Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Reading I 
Hos 2:16b, 17b, 21-22

The Book of Hosea is also called Osee, whose name means Savior.  This Book is placed first in the order commonly referred to as the Lesser Prophets.  They are called Lesser Prophets because their prophesies were short.  Hosea prophesied in the kingdom of Israel, that is, to the Ten Tribes about the same time Isaia prophesied in the kingdom of Juda.

Sigonius points out that the chronological order is not observed in any edition.  


St. Jerome says Hosea's style is sententious and very hard to be understood, as but little is known about the last King's of Israel, in whose dominions he lived, and to whom he chiefly refers, though he speaks sometimes of Juda.

By taking a wife, and other parables, he shows their criminal conduct and chastisement, and foretells their future deliverance and the benefits to be conferred by Christ.  We must observe that the Prophets often style the Kingdom of the two Tribes, Juda and Benjamin, or the House of David; and that of the Ten Tribes,  Ephraim, Joseph, Samaria, Jezrahel, Bethel, or Bethaven; and often Israel or Jacob till after the captivity of these tribes, when the latter titles refer to Juda, who initiated the virtues of Jacob better than the other Kingdom.


Thus says the LORD:
I will lead her into the desert
and speak to her heart.
She shall respond there as in the days of her youth,
when she came up from the land of Egypt.
I will espouse you to me forever:
I will espouse you in right and in justice,
in love and in mercy;
I will espouse you in fidelity,
and you shall know the LORD. 

Verse 16:  "Thus says the LORD: I will lead her into the desert and speak to her heart.  She shall respond there as in the days of her youth, when she came up from the land of Egypt."

We only have the second half of the passage in our reading and it is difficult to get the feeling behind what the Prophet is saying.  The environment of Jericho was very enchanting.  See Isaia 45:10.

Verse 17:  "I will espouse you to me forever"

In this translation we have a vague sense in what is trying to be conveyed.  In other 
translations, you will see the words, husband and Baali, which means "lord.".  In Hebrew the word is "Ishi."

The meaning of this verse is: that, whereas, Ishi and Baali were used indifferently in those days by wives speaking to their husbands, in the synagogue, whom God was pleased to consider as His spouse, should only call him Ishi, and abstain from the name of Baali, because of his affinity with the name of the idol, Baal.

Sigonius says, "The very name shall become obsolete."

Verse 21:  "I will espouse you in right and in justice, in love and in mercy"

In this translation we use the words right and justice.  In other translations, you'll find 
the word faith.  Faith is the root of all virtues.  This passage means we will be true to 
each other.  this of course, has only been realized in the Catholic Church.

Verse 22:  "in love and in mercy; I will espouse you in fidelity, and you shall know the LORD."

All shall conspire in favor of the Church, which in the following verse is called Jezrahel,that is, seed of God.  

"Harmony shall subsist between all the parts of the universe,  The earth shall receive rain.  This happiness was enjoyed in figure by the Jews, after their return, and in reality by Christians."-Theodoret 


Reading II
2 Cor 3:1b-6

Brothers and sisters:
Do we need, as some do,
letters of recommendation to you or from you?
You are our letter, written on our hearts,
known and read by all,
shown to be a letter of Christ ministered by us,
written not in ink but by the Spirit of the living God,
not on tablets of stone but on tablets that are hearts of flesh.

Such confidence we have through Christ toward God.
Not that of ourselves we are qualified
to take credit for anything as coming from us;
rather, our qualification comes from God,
who has indeed qualified us as ministers of a new covenant,
not of letter but of spirit;
for the letter brings death, but the Spirit gives life.


Verse 1:  "Brothers and sisters: Do we need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you or from you?"

"St. Paul had been obliged, in different parts of his first Epistle, to say some things to his own advantage, in order to maintain the dignity of his ministry against false teachers, who had endeavored to lessen his authority.  He is again obliged to show the excellency of his ministry, and the superiority of the Gospel over the law of Moses."-Theodoret

"We have not need, he says of commendatory letters, like those false teachers: we have only to say that we founded the Church of Corinth, and we shall be sufficiently known.  Your religion, your piety, and your virtues are renowned in the whole world.  This is our letter: we have no need to speak: the effects speak for themselves.  But still this is not our doing; for we are not sufficient to think anything of ourselves (verse5).  This letter is not our writing; we could do the same as Moses in the Old Law, prepare the tables, (ministered by us) it was God Himself that wrote the Ten Commandments, and it is God Himself that has written this our letter, by implanting His faith in your hearts."-Calmet

Verse 2:  "You are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by all"

"You are our letter, or Epistle, better, and of greater force, than any commendatory letter, written and engraven in my heart, by the love and affection I bear you.  You may also be looked up as the Epistle of Christ, because of your zeal for the Christian religion, written upon the soft and fleshy tables of your tender affections, with which you have received, and kept His precepts and not like the precepts of the Law, which were engraven on tables of stone, which the hard-hearted Jews did not keep."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 3:  "shown to be a letter of Christ ministered by us, written not in ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets that are hearts of flesh."

Though the Scriptures be of the Holy Spirit, the proper Book of Christ's Doctrine is in 
the hearts of the faithful, the true mansions of the Holy Spirit.  Hence, St. Irenaeus
says, "If the Apostles had left no writings, ought we not to follow the order of tradition
they delivered to the persons to whom they committed the Churches?  How many barbarous nations have received and practice the faith without any thing written in ink and paper?"

Verse 5-6  "Not that of ourselves we are qualified to take credit for anything as coming from us; rather, our qualification comes from God, who has indeed qualified us as ministers of a new covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter brings death, but the Spirit gives life."

"Not that of ourselves we are qualified to take credit for anything as coming from us," that may deserve a reward in Heaven; but Christ has made us fit ministers of His New Testament by the Spirit; for the letter of the Old Testament kills, but the Spirit of the New Testament gives life.

Sigonius says, "This 6th verse refers to that in the last chapter, where he says, 'And for these things who is so fit?"

"Who is so capable of such a ministry?  It is God alone who gives us strength, light and grace.  I am far from giving a part only to God, and a part to myself.  It all exclusively belongs to Him."-St. John Chrysostom


Gospel
Mk 2:18-22

The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were accustomed to fast.
People came to him and objected,
"Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but your disciples do not fast?"
Jesus answered them,
"Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them?
As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.
But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them,
and then they will fast on that day.
No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak.
If he does, its fullness pulls away,
the new from the old, and the tear gets worse.
Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins.
Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins,
and both the wine and the skins are ruined.
Rather, new wine is poured into fresh wineskins." 



Verse 18:  The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were accustomed to fast.  People came to him and objected, "Why do the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?"

When the Pharisees in the prior question had been discomfited.  By St. Mark (11:18), we learn that the Pharisees joined with the disciples of St. John the Baptist, and thus is reconciled what we read in St. Luke's Gospel, 5:33, who only mentions the Pharisees.

"Why do we, and the Pharisees fast...It is not without reason that the Disciples of St. John should ask this question, fasting being always esteemed a great virtue, witness Moses and Elijah; the fasts which Sammuel made the people observe inMasphat, the tears, prayers, and fasting of Ezechiel, of Judith, of Achab, of the Ninevites, of Anna, the wife of Eleana, of Daniel, of David, after he had fallen into the sin of adultery.  Aaron, and the other priests, also fasted before they entered into the Temple.  Witness also the fasts of Anna, the Prophetess, of St. John the Baptist, of Christ Himself, of Cornelius the Centurion."-St. Jerome

"This haughty interpretation of St. John's disciples was highly blamable, not only for 
uniting with the Pharisees, whom they knew their master so much condemned, but also for calumniating Him, who, they knew was foretold by St. John's own testimony."-St. Jerome

"St. Augustine is likewise of opinion, that St. John's disciples were not the only people that said this, since St. Mark rather indicates that it was spoken by others."-St. Thomas Aquinas

"St. Matthew says it was St. John's disciples themselves that objected this to Christ.  Most probably both they and the Pharisees endeavored all they could to press this objection."-St. Augustine

"Why do you not fast, as is customary with all that wish to regulate their lives according to the Law?  The reason why the Saints fasted was, that they might, by afflicting their bodied, subdue their passions.  Jesus Christ, therefore, had no need of fasting, being God, and of course free from every, the least, disorderly motion of concupiscence.  Neither did His attendants stand in need of fasting, for being enriched with His grace, they were strengthened in virtue, without the help of fasting.  When, therefore, Christ fasted forty days, He fasted to set an example to carnal men."-St. Cyril of Jerusalem

"As long as the Spouse is with us, we are in joy, we cannot fast, we cannot mourn.  But, when He has been driven away by sin, then we must both fast and weep."-St. Bede the Venerable

Verse 20:  "But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that day"

Our Blessed Lord here foretells that fasting shall be used in His Church, no less than in the Old Law, or in the time of St. John the Baptist.

Let's compare this verse with Matthew 9:15: 

Matthew 9:15  "And Jesus said to them: Can the children of the Bridegroom mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them?  But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then they shall fast."

"Can the children of the Bridegroom mourn?  This, by a Hebraism, signifies the friends or companions of the Bridegroom, as a lover of peace, is called a child of peace; he that deserves death, the son of death."-Dr. Robert Witham

"The disciples had not yet ascended  to the higher degrees of perfection, they had not yet been renewed in Spirit; therefore they required to be treated with lenity; for had the higher and more sublime mysteries been delivered to them without previous preparation, they would never, not even in the natural course of things, have been able to comprehend them.  I have many things to say to you, said our Savior, but you cannot bear them now."-St. John Chrysostom

Our Blessed Lord condescends to their weakness.

"When first we begin to be converted to God, the spiritual consolations which God infuses into our souls, cause in us an overflowing of spiritual delights, so  that when we feast, and are in the midst of delight; but when the Bridegroom shall be taken away, when these spiritual consolations cease, then we fast, and find then Commandments difficult.  it is then we must prepare ourselves for tribulation."-St. Bede the Venerable

God love yas,

Tim
