Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Reading I 
Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25

Thus says the LORD:
Remember not the events of the past,
the things of long ago consider not;
see, I am doing something new!
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
In the desert I make a way,
in the wasteland, rivers.
The people I formed for myself,
that they might announce my praise.
Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob,
for you grew weary of me, O Israel.
You burdened me with your sins,
and wearied me with your crimes.
It is I, I, who wipe out,
for my own sake, your offenses;
your sins I remember no more. 

Verse 19:  "see, I am doing something new!  Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  In the desert I make a way, in the wasteland, rivers."

I shall work the like miracles as were seen in the wilderness.

Verse 24:  "You burdened me with your sins, and wearied me with your crimes"

You have shown the greatest ingratitude, yet I will save you.

Reading II
2 Cor 1:18-22

Brothers and sisters:
As God is faithful,
our word to you is not "yes" and "no."
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
who was proclaimed to you by us, Silvanus and Timothy and me,
was not "yes" and "no," but "yes" has been in him.
For however many are the promises of God, their Yes is in him;
therefore, the Amen from us also goes through him to God for glory.
But the one who gives us security with you in Christ
and who anointed us is God;
he has also put his seal upon us
and given the Spirit in our hearts as a first installment.

Verse 18:  "Brothers and sisters: As God is faithful, our word to you is not "yes" and "no.""

The sense seems to be as God is Faithful, or I appeal to God who is faithful, that in what I have preached to you, there is not yes and no; my doctrines concerning the faith in Jesus Christ, is and always was the same.  Whether I, or Silvanus, or Timothy preached the Son of God, that is what we taught concerning the Son of God, was not yes and no, was not first one thing, then another; but in Him was yes only, that is, in Him, and His first doctrine, which we have taught, all is yes, firm and unchangeable.

"All the promises of God, of sanctification and salvation, made to us in Him, by His merits and grace, are equally yes, certain, and infallible; and therefore by Him, and His promises are AMEN to God, must needs to be true, unto our glory, will turn to the salvation and glory of His elect in Heaven."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 19:  "For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was proclaimed to you by us, Silvanus and Timothy and me, was not "yes" and "no," but "yes" has been in him."

You may find the words IT IS and IT IS NOT in other translations. The Yes response or "IT IS" means it is in Him.  There was no inconsistancy in the doctrine of the Apostles, sometimes, like modern liberals, saying, "It is," and at other times they say, "It is not."  Their Doctrine has always been the same, one uniform, yes. In Jesus Christ one Amen, that is, One Truth in Him.

Verse 20:  "For however many are the promises of God, their Yes is in him; therefore, the Amen from us also goes through him to God for glory."
The Doctrine the Apostles delivered to the Christians in Corinth was not ambiguous, dubious, doubtful, or contradictory, first one thing, then another; on the contrary, it was such, that the Apostles could say, (verse 14) "we are your glory."

The "Amen" signifies all the promises made by God, with regard to Christ, are fulfilled in Him; therefore we may say Amen, and give glory to God, through Jesus Christ, who has fulfilled all His promises.

Calmet says, "One of the distinctive marks, as the Holy Fathers affirm, between separatists and Catholics is: the former are fond of innovation, changes, and reform, the latter are scrupulously tenacious of what has been delivered from the beginning." 
Here it is!!!!!!!!!! Finally after many years of research I have found the best verbiage
to describe the difference between Catholics and our separated Brethren.  THANK YOU CALMET!  Come to think of it, we can even use these words to describe those of the liberal persuasion as well.

Verses 1:21-22  "Now He who establishes us with you  in Christ and anointed us is God,  and who also sealed us  and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. So upon believing in Christ each of the Corinthian believers as well as Paul and the apostles were sealed in the Spirit."

This must be true, because He is God, who has CONFIRMED US WITH YOU, both US and YOU in Christ, in faith, and gave of Christ Crucified who has anointed  us with divine graces, who has sealed us, as it were, by an indelible character, in the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, and Ordination, when we were made ministers of Christ, who in this manner HAS GIVEN THE PLEDGE OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT in our hearts. a sufficient pledge and earnest of his graces in this life, and not of the glory he has prepared for us in the next.

By these texts and in Ephes 4 the Catholic Church teaches, that we are anointed and consecrated to the service of God, and sealed with a spiritual and distinctive mark, called by divines, a character, which. as it is indelible, can never be iterated,  The same is true of Confirmation and Holy Orders. St. Augustine and St. Jerome wrote about this in the 4th century.  See St. Jerome's commentary on Ephesians 4.



Gospel
Mk 2:1-12

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days,
it became known that he was at home.
Many gathered together so that there was no longer room for them,
not even around the door,
and he preached the word to them.
They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men.
Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd,
they opened up the roof above him.
After they had broken through,
they let down the mat on which the paralytic was lying.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
"Child, your sins are forgiven."
Now some of the scribes were sitting there asking themselves,
"Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming.
Who but God alone can forgive sins?"
Jesus immediately knew in his mind
what they were thinking to themselves,
so he said, "Why are you thinking such things in your hearts?
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic,
'Your sins are forgiven,'
or to say, 'Rise, pick up your mat and walk?'
But that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins on earth"
--he said to the paralytic,
"I say to you, rise, pick up your mat, and go home."
He rose, picked up his mat at once,
and went away in the sight of everyone.
They were all astounded
and glorified God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this." 



Verse 1:  "When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days"

In some Greek and Latin copies they have after eight days.

Verse 4:  "Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd, they opened up the roof above him.  After they had broken through, they let down the mat on which the paralytic was lying."

Such diligence should be used to bring sinners to Christ, by means of the Sacraments, as was used to procure for this man, through Christ, the health of his body.

Those of you who do chat room apologetics need to keep this passage in mind.  I know, I have been there too.

Verse 5:  "When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Child, your sins are 
forgiven."

Our Blessed Lord is moved to show mercy to sinners, by faith, desires, and prayers of  others; for this man was not more helpless in his limbs, than in his soul.  From this example, we are taught that in sickness the Sacraments and helps of the Church, which are  the medicines of the soul, should be called for in the first instance; for Christ first healed the sick man's soul, before he removed his bodily infirmity.  We also learn that many diseases originate in sin, and that we are to remove the effect by removing the cause.

Verse 10: "But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins on earth" 

In this passage we see Jesus proving that Himself as Man and not as God has the power to forgive sins; by this, that He was able to do miracles, and make the sick man suddenly rise;so the Apostles and their successors, though they be not God, may in like manner have the authority from God to remit sins, not as God, but as God's ministers, and acting in His name, and vested with His delegated authority.

This power which the Son of Man has to remit sins on earth, was never taken from Him, but is perpetuated in His Sacraments and ministers, by whom He still remits sins in the Church, and not in Heaven only.  Relative to sin, there is one court of conscience on earth, and another in Heaven, and the judgement of Heaven follows and approves this on earth; as is plain by the words of our Savior, to St. Peter first, and then to all the Apostles: "Whatsoever you bind on earth is bound in Heaven; and whatsoever you hold loose on earth shall be loose in Heaven."  See Matthew 16:19 and Matthew 18:18

St. Jerome says, "That priests having the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven judge in some manner before the day of judgement."

Verse 12:  "He rose, picked up his mat at once, and went away in the sight of everyone.  They were all astounded and glorified God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this."

This paralytic is not the same as that mentioned is St. John's Gospel; for that distressed man had no one to assist him, whereas this person had four; the former was by the side of the Probatica, but the latter in a house at Capernaum.


God love yas,

Tim
