Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I 
Lev 13:1-2, 44-46


The Book is called Levitucs because it deals with the offices, ministries, and ceremonies of the Priest and Levites.  The Hebrews call it Vivvicra, from the word with which it begins, and the Lord called.  The Book of Leviticus is styled as the Priest's Law.  The first seven chapters explain the sacrifices, the next sixteen chapters explain the offices and the ordination of Priests and Levites.  From chapter 23 to the end, the Feasts are designated and some of the regulations respecting the vows are interspersed.  All these rites and sacrifices prefigured the Eucharistic  Sacrifice of Jesus Christ and tended to keep the Hebrews employed, and at a greater distance from idolatry.  The prescriptions were given during the month of Nisan, in the second year after the exit, while the Hebrews remained at the foot of Mount Sinai.  God spoke from the New Tabernacle.  In the Book of Deuteronomy we find but few  regulations respecting sacrifices, as Moses had sufficiently explained them in his books.

"If we confine ourselves to the letter, we may say these precepts are not good, and carnal; but if we consider the spirit, we shall confess that they are excellent, and spiritual."-Origen


The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
"If someone has on his skin a scab or pustule or blotch
which appears to be the sore of leprosy,
he shall be brought to Aaron, the priest,
or to one of the priests among his descendants.
If the man is leprous and unclean,
the priest shall declare him unclean
by reason of the sore on his head.

"The one who bears the sore of leprosy
shall keep his garments rent and his head bare,
and shall muffle his beard;
he shall cry out, 'Unclean, unclean!'
As long as the sore is on him he shall declare himself unclean,
since he is in fact unclean.
He shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp." 

Verse 2:  "If someone has on his skin a scab or pustule or blotch which appears to be the sore of leprosy, he shall be brought to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests among his descendants."

A tumor, abscess, or a white spot are the three marks of leprosy.  The leprosy was a figure of sin; and the observance prescribed in this, and following chapter, intimate what should be spiritually  done, in order to be delivered from so great an evil, or preserved from it.

"The authority of the priests in the new law to bind or loose sins, was hereby prefigured."-St. John Chrysostom

Verses 44-45:  ""The one who bears the sore of leprosy shall keep his garments rent and his head bare, and shall muffle his beard; he shall cry out, 'Unclean, unclean!'"

His garments rent or hanging loose, is for both the benefit of the leper, and that others may beware of him.

Muffle his beard.  Cardinal Juan Maldonado says, "Letting the hair grow in testimony of mourning.  The Leper behaved like one in mourning, tearing his garments, neglecting his hair and beard, or cutting them, and, through shame, covering his face."  See Ezekiel 24:22

The Persians would not allow any lepers to enter any of their cities.

Verse 46:  "As long as the sore is on him he shall declare himself unclean, since he is in fact unclean.  He shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp." 

Camp or city, unless some great man, like King Ozins, might be permitted to dwell there in a house, secluded from all society.  See 2 Kings 15:5


Reading II
1 Cor 10:31--11:1

Brothers and sisters,
Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
do everything for the glory of God.
Avoid giving offense, whether to the Jews or Greeks or the church of God,
just as I try to please everyone in every way,
not seeking my own benefit but that of the many,
that they may be saved.
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

In this passage we are dealing with "weak" and "Knowledgeable" Christians.  A weak person may use food as idol-meat.  The Knowledgeable Christian should refrain from eating it, not for the sake of his own conscience which is rightly informed, but for the sake of the erroneous conscience of the other, lest he be scandalized.

St. Paul borrows a little of the popular moral philosophy of the Stoics.  A common theme for the Stoics was that the wise man should regulate his conduct by his own conscience and should never follow the opinions of others.  St. Paul turns the tables on this philosophy to the Knowledgeable of Corinth and teaches them to follow him, for he is from God.

11:1  St. Paul, is asking the Christians at Corinth to imitate him, he is asking them to imitate Christ, the perfect example of  renunciation for the salvation of men


Gospel
Mk 1:40-45

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said,
"If you wish, you can make me clean."
Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand,
touched him, and said to him,
"I do will it. Be made clean."
The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean.
Then, warning the him sternly, he dismissed him at once.

He said to him, "See that you tell no one anything,
but go, show yourself to the priest
and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed;
that will be proof for them."

The man went away and began to publicize the whole matter.
He spread the report abroad
so that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly.
He remained outside in deserted places,
and people kept coming to him from everywhere. 


Verse 42:  "Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, "I do will it. Be made clean."

Jesus did not have to stretch out His hand.  He did this because the Jews needed to be shown in a demonstrative way His Divine power.

Verse 44:  "He said to him, "See that you tell no one anything, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed; that will be proof for them."

It was not the intention of Jesus, that he should not tell anybody; had that been His wish, he would have easily realized it: he spoke thus purposely, to show us that we should not seek the empty praises of men.  He bade him also to offer sacrifices prescribed, because the law remained in full force till the Passion of Christ, in which was offered a Perfect Sacrifice, that did away with all the legal sacrifices of the Jews. 


God love yas,

Tim
