Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Reading I 
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7

The Book of Job takes it name from the holy man, of whom it treats; who according to the more probable opinion, was of the race of Esau, and the same as Jobab, King of Edom, mentioned in Genesis 36:33.  We do not know who the author of this book is.  Some theologians attribute it to Job himself; others to Moses, and still others to one of the other Prophets.

St. Jerome says, "We may discover in this book the sum of Christian morality."

Job spoke, saying:
Is not man's life on earth a drudgery?
Are not his days those of hirelings?
He is a slave who longs for the shade,
a hireling who waits for his wages.
So I have been assigned months of misery,
and troubled nights have been allotted to me.
If in bed I say,"When shall I arise?"
then the night drags on;
I am filled with restlessness until the dawn.
My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle;
they come to an end without hope.
Remember that my life is like the wind;
I shall not see happiness again. 



Verse 1:  "Job spoke, saying: Is not man's life on earth a drudgery? Are not his days those of hirelings?"

In some translations you may read, "The life of a man upon earth us a warfare"  In Hebrew, this is not determined; for some short space, as the Levites, the Jewish priests, had to serve from 30-50 years of age; See Numbers 4:3 and 8:25.

The days of hirelings are also defines and short.  See Isaia 16:14

It is interesting to note that no soldier or hireling was ever treated so severely as was Job.  Yet, they justly look for the term of their laborers.  This is where the old saying, "Is not the life of a man a temptation?"  comes from.  This verse is one that can help us prepare for Spiritual warfare and ultimately, Heaven.  A soldier must be obedient even unto death, and never resist his superior officer.  Anyone who is in or has been in the military will tell you this.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "A hireling, who has no rest till the day is spent."  
(For those of us who work, boy, isn't that the truth!)

Verse 3:  "So I have been assigned months of misery, and troubled nights have been allotted to me."

In Hebrew this translates:  They have been appointed for me.

Calmet says, "God treats me with more severity, as even the night is not a time of rest for me, and my months of service are without any present recompense."

Verse 4:  "If in bed I say,"When shall I arise?"  then the night drags on; I am filled with restlessness until the dawn."

In Hebrew this translates to:  "and the night be completed, I toss to and fro, or I am 
disturbed with dreams, till the day break."

St. Jerome in the Latin Vulgate insinuates that night and day are equally restless to a man in extreme pain.

Cardinal Juan Maldonado comments, "I desire to be dissolved, as being much better, said St. Paul."

Verse 6:  "My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle; they come to an end without hope."

A Weaver's Shuttle: See Isaia 38:12  

The Pagans have used the same comparison.  They make the tree daughters of Necessity guide 
the thread of life.

It is from this verse we get the old cliches: "Time if flying, never to return!" and "My
life swifter than speech."-Plato

Verse 7:  "Remember that my life is like the wind; I shall not see happiness again."

What is life compared to eternity or even Ages past?  What is any one?  Yes, what is no one?  "Men are the dream of a shadow," says Pindar 

"Like the baseless fabric of a vision"-William Shakespeare  
Now we know where he got this from.


Reading II
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23

Brothers and sisters:
If I preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast,
for an obligation has been imposed on me,
and woe to me if I do not preach it!
If I do so willingly, I have a recompense,
but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship.
What then is my recompense?
That, when I preach,
I offer the gospel free of charge
so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.
Although I am free in regard to all,
I have made myself a slave to all
so as to win over as many as possible.
To the weak I became weak, to win over the weak.
I have become all things to all, to save at least some.
All this I do for the sake of the gospel,
so that I too may have a share in it.

Verse 16:  "Brothers and sisters: If I preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it!"

No reason to boast, or in other translations you may read, "it is no glory," that is, I have nothing to glory of or boast about.

"If I preach the Gospel through compulsion, fear, or mere necessity, having no other means of maintenance, I must not look for a reward in Heaven; but now doing it through charity and freely, I shall have my reward from God; and the more abundant the charity, the greater the reward."-St. Augustine

Verse 17:  "If I do so willingly, I have a recompense, but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship."

But if unwillingly...That is, I do not do it with alacrity, (which is a $50 word for brisk or 
eager action), and zeal, but instigated by the sole motive of punishment, wo unto me, as he says, in the preceding verse, if I am obligated by this motive alone; stillthe dispensationof the Gospel is entrusted to me, and I must comply with that obligation, either with zeal and alacrity of a son, or for fear of punishment as a slave. After studying this verse, I cannot help but be reminded of Perfect Contrition as opposed to Imperfect Contrition.  When we are genuinely sorry for our sins, we go to confession with Perfect Contrition, which happens to be the most necessary part of the Sacrament of penance.  

When we go to confession for the fear of going to hell, we do so with Imperfect Contrition.

Verse 19:  "Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as many as possible."

Calmet says it best:  "Whereas I was under no obligation to any man, yet I made myself the servant of all."

Verse 23:  "All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it."

This is a classic!  How convincing is this verse and many similar passages against those who deny the merit of Good Works, and who would not have men to act with a view to any recompense, though rewards and recompense are very frequently mentioned in Holy Writ.



Gospel
Mk 1:29-39

On leaving the synagogue
Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew with James and John.
Simon's mother-in-law lay sick with a fever.
They immediately told him about her.
He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her up.
Then the fever left her and she waited on them.

When it was evening, after sunset,
they brought to him all who were ill or possessed by demons.
The whole town was gathered at the door.
He cured many who were sick with various diseases,
and he drove out many demons,
not permitting them to speak because they knew him.

Rising very early before dawn, he left
and went off to a deserted place, where he prayed.
Simon and those who were with him pursued him
and on finding him said, "Everyone is looking for you."
He told them, "Let us go on to the nearby villages
that I may preach there also.
For this purpose have I come."
So he went into their synagogues,
preaching and driving out demons throughout the whole of Galilee. 

Verse 30:  "Simon's mother-in-law lay sick with a fever.  They immediately told him about her."

Now this is interesting.  Both St. Mark and St. Luke, who were not eye-witnesses to Jesus, place the cure of St. Peter's mother-in-law and the others who were sick, happened after the preceding narrative, and probably on the same day.  (See Mark 1:9-20)

St. Matthew, the Apostle and eye-witness to Christ, does not observe this order.  He relates that after the Sermon of the Mount, Jesus entered Capharnaum and healed the Centurion's servant.  Then he mentions this miracle and others which he had omitted, and which Jesus had wrought at His first coming to Capharnaum.

Verse 34:  "He cured many who were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, not permitting them to speak because they knew him."

"The devils knew it was Christ, who had been promised for so many ages before; for they saw Him perform the wonders which the Prophets had foretold of Him; yet they were not perfectly acquainted with His Divine Nature, or otherwise they never would have persecuted to death and crucified the Lord of Glory."-St. Augustine

"But Christ would not permit them to declare that they knew Him"-St. Augustine
See Luke 5:41 

God love yas,

Tim
