Fourth Sunday of Advent 


Reading I
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

When King David was settled in his palace,
and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side,
he said to Nathan the prophet,
"Here I am living in a house of cedar,
while the ark of God dwells in a tent!"
Nathan answered the king,
"Go, do whatever you have in mind,
for the LORD is with you."
But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said:
"Go, tell my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD:
Should you build me a house to dwell in?'

"It was I who took you from the pasture
and from the care of the flock
to be commander of my people Israel.
I have been with you wherever you went,
and I have destroyed all your enemies before you.
And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth.
I will fix a place for my people Israel;
I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place
without further disturbance.
Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old,
since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel.
I will give you rest from all your enemies.
The LORD also reveals to you
that he will establish a house for you.
And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors,
I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins,
and I will make his kingdom firm.
I will be a father to him,
and he shall be a son to me.
Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me;
your throne shall stand firm forever." 


Verse 1:  "When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side"

The enemies in this passage refer to those he had made war upon before the surrounding nations.

Verse 2:  "he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!""

Nathan was an admirable courtier, and a great saint.  He was neither too rough, nor too complaisant.  

The cedar was the most esteemed species of wood.  The palace of the Persian
Kings, at Eebatana, was mostly built of it, and cypress wood.  The houses built in this area were not built as sturdy as the ones built in colder climates.  They were constructed mostly of wood.

The tents or skins as is found in other translations, are the outer veils of the tabernacle and were made of skins.  This gave the appearance of a tent around the tabernacle.

Verse 3:  "Nathan answered the king, "Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.""

King David probably didn't consult him as a Prophet; and Nathan thought that the proposal was so just, that it might be safely carried into effect.  The Prophets are not inspired in all their actions. Joseph thought differently than his father.  See Genesis 48:19

Samuel thought Eliab should have been King, (1 Sam 16:6) and Elisus admits that God had concealed from him the affliction of the woman with whom he lived with.  See 2 Kings 4:27

"God afterwards sent the same Nathan to rectify his former decision, that he might not pass sentence, in future, without consulting him."-Cardinal Juan Maldonado

Verse 7 is not part of our reading, I don't know why, it seems significant enough to be there.  On that note, I will give you the Douay-Rheims translation:

2 Sam 7:7  "In all the places that I have gone through with all the children of Israel, did I ever speak a word to any one of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, 'Why have you not built me a house of cedar.'"

By substituting the P for the B, it reads, "Shophete," or Judges, which seems more natural.  From this we learn the reason King David was denied the privilege of building a temple, he had engaged in war too many times.

Verse 10:  "I will fix a place for my people Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place without further disturbance.  Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old"

These promises are conditional; providing they remain faithful to the Lord.

Verse 11:  "since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel.  I will give you rest from all your enemies.  The LORD also reveals to you that he will establish a house for you."

House here means children, who shall hold the scepter.

Verse 12:  "And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm."

This prophecy partly relates to King Solomon; but much more to Jesus Christ, who is called the Son of David in Scripture, and the builder of the true Temple, which is the Catholic Church, His everlasting Kingdom, which shall never fail; nor be cast off for any iniquity of her children.

Sigonius says, "God passes over all the children whom David had already."   See 1 Kings 11:38


The Temporal Kingdom  was enjoyed by David's posterity for a long time, sufficient to verify the expression, "Forever," as it is often used in Scripture.

Calmet says, "But the spiritual Kingdom of the Messiah will last till the end of time, and be perfected in eternity.  In these predictions we must always distinguish the type from the reality."


Verse 14:  "I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.  Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me"

Your house refers to men who are not to be entirely destroyed, like the Chanaanites.  

Calmet says. "This is not unlike the human temptation of which St. Paul speaks of in 
1 Corinthians 10:13."  See Psalm 72:5 and 88:32

In this translation the phrase "rod of men" is not present; it denoted war, and "stripes" signify those punishments which God inflicts.  St. Jerome says parts of this declaration regard Christ, others, Solomon.  See Hebrews 1:5

In our reading the "he shall be a son" is somehow supposed to imply all of this.  Some of the translations we use at Mass are very poor, this is one example.

Since we only have a portion of verse 16, I will give you the full verse using the Douay-Rheims translation.

Verse 16:  "And your house shall be faithful, and your kingdom for ever before your face, and your throne shall be firm forever."

The "Faithful" means it will continue for a long time.  See 1 Kings 11:38  Where is now the House of David? or how is this accomplished, except in the Catholic Church?

Your face, in the Septuagint reads, "before me," which is conformable to Psalm 88:38.  David saw Solomon on the Throne, and beheld the Messiah in Spirit.

Calmet comments, "Some departed still see what regards them, if they be happy."



Reading II
Rom 16:25-27

Brothers and sisters:
To him who can strengthen you,
according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages
but now manifested through the prophetic writings and,
according to the command of the eternal God,
made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith,
to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ
be glory forever and ever. Amen.


These three last verses in the Greek copies were found at the end of the 14th Chapter, where we find them expounded by St. John Chrysostom.  

"'according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret' from eternity, now made manifest he  means the mystery of Christ's incarnation, and man's redemption, formerly revealed indeed to the prophets, but now made known to all the faith and doctrine of Christ." -Dr. Robert Witham



Gospel
Lk 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
of the house of David,
and the virgin's name was Mary.
And coming to her, he said,
"Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."
But she was greatly troubled at what was said
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
Then the angel said to her,
"Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God.

"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end."
But Mary said to the angel,
"How can this be,
since I have no relations with a man?"
And the angel said to her in reply,
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born
will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
has also conceived a son in her old age,
and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
for nothing will be impossible for God."
Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word."
Then the angel departed from her. 

Verse 27:  "to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David"

The word Miriam, or Mary is expounded by St. Jerome from different etymologies, to signify in Hebrew, "Star of the Sea," and in Chaldaic, "lady."  Both interpretations admirably will agree, with her, who is the glorious Queen of Heaven, our patroness and star, to direct us in the stormy ocean of this world.

I thank God our Bishops used the proper translation of "Hail Full of Grace" in our reading. "highly favored daughter," is a bad translation; we are blessed this year to have the correct verbiage.

Verse 28: "And the Angel being come in, said to her, Hail full of grace, the Lord is with you: Blessed art you among women."

Hail full of Grace, by that greatest share of divine graces granted to any creature.  
Hail full of Grace is the translation approved by the early Fathers of the Church and agrees with the Syriac and Arabic versions.  

There was no need therefore to change it into gracious, with Erasmus; into freely beloved,  with Theodore Beza, the Calvinist; into Highly favored, with the Protestants.  

The Bible is the inspired word of God, therefore making the Holy Spirit the True Author, and the Holy Spirit said "Full of Grace."  Highly favored daughter is not a good translation and came much much later as you have just seen.

For if the Seven Deacons (Acts 6:3) are said to be full of the Holy Spirit, as it is again said of St. Stephen, (Acts 7:55) and also of the same St Stephen in Acts 6:8, that he was "full of grace", as the learned Dr. Wells translates it in his amendments made in the Protestant translation, why should any one be offended at this salutation given to the Blessed Mother of God; who would not have been raised to this highest dignity, had not her soul been first prepared for it by the greatest share of divine Grace?

The Lord is with you...This means by His interior Graces; and now, at this moment, is about to confer upon you the highest of all dignities, by making you truly the Mother of God.

Dr Witham says, "The Catholic Church makes frequent use of these words which were brought by the archangel from Heaven, as well to honor Jesus Christ and His Virgin Mother, as because they were the first glad tidings of Christ's Incarnation, and man's salvation; and are the very abridgment and sum of the whole Gospel.  In the Greek Church, they are used daily in Mass."

Verse 29:  "But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be."

Dr. Robert Witham points out that in the Greek text, when one had seen; as if she also saw the Angel, as St. Ambrose observed.

Verse 31:  "Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus."

It almost seems shocking to us that God Himself can live in a human body; but consider this,

"does not the sun emit rays into all kinds of places, without detriment to its purity?  How much more would the Sun of justice, assuming a most pure body, formed of the purest blood of the spotless Virgin, not only remain free from every the least stain Himself, but even impart additional sanctity to His Virgin Mother."-St. Thomas Aquinas

Verse 32:  "He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever."

He shall be called, that is, according to the style of the Scriptures, he shall truly be the Son of God.

Verse 33:  "and of his kingdom there will be no end."

Those are here called the House of Jacob, who out of the multitude of the Jews believed in Christ.  This is conformable to that text of St. Paul: "All are not Israelites that are of Israel, but the children of the promise are accounted for the seed."  See Romans 9:6-8

St. John Chrysostom says in his homily on St. Mark, "And of his Kingdom there shall be no end," which clearly proves it cannot be a temporal, but a spiritual and an eternal Kingdom.  The Kingdom is the Catholic Church and Heaven.  In Scripture the word "Kingdom"  is synonymous with the Catholic Church that Jesus Christ founded.

Verse 34:  "But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?"

Mary only asks about the manner of how this is supposed to happen since she knew not man.  The answer our Lady gave as St. Augustine observes, would have been to no purpose, had she not made a vow to God to always live as a virgin.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Listen to the words of this pure Virgin. The Angel tells her she shall conceive; but she insists upon her virginity, holding her purity in higher estimation that the promised dignity."

St. Gregory of Nyssa says, "She did not doubt the truth of what the Angel said (as John Calvin impiously maintained) but she wished it might not happen to the prejudice of her vowed virginity."  Saints Ambrose, Augustin, Theophylactus, and the Venerable Bede all agree.

In the primitive ages there was a Gospel extant bearing the name "The Gospel of the Birth of Mary" written by St. Matthew, and was received as genuine and authentic.  It was found in the works of St. Jerome.  His contemporaries, St. Epiphanius, Bishop of Salamis and St. Augustine also maintain a Gospel this title.  

I will give you a few quotes from that Gospel, which for some reason did not make the Canon of Scripture,  My guess is because it is a short read, only 8 chapters, and the Pope did not feel it necessary to be included.

Gospel of the Birth of Mary Chapter 4:

"And when three years expired, and the time of her weaning complete, they brought the Virgin to the temple of the Lord with offerings,  And there was about the temple, according to the fifteen Psalms of degrees, (Those Psalms are from the 120th-134th) fifteen stairs to ascend.

For the temple being built in a mountain, the altar of burnt-offering, which was without, could not become near but by stairs.  The parents of the Blessed Virgin and infant Mary put her upon one of these stairs, but while they were putting off their clothes, in which they had traveled, and according to custom putting on some that were more neat and clean, In the meantime, the Virgin of the Lord in such a manner went up all the stairs one after another, without the help of any to lead or lift her, that anyone would have judged from hence that she was of perfect age.

Thus the Lord did, in the infancy of His Virgin, work this extraordinary work, and evidence by this miracle how great she was like to be hereafter.

But the parents having offered up their sacrifice, according to the custom of the law, and perfected their vow, left the Virgin with other virgins in the apartments of the temple, who were brought up there, and they returned home."

Gospel of the Birth of Mary  5:1-2

"But the Virgin of the Lord, as she advanced in years, increased also in perfections, and according to the saying of the Psalmist, her father and mother forsook her, but the Lord took care of her.  For every day she had the conversation of Angels, and everyday received visitors from God, which preserved her from all sorts of evil, andcaused her to abound with all good things.  Now after reading this, you can readily accept the fact that for Mary to see an Angel was nothing new to her.  Shewas a professed Virgin of the Lord.  This is why she asked the 
question, "How can this be, I do not know man? 

This Gospel by the way, can be found in the Book, "The Lost Books of the Bible and the Forgotten Books of Eden.  In that Book you can also read the Protoevangelium of St. James, and several other books and letters that did not make the canon of the Bible.

Verse 35:  "And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  Therefore the child to be born
will be called holy, the Son of God.""

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you," By the Divine power you shall bring forth, and yet remain a pure virgin.   "Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God."

The Second Person of the ever Blessed Trinity, being united to our human nature, remaining unchangeably the same God, and being born of the Blessed Virgin Mary; it must needs be true to say that God was born, that God suffered and died for us; and consequently that the Blessed Virgin Mary was truly the Mother of God, or of Him that is truly God; though not the Mother of the Godhead: as the Catholic Church declared at the Council of Ephesus in 431 against the heretic Nestorius and the heretical Nestorians.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Seek not for natural order in things that transcend nature.  You ask, 'how shall this be done, since you know not man?'  This, your ignorance of man, is the very reason why this will take place with you.  For had you not been pure, you never would have been deemed worthy of so great a mystery."  

"Not because marriage is bad, but because virginity is far more excellent.  The common Lord of all ought in his birth to have something common with all mankind, and still something different.  He was conceived and born in the womb like the rest of mankind, but he differed from them in being born of a virgin."-St. John Chrysostom

Verse 36:  "And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age,and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren"

"We find that Aaron, who was of the Tribe of Levi, took a wife of the Tribe of Judah, her name was Elizabeth, the sister of Naasson.  In the successors of David we find that Joida, the chief priest, took a wife of the family of David, the daughter of Joram; from which it appears that both the royal and sacerdotal tribes were united, and that Mary and Elizabeth were relatives.  It was certainly proper that Christ should be born of both Tribes, because He was in Himself both King and Priest."-St. Bede the Venerable

Verse 38:  "Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me according to your word."  Then the angel departed from her."

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  One of the responses in the Angelus, one of my favorite prayers.

"With all modesty and humility of heart and mind, the Blessed Virgin Mary consented to the Divine Will, and from that moment in her was conceived the Savior and Redeemer of the World."-Dr. Robert Witham

"Thus ought the Virgin, who brought forth meekness and humility itself, to show forth an example of the most profound humility."-St. Ambrose

God love yas,

Tim
