Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I 
Jon 3:1-5, 10


Jona prophesied in the reign of Jeroboam II, as we know from 2 Kings 14:25, to whom he also foretold his success in restoring all the borders of Israel.  He was of
Geth-Opher, in the Tribe of Zabulon, and consequently of Galilee; which confutes that
assertion of the Pharisees, (John 7:52) that no Prophet ever arose out of Galilee.

Sigonius says, "The most incredible mystery in our religion, and the vocation of the
Gentiles, are thus insinuated."

Calmet  says, "The latter shall be saved if they repent, like Nineve."

Dr. Robert Witham comments, "Paine's supposition, that this book was written by a pagan, 'to satiries the malignant character of a predicting priest,' requires no refutation."


The word of the LORD came to Jonah, saying:
"Set out for the great city of Nineveh,
and announce to it the message that I will tell you."
So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh,
according to the LORD's bidding.
Now Nineveh was an enormously large city;
it took three days to go through it.
Jonah began his journey through the city,
and had gone but a single day's walk announcing,
"Forty days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed,"
when the people of Nineveh believed God;
they proclaimed a fast
and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth.

When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way,
he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do to them;
he did not carry it out. 

Verse 2:  ""Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message that I will tell you."

It appears the Prophet had been in Jerusalem.

Verse 3:  "So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, according to the LORD's bidding.  Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; it took three days to go through it."

Ancient historians have computed that Nineve was about 50 miles round; so to go through all the major streets and public places, was about a three days journey.  Nineve was a great city of God of stupendous size.

Sigonius, in one of his commentaries quotes Diodorus, saying, "Nineve was 150 stadia or furlongs in length.  It must  have been therefore 480 round; and as  each furlong contained 125 paces of 5 feet each, the compass would be '60 Italian miles ( about 50 English miles) which would employ a person three days to go through the principle streets."

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Nineve was much larger than Babylon."

Verse 4:  "Jonah began his journey through the city, and had gone but a single day's walk announcing, "Forty days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed,"  Jona seems to have preached to many people, recording what he said the first day, even during 
the entire forty days, after which time he expected the city to be leveled and would have left.

"This and many other menaces are conditional.  If men repent, God will change His sentence."-St. John Chrysostom

Verse 5:  "when the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth."

The Ninevites must have been convinced  God had wrought such wonders in Jona, particularly with their welfare in mind, allowed a delay in His actions.  Accordingly they did penance for forty days and their conversion was so sincere, that Jesus proposed it to His Disciples, (Matthew 12:41).

Calmet says, "Thus, the City was overturned in its perverse manners."

"They were at an end, and the City was renovated."-St. Augustine

Verse 10:  "When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out."

In some translations you may find the word "comforted" instead of repented.  Repented is the better translation.

God suspended his actions, but as soon as the people relapsed, Sardanapalus burned himself to death and the City was taken, thirty-seven years after Jeroboam II. 

In The Book of Tobias, 14:5, we read about the future ruin of Nineve by the efforts of
Nabopolasser and Astyages.  These vestiges did not appear after Christ when Lucien was Emperor. 



Reading II
1 Cor 7:29-31

I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out.
From now on, let those having wives act as not having them,
those weeping as not weeping,
those rejoicing as not rejoicing,
those buying as not owning, 
those using the world as not using it fully.
For the world in its present form is passing away.

Verse 30:  "those weeping as not weeping, those rejoicing as not rejoicing, those buying as 
not owning"

"In this passage the Apostle teaches us, in the midst of our greatest afflictions not to 
suffer ourselves to be overwhelmed with grief, but to recollect that the time of this life
is short, and that temporary pains will be recompensed with the never-fading joys of 
eternity."-Claude Estiennot de la Serra

Gospel
Mk 1:14-20

After John had been arrested,
Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God:
"This is the time of fulfillment.
The kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel."

As he passed by the Sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea;
they were fishermen.
Jesus said to them,
"Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."
Then they abandoned their nets and followed him.
He walked along a little farther
and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.
They too were in a boat mending their nets.
Then he called them.
So they left their father Zebedee in the boat
along with the hired men and followed him. 

Verse 15:  "This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel."

It is as if St. Mark were saying, "To this day the Mosaic law has been in full force, but now the Evangelical Law will now be preached; which law is not undeservedly compared to the Kingdom of God.

"Repent, therefore, says our Savior, and believe the Gospel, for if you believe not, you shall not understand; repent, therefore, and believe.  What advantage is it to believe with good works?  The merit of good works will not bring us to faith, but faith is the beginning of good works."-St. Jerome

Verse 16:  "As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen."

It is known that some of the Apostles returned to fishing until Jesus had called them to be His constant attendants, says St Luke.  So in this passage, it is antecedent in point of time. 

God love yas,

Tim
