Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I 
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19

Samuel was sleeping in the temple of the LORD
where the ark of God was.
The LORD called to Samuel, who answered, "Here I am."
Samuel ran to Eli and said, "Here I am. You called me."
"I did not call you," Eli said. "Go back to sleep."
So he went back to sleep.
Again the LORD called Samuel, who rose and went to Eli.
"Here I am," he said. "You called me."
But Eli answered, "I did not call you, my son. Go back to sleep."

At that time Samuel was not familiar with the LORD,
because the LORD had not revealed anything to him as yet.
The LORD called Samuel again, for the third time.
Getting up and going to Eli, he said, "Here I am. You called me."
Then Eli understood that the LORD was calling the youth.
So he said to Samuel, "Go to sleep, and if you are called, reply,
Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening."
When Samuel went to sleep in his place,
the LORD came and revealed his presence,
calling out as before, "Samuel, Samuel!"
Samuel answered, "Speak, for your servant is listening."

Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him,
not permitting any word of his to be without effect. 

We only have the second part of verse 3 in our reading, so I will include the first.

Verse 3:  "Before the lamp of God went out, Samuel was sleeping in the temple of the LORD where the ark of God was"

The phrase "before the lamp of God went out"  is cross referenced in Exodus 27:20, when some of the lamps were to be extinguished.

Samuel slept.  Some theologians would transpose these words to the end of the verse, as they think it improbable that Samuel would be in the same place where only the High Priest himself could enter only once a year.

"But this change seems harsh and unnecessary, as Heli and Samuel might be in apartments contiguous to the holy place."-Vatable

None of the priests would have been in the sanctuary at night, Heli (in our reading his name is Eli) could have made a judgement that none of the priests had called Samuel.

Verse: 7:  "At that time Samuel was not familiar with the LORD, because the LORD had not revealed anything to him as yet."

Samuel didn't have the knowledge of how God was to reveal His Will to mankind.

Verse 9:  "Getting up and going to Eli, he said, "Here I am. You called me."  Then Eli 
understood that the LORD was calling the youth.  So he said to Samuel, "Go to sleep, and if you are called, reply, Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening." When Samuel went to sleep in his place."

The phrase "Here I am Lord"  implies Samuel was ready to comply with whatever may be asked or required of him.

Verse 10:  "the LORD came and revealed his presence, calling out as before, "Samuel, Samuel!"  Samuel answered, "Speak, for your servant is listening.""

Repeating, or calling out twice, God sometimes does in urgent cases, as we have seen in Genesis 22:11, when God called to Abraham twice.

Verse 19:  "Samuel grew up, and the LORD was with him, not permitting any word of his to be without effect."

In other translations you may find the words: "and not one of his words fell to the ground."  This is understood as the words of the Lord will not go unnoticed as Samuel  announced.  His other predictions were constantly verified, so that he was justly regarded as a true Prophet.


Reading II
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20

Brothers and sisters:
The body is not for immorality, but for the Lord,
and the Lord is for the body;
God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
But whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one Spirit with him.
Avoid immorality.
Every other sin a person commits is outside the body,
but the immoral person sins against his own body.
Do you not know that your body
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?
For you have been purchased at a price.
Therefore glorify God in your body.


Once again we only have a portion of verse 13 in our reading so I will give you the
entire verse using the Douay-Rheims translation:

Verse 13:  "The meat for the belly, and the belly for the meats: but God shall destroy both it and them: but the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body."

In other words, meat is necessary for the support of nature, even though there are many kinds of meats as your average butcher will tell you; but in our reading we are concerned with what we should be keeping in mind, and that is in a short time, the lifetime of a man, God will destroy both the meats and the appetite for eating.  The Body will die but will rise again is the message St. Paul is telling us.

Verses 15-17  "Know you not that your bodies are the members of Christ?  shall I, then,  taking the members of Christ make them the members of a harlot?  God forbid!  Or know you not, that he who adheres to a harlot, is made one body?  For they shall be two in one flesh.  But he who adheres to the Lord is one spirit."

Know you not that your bodies are the members of Christ...and the Temple of the Holy Spirit.  Man consists of soul and body; by Baptism he is made a member of that same mystical body, the Church, of which Christ is head: In Baptism both the body and soul are consecrated to God: they are made the temple of the Holy Spirit, inasmuch as the spirit and grace of God inhabits in men, who are sanctified.  Christ redeemed both our souls and bodies, both which he designs to sanctify, and to glorify hereafter in heaven; so that we must look upon both body and soul as belonging to Christ, and not as our own.

Shall I, then, taking the members of Christ, make them members of an harlot, by a shameful and unlawful commerce? (fornication)  Such sins are chiefly to be avoided by flight, and by avoiding the occasions and temptations.  Other sins are not committed by such an injury done to the body, but by an abuse of something else, that is different from the body, but by fornication and sins on uncleanness, the body itself is defiled and dishonored, whereas the body should to be considered as if were not our own, being redeemed by our Savior Christ, consecrated to Him, with an expectation of a happy resurrection, and of being glorified in heaven.  Endeavor, therefore, to glorify God in your body, by employing it in His service, and bear Him in your body by being obedient to His will.

Dr. Witham says, "We know and we believe that we carry about Jesus Christ in our bodies, but it is the shame and condemnation of a Christian to live as if he neither knew nor believed it.  If fornication is a great crime for a pagan, for a Christian it is a species of sacrilege, accompanied with injustice and ingratitude.  Whoever yields to impurity, converts his body into the temple of the devil, glorifies and carries him about, tearing away the members of Jesus Christ, to make them the members of a harlot."

Verse 20:  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's." 

If fornication is a great crime in a pagan, in a Christian it is a species of sacrilege, 
accompanied with the temple of the devil, glorifies and carries him about, tearing away the members of Jesus Christ, to make them members of a harlot.


Gospel
Jn 1:35-42

John was standing with two of his disciples,
and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God."
The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus.
Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them,
"What are you looking for?"
They said to him, "Rabbi" -- which translated means Teacher,--
"where are you staying?"
He said to them, "Come, and you will see."
So they went and saw where Jesus was staying,
and they stayed with him that day.
It was about four in the afternoon.
Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter,
was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus.
He first found his own brother Simon and told him,
"We have found the Messiah" --which is translated Christ --.
Then he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said,
"You are Simon the son of John;
you will be called Cephas"--which is translated Peter. 

Verse 39:  "He said to them, "Come, and you will see."  So they went and saw where Jesus was staying, and they stayed with him that day.  It was about four in the afternoon."

This is interesting.  The Apostles did not continually stay with Him until He calls them.  They were still fishermen.  In some translations you may read the tenth hour, which is of course, 4 PM.

Verse 42:  "Then he brought him to Jesus.  Jesus looked at him and said,  "You are Simon the son of John; you will be called Cephas"--which is translated Peter."

Our Blessed Lord knew everything, his name, his father's name, and at the very first meeting he tells St. Peter that he will no longer be called Simon, but Cephas; which means Peter, or Rock, and designating him to be the head of His entire Church on earth.

For more information on this, see my commentary on Matthew 16:18  

http://members.aol.com/vaticanspy/index.html

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Cephas is a Syriac word, its import is the same as rock or stone.  And St. Paul commonly calls him by this name; whereas others, both the Greeks and Latins, call him by the Greek appellation, Peter; which signifies the same thing."

St. Cyril of Jerusalem says, "Our Savior, by foretelling that his name should be now no  more Simon, but Peter, did by the word itself aptly signify, that on to him, as on a rock most firm, he would build His Church."


This was taken from my Debate with James White in 1997.  I thought you might like to have this:

Psalm 18:2  The LORD is my ROCK, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

Psalm 18:31  For who is God save the Lord?  Or who is a rock save for God?

Psalm 18:46  The Lord lives and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my Salvation be exalted.

God is the Rock of the Psalms.  Also see Deuteronomy 32:4; cf Psalm 31:3-4, and Isaia 30:29

The word for Rock in Hebrew by the way is SUR.

Just as we find meaning in the importance of designating one as the Rock, in one sense or another, we may also look to the metaphorical parables set forth in Scripture.  Parallelism pervades the Hebrew Scriptures: a preliminary phrase is repeated a second time in a strong metaphorical sense.  Each phrase lies in juxtaposition with and reinforces the imagery of  the other.  For example, lets take a peak at Isaia 51:1 


"Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: look to the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged."

Isaia 52:1  "Behold, I have found a rock (petra) on which I can build and establish the world."  Therefore God called Abraham a Rock, as it is said," Look to the Rock from which you were hewn."  (Yalkut 766 on Numbers 23:9, quoting an earlier source, Tanchuma B. Yelamdenu).

Isaia 51:2  Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.  Now isn't this interesting?  What is the Prophet saying here in 742 BC?  He states simply:

All of you who seek the Lord, Look unto the ROCK.  All of you who seek the Lord, LOOK unto the MAN whom God NAMES as the ROCK, recipient of the metaphorical rendering.  Look unto is repeated before each of the phrases in order that no doubt may be entertained.

Clearly, Abraham is the Rock of Isaia 51:1.  The status of Abraham being a Rock does in NO WAY diminish the status of God as Rock.  God, by making Abraham Rock, did not and could not usurp His own position as Rock.  This is so because Abraham's status and authority is conferred by, and derives from, the One who has full and ultimate Authority, God.  God and  Abraham are not in competition; their positions are complimentary.

The same is true in the New Testament with Jesus, (God) and St. Peter.  It is a forgone conclusion that all Protestants will agree that Jesus Christ is Rock, 1 Corinthians 3:11; 10:3-4; and Ephesians 2:19-20.  But when it comes to Matthew 16:18-20, they seem to Deny Jesus can confer on Simon, who became Peter (Rock) to be hewn from the Rock.  Does anyone deny Jesus being God?  Do others place limits on God?  Mr. White, Christ cannot be any clearer, "You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My Church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it."


Jesus is God, we agree, He can do anything, why do you doubt Him making Simon, hewn from the Rock, as we know He did to Abraham in the Old Testament.  Peter was the first man in the world, according to Archeological evidence, to ever be named Peter.  How fitting it came from God Himself.

Maybe the question we should ask is why Mr. White does not believe in the Bible?
