The Baptism of the Lord 



Reading I 
Is 42:1-4, 6-7

Thus says the LORD:
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one with whom I am pleased,
upon whom I have put my spirit;
he shall bring forth justice to the nations,
not crying out, not shouting,
not making his voice heard in the street.
a bruised reed he shall not break,
and a smoldering wick he shall not quench,
until he establishes justice on the earth;
the coast lands will wait for his teaching.

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice,
I have grasped you by the hand;
I formed you, and set you
as a covenant of the people,
a light for the nations,
to open the eyes of the blind,
to bring out prisoners from confinement,
and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. 

Verse 1: "Thus says the LORD:  Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the nations"

"My Servant"  refers to Jesus, who according to His humanity, is the Servant of God, and Redeemer of mankind.  See Philippians 2:7

Calmet says, "This passage clearly refers to the Messiah who was prefigured by Cyrus."  We'll see how Criers the Great prefigures Christ in verse 6.

"It is quoted by St. Matthew 12:18, who has some variations of the Hebrew and the Septuagint particularly the first part of verse four which the Septuagint renders, 'He shall shine and, and shall not be broken.'"-Calmet


Verse 4:  "until he establishes justice on the earth; the coast lands will wait for his  teaching."

In other translations you might find the words Islands instead of coast lands.  In St. Matthew's Gospel and in the Septuagint the Gentiles shall hope in the Holy Name.

Verse 6:  "I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations"

This was literally verified in Jesus.  Cyrus the Great, who is also called Cyrus the Just, not only released the Jews from their 60 years of captivity, but also gave liberty to many other nations.

Verse 7:  "to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness."

This obviously refers to the Jews being released from Captivity.  It also prefigures the
Redemption of mankind.  These miracles proved that Jesus was the Messiah.  See Luke 7:22



Reading II
Acts 10:34-38


Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered
in the house of Cornelius, saying: 
"In truth, I see that God shows no partiality.
Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly
is acceptable to him.
You know the word that he sent to the Israelites 
as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all,
what has happened all over Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John preached,
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and power.
He went about doing good 
and healing all those oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him."

Verse 35:  "Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him."

"in every nation"  you have probably figured it out by now the word nations refers to every race that is acceptable to God, if they fear Him, and work justice; not only the Jews, but the Gentiles as well.  A Gentile, in case you didn't know is any one who is not Jewish.

The Truth Faith is always presupposed, without which, says the Epistle to the Hebrews 11:6, "it is impossible to please God."  BEWARE of the errors of those who would infer from this passage, that men of all religions may be pleasing to God.  This is not the case at all!  Only the True Religion can come from God.  All other Religions then, and yes I am being a little harsh here just so I can clearly illustrate my point, come from the father of lies; and therefore are highly displeasing to God who is all Truth.  Remember this, Our Blessed Lord founded One Church, not several churches, after nearly 2000 years, we are still here just as He promised we would be.  No government the world has ever seen match the longetivity of our Popes.

'He that fears Him, and works justice,' "So he calls the prayers, alms-deeds, and charitable works of the Gentile Cornelius."-Sigonius

Verse 36:  "You know the word that he sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has happened all over Judea"

This "Word" we read is the Gospel being preached, the key to this passage is the next verse.

"Jesus Christ is Lord of all things.  A proof of Christ's Divinity."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 37:  "beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached"

This began the Public Ministry of Jesus.



Gospel
Mk 1:7-11

This is what he proclaimed: 
"One mightier than I is coming after me.
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water; 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized in the Jordan by John.
On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open 
and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him.
And a voice came from the heavens, 
"You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased." 

Verse 7:  "This is what he proclaimed: 'One mightier than I is coming after me.  I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.'"

Notice how St. John the Baptist, the Precursor, does not yet openly declare Jesus to be the Son of God, but only as one mightier than himself.  The Jews were not prepared to receive His coming; St. John the Baptist therefore wisely led them by degrees to the knowledge of  what Divine Providence had designed them; he yet secretly assures them that He is the Son of God.  

Every time I hear a salesmen talk about his product, describing all the facts, features, advantages, and benefits, it reminds me a lot of St. John the Baptist and how he spoke to these first century Jews about Jesus.  St. John was a pretty good salesman huh? 

"I have Baptized you with water, but He shall Baptize you with the Holy Ghost.  Now it is evident that none but God can bestow upon man the grace of the Holy Ghost." St. Bede the Venerable

Verse 9:  "It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan by John."

The text is clear, we know Jesus was Baptized by immersion.  The words "for He ascended out of the water,"  found in other translations, must mean He had to first descend into it.  This general method of Baptism was in use in the Church for the first 1300 years, according to the acts of the Ecumenical Councils and ancient rituals.  In the Didache, The Teaching of the Twelve, it does state Baptism can also be performed by the sprinkling and pouring of water.

I am not sure there is anyway to prove this, but there are a great many theologians who believe Jesus was Baptized in the Jordan in the exact same spot the Ark of the Covenant stood when the Jews passed over.  It is kind of a nice thought, but is speculation at best.

Verse 10:  "On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open  and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him."

The epithet "Holy"  is not found in our reading, nor is it found is most of the Greek MSS; but it is found in St John's Gospel 1:32-33

Verse 11:  "And a voice came from the heavens, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well  pleased.""

This is the first hint in the New Testament of  The Holy Trinity.  Every Father of the 
Church agree and cite this verse for proof:  The Testimony of the Father speaking; of the Son  receiving the testimony; and the Holy Spirit descending in the shape of a dove.  See Matthew 3:17 


God love yas,

Tim
