The Epiphany of the Lord 

Reading I
Is 60:1-6

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth,
and thick clouds cover the peoples;
but upon you the LORD shines,
and over you appears his glory.
Nations shall walk by your light,
and kings by your shining radiance.
Raise your eyes and look about;
they all gather and come to you:
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters in the arms of their nurses.

Then you shall be radiant at what you see,
your heart shall throb and overflow,
for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you,
the wealth of nations shall be brought to you.
Caravans of camels shall fill you,
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah;
all from Sheba shall come
bearing gold and frankincense,
and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.


Verse 1:  "Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you."

The "Jerusalem"  or O Jerusalem which is found in other translations is not in the Hebrew Scriptures or even in St. Jerome's Latin Vulgate. It is however; in the Septuagint.  Few things may be referred to the terrestrial Jerusalem, though the Prophet Isaia is speaking about mainly about the celestial and of the Church.

The "Lord shines on you"  means very great.  Our Blessed Lord came to save us; He of course is the "Light."

Calmet says, "God prevents by His grace, but man must cooperate to be justified."

Verse 2:  "See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and over you appears his glory."

Babylon will suffer, while you are relieved.

Calmet says, "The Gentiles continue in darkness till they embrace the faith."

"Only those who are in the Catholic Church receive the light of truth."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 3:  "Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance."

This is a reference to the Magi.  The Three wise men who brought Jesus His gifts were the first.  This is where why the Christmas song is titled:  "We Three Kings."

Verse 4:  "Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to you: your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their nurses."

With the phrase 'your daughters in the arms of their nurses' right away you get the idea of nursing mothers, as the word "suck" which was used by St. Jerome, and is implied in the Hebrew text.  The Septuagint reads:  "Shall be carried on their shoulders."

This is probably a reference to the Captives and of the Catholic Church which was founded by Jesus Christ and our members are gathered up from all over the world and come to Mass, where Our Blessed Lord is present in the Holy Eucharist.

Verse 5:  "Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you."

This message is often times mixed with joy.  See Matthew 28:8

Another important note here is no nations joined the Jews, as they did the Catholic Church.

This verse is filled with prophecy.  Right off hand I can think of Christina Alexandra, after her father, Gustavus Adolphus, The Lion of the North, was defeated in the Thirty Years War, she donated her very extensive library to the Church; it was added to the Vatican Library.

Christina, by the way spent her last years in Rome as a Catholic.  Her father, a Protestant, usurped the Crown in Norway and became wealthy of the spoils of the Church.  He was the one Cardinal Richelieu hired to fight the Hapsburgs for five tubs of gold.

Verse 6:  "Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Madian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the LORD."

Epha was Abraham's grandson who lived near his father, Madian, in Arabia, which was famous for camels.  

Abraham had a handmaid named Qetourah, her name signifies "incense." it was by her his son Madian is from.  He settled in Arabia.  
See Genesis 25:14; 1 Chronicles 1:32; and Deuteronomy 33:10 

Just for a gee whiz fact, Abraham had five sons with his handmaid, Cetura, but only one is identified as Shuah.  See Numbers26:5; 1 Chronicles 2:47; and 4:17

Dromedaries are swift camels with one hump and short hair, they are primarily Arabian camels, but are also found in parts of India and Northern Africa. 

This passage is interesting.  The Arabians did embrace the Gospel, but never brought their treasures to Jerusalem.

The Three Kings, or Magi, came on swift beasts to adore Christ, and fulfills this prophecy.

Reading II
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

Brothers and sisters:
You have heard of the stewardship of God's grace 
that was given to me for your benefit,
namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation.
It was not made known to people in other generations 
as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body,
and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.


Verse 2:  "Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship of God's grace  that was given to me for your benefit."

In some translations you may find the words:  "If yet you have heard..."  This does not by any means imply a doubt, but it is exactly as how we have it in our reading today, You have heard.

In our reading we have the phrase "stewardship of God's grace."  St. Jerome translated this in the Latin Vulgate using the word "Dispensation."  St. Paul liked to use the word dispensation to signify the manner by which something is done.  

The sense in this passage, according to Dr. Robert Witham, is, if you have heard how by the grace of God I have been made your Apostle.

Once again they only gave us the first half of the verse three, so I will give you the 
Douay-Rheims translation:

Verse 3:  "How that, according to revelation, the mystery has been made known to me, as I have written above in brief"

By this mystery, he means what he said at the end of chapter two in the Epistle to the Church at Ephesus, that the coming of Christ and the preaching of the Gospel to both the Jews and Gentiles.  All nations should be united into one Church, by one and the same Faith.  Our Lady promised St. John Bosco the Protestants will come back to the Catholic Church.  We await with joy and anticipation of this event to occur.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "by the revelation, and to the other Apostles and Prophets."

"Revelation, the same as he mentions in Galatians 1:12; where speaking of his Gospel, he says, 'For neither did I receive it of man, nor did I learn it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.'  This revelation seems to have regarded principally three things:

1).  The redemption and justification of man by Jesus

2).  the vocation of the Gentiles

3).  a positive command to announce the Gospel to them.

He speak particularly of the second and third."-Claude Estiennot de la Serre

I think I introduced him to you a while back.  He was a Benedictine of the 
Congregation of Saint-Maur.  He was professed a Benedictine in 1658.  His first
published work was "Pontoise,"  a history of the Abbey in three volumes.

Verse 5:  "It was not made known to people in other generations  as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit"

Read this verse over twice.  St. Paul, as both St. Jerome and St. John Chrysostom notice in their writings, does not absolutely say that this mystery was not known, but only not known as it was afterwards to the Apostles.    

"For whether by this mystery we understand the Incarnation of Christ, or the uniting of the Jews and Gentiles into one Church, we cannot doubt but both were revealed to Abraham, David, and to many of the Prophets and just men in the time of the Law; but now, it was revealed and made known to all."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 6:  "that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel."

'the Gentiles are coheirs'  This is the mystery which was unknown, and now revealed. 

"This is what the greatest part of the Jews could never be brought to believe, that the 
Gentiles should be equally sharers with them of God's promises and blessings.  They were strangely scandalized that St. Peter should receive Cornelius, an uncircumcised man, into the same communion.  On the like account they persecuted St. Paul."-Dr. Robert Witham


Gospel
Mt 2:1-12

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
in the days of King Herod, 
behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
"Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage."
When King Herod heard this,
he was greatly troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him.
Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.
They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for thus it has been written through the prophet:
And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
since from you shall come a ruler,
who is to shepherd my people Israel."
Then Herod called the magi secretly 
and ascertained from them the time of the star's appearance.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 
"Go and search diligently for the child.
When you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may go and do him homage."
After their audience with the king they set out.
And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, 
until it came and stopped over the place where the child was.
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, 
and on entering the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and did him homage.
Then they opened their treasures 
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed for their country by another way. 


Verse 1:  "When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem."

King Herod the Great, his surname was Ascalonite, was a foreigner, but a proselyte to the Jewish religion.
St. Jerome says this city is called Bethlehem of Juda, to distinguish it from another
Bethlehem, which was located in the division of the Tribe of Zabulon.

The Magi, or Wise men if you prefer, both the Latin and Greek texts seem to signify
they were wise philosophers and astronomers, which is the common expression.  It is interesting that the same word is also used for magician or soothsayers, as it is
applied to Simon Magus in Acts 8:9 and to Elymas in Acts 8:5-8.

Some of the ancient interpreters think these men might have been magicians before their conversion.  Some say Arabia, some say Chaldea, others say Persia.  The Magi have been interpreted to have been Kings, Princes, or lords some small territories.  The number of these men is really uncertain. We got the number three from Pope St. Leo the Great in his sermon on the Epiphany. He spoke as if there were three, probably because of their three-fold offerings.  The names of these men came in later writings and are of less authority.

To open up another can of worms, there are many opinions as to when the star appeared to these men, whether it appeared before Christ's birth or when He was actually born, which seems to be more probable.  As an historian I do not have time to list all the names of those who want to argue on the year, or the day of the year, when they arrived at Bethlehem, and paid homage to our Blessed Lord. I have read about some theologians who think the star did not appear until Christ was two years old.  St. Jerome puts the massacre of the Holy Innocents about that time in his Chronicle.  But, taking it for granted that the Wise men came to Jerusalem and to Bethlehem the same year that Christ was born, it is not certain on what day  of the year they adored Him.

Let's face it, even on a swift Dromedary, it does not compare to an automobile with a V-8 engine, there were no paved roads as we know them back then either.  We don't know how long it took the Magi to travel from where they began, it could have been a week or so.

Since the Fourth Century when we began celebrating the Birth of Christ, the Holy Roman Catholic Church has set the date for Epiphany on January 6th.  In that day's office, it used to read, maybe it still does, I haven't used a Breviary since my Seminary days, "This day a star led the wise men to the manger."  Meaning this is the day we keep in remembrance of it.  The Epiphany, by the way, is the Twelfth Day of Christmas.

"The Wise men by the 11th verse, found Jesus at Bethlehem, where His Blessed Mother was to remain forty days, till the time of her purification was expired.  And it seems most probable that the wise men came to Bethlehem about that time, rather than within thirteen days after Christ's birth: for had  they come so soon after Christ was born, and been directed to go, and make diligent inquiry at Bethlehem, which was not above five miles from Jerusalem, it can scarcely be imagined that so suspicious and jealous a Prince as Herod was, would have waited almost a month for their return without searching for the new-born King.  But it is likely, being again alarmed by what happened was Jesus was presented in the Temple at His
Mother's purification, he thereupon gave those cruel and barbarous orders for the massacre of those Innocent infants."-Dr. Robert Witham


Verse 2:  "saying, 'Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.'"

They knew it had to be His star, either by some prophecy among them or by Divine revelation.  This star was was some lightsome body in the air, which at last seemed to point to them the very place where the world's Redeemer lay.  We don't know if it guided them during the whole course of their journey from the East to Jerusalem.  We read nothing more in the Gospel, but that it appeared to them in the East, and they saw it again, upon their leaving Jerusalem to go to Bethlehem.

"The Wise men in the Syrian tongue 'magusecha,' are supposed to have come from Stony Arabia, near the Euphrates River.  They might have preserved  in this country the remembrance of the the prophecy of Balaam, which had announced the coming of the Messiah by the emblem of a star, (Numbers 24:17) which was to arise from Jacob.  The star  which appeared then, was the symbol of the star which Balaam had predicated."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 3:  "When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him."

Herod was troubled through fear of losing his kingdom, he being a foreigner, and had obtained the sovereighnty through violence.

The question is why was all of Jerusalem alarmed at the news of a King so long and so ardently expected?  There are two schools of thought here.

1).  Because the people in Jerusalem were well acquainted with the cruelty of Herod and feared a more galling slavery.  
OR

2).  Through apprehension of riots, and of a revolution, which could not be effected without bloodshed, as the Romans had such a strong hold.  

"The Romans were simply worn down from the perpetual wars, that most miserable servitude, with peace, was to the Jews  an object rather of envy than depreciation."-Amama   He was a Protestant, but I liked this quote

Verse 6:  "And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel."

This verse is a clear prophecy concerning the Messiah, foretold by the Prophet Michea.  The words the Prophet used are a little different than the words St. Matthew uses here.  The main difference is, that in the Prophet, Michea 5:2 we read:  "And you Bethlehem are little; but St. Matthew says, you are not the least.  Some answer that the words of the Prophet are to be expounded by way of interrogation, "are you little?"  It is certain the following words, both in the Prophet's and the Evangelist's "outof you shall come a leader"  or a Captain or a ruler as we have in our translation; to show that the meaning is, "You are not little."

St. Jerome's observation seems to clear this point: he tells us, that the Jewish priests, who were consulted, gave Herod the sense, and not the very words of the Prophet Michea.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "The testimony of the priests proves that this text of Michea was even then generally applied to the Messiah, and that to Him alone it must be referred  according to the letter."

Verse 11:  "and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.  They prostrated themselves and did him homage.  Then they opened their treasures  and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh."

Several of the Early Fathers of the Church in their writings and homilies represent the Wise Men adoring Jesus in the stable and in the manger, yet others, like one of my favorites, St. John Chrysostom indicates Jesus may have been moved into a little house in Bethlehem before the Magi arrived.  This makes sense to me, why would the Holy Family spend any more time in a stable than they had to?

Prostrating themselves or falling down adoring Jesus, was not a civil form of worship, but an enlightened one by Divine inspiration, they worshiped and adored Him as their Savior and their God.

The gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, according to the Early Fathers of the Church have a mystical signification.  The gold, was signified the tribute they paid to Him, as their King.

The Incense, that He was God; and the myrrh, (which was used to embalm dead bodies) that now

He became a mortal man.  This information was taken from the writings of St. Ambrose and Pope St. Gregory the Great.

St. Eusibius says, "The Church sings, 'hodie stella Magos duxit ad praesepium,' but it is not probable that the Blessed Virgin should remain so long in the open stable, and the less so, because the multitude, who hindered Joseph from finding accommodations either among his relatives or in the public caravansaries, had returned to their own homes."

They did Him homage.  "Therefore, in the Eucharist also, Christ is to be adored.  For it is of no consequence under what appearance He is pleased to give Himself to us, whether that of a perfect man, a speechless child as here, or under the appearance of Bread and Wine, provided it is evident that He is there; for that alone He is to be adored.  Frivolous is the objection of certain sectarists, that Christ does not give Himself to us in the Blessed Eucharist to be adored, but to be eaten.  For Christ was not in Bethlehem, nor did He descend from Heaven to be adored: He tells us in the 20th chapter of Matthew (verse 28) 'that the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister;' yet He was adored on earth, even while He was in His mortal state, by the Magi, by His Disciples, by the blind man that was cured of his  blindness, and other."-Dr. Robert Witham

"Let us imitate the Magi, You see Him not now in the crib, but on the Altar; not a woman holding Him, but the priest present, and the Holy Ghost poured out abundantly upon the Sacrifice."-St. John Chrysostom Homily 24

This commentary was fascinating for me to put together.  I learned a few things I had not known.  My Confirmation class is on break and I am writing this for you, my online friends.  I just want to say thanks for asking to receive this work.  If it were not for you, I would not have written this and would have missed out on learning these new things.

God love yas and Happy New Year!

Tim
