Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

Reading I
Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying:
"Fear not, Abram!
I am your shield;
I will make your reward very great."
But Abram said,
"O Lord GOD, what good will your gifts be,
if I keep on being childless
and have as my heir the steward of my house, Eliezer?"
Abram continued,
"See, you have given me no offspring,
and so one of my servants will be my heir."
Then the word of the LORD came to him:
"No, that one shall not be your heir;
your own issue shall be your heir."
The Lord took Abram outside and said,
"Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can.
Just so," he added, "shall your descendants be."
Abram put his faith in the LORD,
who credited it to him as an act of righteousness.

The LORD took note of Sarah as he had said he would;
he did for her as he had promised.
Sarah became pregnant and bore Abraham a son in his old age,
at the set time that God had stated.
Abraham gave the name Isaac to this son of his
whom Sarah bore him.

Verse 1:  "The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying: "Fear not, Abram! I am your shield; I will make your reward very great."

He might naturally be under some apprehensions, lest the four kings should attempt to be revenged upon him.

The Reward was given since Abram generously despised earthly riches.

Abram was not asleep, but saw a vision of exterior objects, as we find in verse 6.

Verse 2:  "But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on being childless and have as my heir the steward of my house, Eliezer?"

In other words Abram is asking, To what purpose should I store up riches, since I have no son to inherit them?  Abram knew God had promised him a numerous prosperity; but he was not apprized how this was to be verified, and whether he was to adopt some other for his second heir.  Therefore, he asks modestly, how he should understand the promise.

In the Hebrew text this verse is rendered a little different. "The steward of my house" refers to Eliezer of Damascus.  We don't know whether Eliezer or Damascus is the proper name.  The Septuagint has the "son of Mesech, my handmaid, this Eliezer of Damascus."  A lot of theologians think that Damascus was the son of Eliezer, the steward.  The sentence is left unfinished. and must be supplied from the following verse, "shall be my heir."  

"The son of perdition (Which is not included in our reading) denotes the person lost."-Calmet

Verse 6:  "Abram believed God, and it was reputed to him unto justice."

Reputed by God.. who cannot judge wrong; so that Abram increased in justice by this act of Faith, believing that his wife, now advanced in years, would have a child; from whom others should spring, more numerous than the stars of heaven.

This faith was accomplished and followed by many other acts of virtue.

or

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14

God sets a father in honor over his children;
a mother's authority he confirms over her sons.
Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them.
When he prays, he is heard;
he stores up riches who reveres his mother.
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children,
and, when he prays, is heard.
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life;
he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother.

My son, take care of your father when he is old;
grieve him not as long as he lives.
Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him;
revile him not all the days of his life;
kindness to a father will not be forgotten,
firmly planted against the debt of your sins
--a house raised in justice to you. 


Verse 2-3:  "God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother's authority he confirms over her sons.  Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them.  When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother.

In other words, God will avenge any disrespect shown to parents.

Verse 7:  "Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother."

"Though you feed your parents, you are still much in their debt."-St. Ambrose

Verse 15:  "Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not all the days of his life; kindness to a father will not be forgotten"

However sick they may be, they do not loose the character of fathers.

Those who despise their fathers can never truly serve the invisible Deity.  Fathers are the visible figure of God on earth, says Philo

Verse 16:  "revile him not all the days of his life; kindness to a father will not be 
forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of your sins --a house raised in justice to you."

He who reviles his father meditates blasphemy against the Deity.  A person who does this is much like a blasphemer.



Reading II
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19

Brothers and sisters:
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place
that he was to receive as an inheritance;
he went out, not knowing where he was to go.
By faith he received power to generate,
even though he was past the normal age
--and Sarah herself was sterile--
for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy.
So it was that there came forth from one man,
himself as good as dead,
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky
and as countless as the sands on the seashore.

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises was ready to offer his only son,
of whom it was said,
"Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name."
He reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead,
and he received Isaac back as a symbol.



Verse 8:  "Brothers and sisters: By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to go."

"He commands his faith, who believing God, left his own country, lived in Chanaan as in a strange country, waiting for the promise and for a city, whose builder and maker is God, that is, for an inhabitation in the Kingdom of Heaven."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 11:  "he went out, not knowing where he was to go.  By faith he received power to generate, even though he was past the normal age --and Sarah herself was sterile--for he thought that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy."

"Though Sarah seemed at first incredulous, yet she presently believed, and conceded Isaac when she was past the age of having children."-Dr. Robert Witham.

Verse 12:  "So it was that there came forth from one man, himself as good as dead, 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore."

The phrase here "good as dead" means dead in a manner in that respect, and incapable of having children by Sarah.

Verse 17:  "By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac,  and he who had received the promises was ready to offer his only son"

That is, he was ready, willing, and able to do it, even though Isaac was his only son, by whom God had promised to give him numerous descendants, but by faith he considered that God, who had miraculously given him a son, could if He pleased raise him to life again.

Verse 19:  "He reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol."

Some Theologians think this passage means both Abraham and his son are examples of perfect obedience to God that all nations should rightly admire.  

St. John Chrysostom says, "that Abraham received again his son safe in a figure, by being ordered to sacrifice for him a ram, which was a figure of Isaac."  

Other theologians agree that Abraham received again his son Isaac, who was a figure of Christ sacrificed on the Cross, and risen again.  Christ carried the Cross on which He was to suffer, as Isaac carried the wood up to the mountain where he was to have been offered.

Dr. Robert Witham comments, "as a figure of Christ slain and coming to life again."


or
Col 3:12-21

Brothers and sisters:
Put on, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,
bearing with one another and forgiving one another,
if one has a grievance against another;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do.
And over all these put on love, 
that is, the bond of perfection.
And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, 
the peace into which you were also called in one body.
And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another,
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or in deed, 
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, 
as is proper in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives, 
and avoid any bitterness toward them.
Children, obey your parents in everything, 
for this is pleasing to the Lord.
Fathers, do not provoke your children, 
so they may not become discouraged.

Verse 14:  "And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection."

"Above all these things have charity, the love of God, and of your neighbor, which is the bond of perfection, the end of all virtues, which unites the hearts of all to God."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 15:  "And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one body.  And be thankful."

In other words, the peace of Christ rejoice!  Reign, conquer, bear away the prize.

Verse 16:  "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and 
admonish one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God."

This is what I try to do.  St. Paul is telling us to read and study the Scriptures; meditate on what our Blessed Lord has done and suffered for us.  It is a false statement of the Fundamentalists and other non-Catholic Christians who claim it was ever forbidden us to read the Bible.  Mother Church, like a mother who cares and nurtures her children, has wisely recommended that we faithful ask our Priests and Pastors what versions of the Bible she approves as most conformable to the original Bible, the Latin Vulgate, which has received the sanction of the Holy Catholic Church, and at the same time forbids them those which might corrupt the faith, such as the King James version.   

Just a bit of humor here, I refer to the King James version as the "Reader's Digest Version" of the Bible.  It lacks the Dueterocanonical books and the footnotes conform to Protestant teachings.

In forbidding the reading of non-Catholic Bibles, the Church acts the part of a good and provident mother, conducting her children to the rich and salutary pastures of peace and plenty, and carefully guarding them from others where tempting but noxious weeds luxuriantly grow, watered with the baneful streams of polluted and poisoned sources.

Leviticus 11:36

If pure be the streams from the fountain,
As purely the river will flow;
If noxious the stream from the mountain,
It poisons the valley below.


Verse 17:  "And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."

In other words, Let all be done for the Honor and Glory of Jesus.


Gospel
Lk 2:22-40

When the days were completed for their purification 
according to the law of Moses,
they took him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord,
just as it is written in the law of the Lord,
Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, 
and to offer the sacrifice of
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.
This man was righteous and devout,
awaiting the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he should not see death
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.
He came in the Spirit into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus 
to perform the custom of the law in regard to him,
he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying:
"Now, Master, you may let your servant go
in peace, according to your word,
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in sight of all the peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel."
The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; 
and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
"Behold, this child is destined
for the fall and rise of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be contradicted
--and you yourself a sword will pierce--
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."
There was also a prophetess, Anna, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, 
having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage,
and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.
She never left the temple, 
but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer.
And coming forward at that very time, 
she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child
to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions
of the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth.
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him.

Verse 22:  "When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord."

"The Blessed Virgin Mother stood not in need of this ceremony, to which she submitted herself, as her Son did to that of circumcision."-Dr. Robert Witham 

"St. Laurence and St. Justin Martyr in his sermon on the purification very well observes: grace raised the Virgin above the Law; humility subjected her to it.  Jesus Christ, in subjecting Himself to the Law of Moses, has left an example tp princes, magistrates, to obey their own laws; for then they may expect them to be observed by others, when themselves show respect to them."-Barradas

Here is another theologian I will introduce you to.  Sabatio Barradas was a Portuguese exegete and Preacher from Lisbon.  He died in 1615 at Coimbra.  He joined the Jesuit Order in 1558.  He taught for many years at Coimbra and preached with such zeal he was nick-named, "The Apostle of Portugal."  He published two books, one of them is considered a treasure house for preachers on the Gospels.  It was frequently printed and reprinted in Italy, Germany, and France.  Many scholars have found his commentary on Exodus to be very useful.

Verse 23:  "just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord."

This translation is more conformable to the doctrine of Fathers of the Church, that Christ was born without opening the womb; which the Venerable St. Bede calls the doctrine of the Catholic Church.  See Exodus 13:2 and Numbers 8:16

Verse 24:  "Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons"

This was the offering of the poorer classes of people.  Protestant apologists like to pretend this verse claims Mary is not the Immaculate Conception.  As you can see, I have no clue where they draw that conclusion from.

Verse 25:  "Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.  This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him."  Some conjecture he was a Jewish priest.

"awaiting the consolation of Israel" for the happy coming of the Messiah.

"and the Holy Spirit was upon him."  by the Spirit of Grace and of Prophecy.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "The consolation here expected by Holy Simeon, was the coming of the Messiah and the consequent redemption of mankind from sin and the devil not a redemption only, as some carnal Jews thought, from the power of temporal enemies.  These supposed the Messiah was to come in order to raise them in power above all nations, to whom before his coming they had been subjects."

St. Gregory of Nyssa says, "Many have pretended that Simeon was a priest, the best and oldest interpreters say he was a laic."  (laic, pronounced  lay-ic, is a $50 word for layman)

Verse 26:  "It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see deathbefore he had seen the Christ of the Lord."
In other words, he would no die without seeing the Messiah.

Verse 27:  "He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him"

He was moved by the Holy Spirit.

Verse 30:  "for my eyes have seen your salvation"

That is, our Savior whom he had seen.

Verse 31:  "which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles"

This means not only the Jews, but the Gentiles as well will see Christ as the Light of the world.  The Gentiles of course are included as the spiritual children of Abraham, to whom the promises were made.

Verse 33:  "The child's father and mother were amazed at what was said about him"

In the Greek text it reads: Joseph and the mother of Jesus.

Verse 34:  "and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted"

Christ came for the redemption and salvation of all men; but Simeon prophesies what would happen in consequence of the wilful blindness and obstinacy of many.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Not that God sent His Son for the fall of any man, but that many, by their own perverseness, in wilfully refusing to receive and obey him, would take occasion of falling."

Sigonius says, "and to be a sign that will be contradicted, to signify that Christ and His Doctrine, should be as it were a mark, or built, against whom the Jews should discharge the arrows and darts of their malice."

Dr. Robert Witham takes notice that St. Paul (2 Cor 2:16) We are to one the odor of death unto death, but to the other the odor of life unto life.

Verse 35:  "--and you yourself a sword will pierce-- so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

These words figurativley express the grief of the Blessed Virgin Mary when she was present at the death of her Son on the Cross.  

"These words should be taken by way of a parenthesis.  'so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed,' and these words should be joined with what went before, to wit, that child shall be a sign of contradiction, set unto the fall and resurrection of many, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed and disclosed; when some shall believe and others remain in their obstinacy." -Dr. Robert Witham

The Venerable St. Bede and most others I have found understand this this passage to mean the sharp sorrow, which wounded the soul of the Blessed Virgin Mary, at the time of Christ's Passion.  

Carthusianus and Jansenius explain this passage as follows:  "Behold, this child is placed for a sign that shall be contradicted, which as a sword of most poignant grief will pierce your soul, O Virgin!  But Christ shall be contradicted, that the thoughts of the Jews may be revealed from many hearts, and it may appear who among them are good, and who are wicked and hypocrites."

Verse 36:  "There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage"

Anna was another to witness that Jesus was the Messiah, venerable for her age, and more for her piety.  The "having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage" refers to her being a wife for seven years then remaining a widow after the death of her husband.  As we see in the next verse she was 84 years old and constantly in the temple praying, fasting, and serving God.

Verse 40:  "The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;  and the favor of God was upon him."

It was from this verse that the JW's today and the Arians of the past pretended to prove Christ was not truly God, who cannot advance or increase in wisdom.  

"The true meaning is, that Jesus, as He advanced in age as man, gave greater marks of His Divine Wisdom, and discovered Himself full of knowledge and wisdom."-Dr. Robert Witham



God love yas,

Tim
