The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 



Reading I
Ez 34:11-12, 15-17

Thus says the Lord GOD:
I myself will look after and tend my sheep. 
As a shepherd tends his flock
when he finds himself among his scattered sheep,
so will I tend my sheep.
I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered
when it was cloudy and dark. 
I myself will pasture my sheep;
I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD. 
The lost I will seek out,
the strayed I will bring back,
the injured I will bind up,
the sick I will heal,
but the sleek and the strong I will destroy,
shepherding them rightly.

As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD,
I will judge between one sheep and another,
between rams and goats. 

Verse 12:  "so will I tend my sheep"  In case any are lost.

Verse 13 is not part of our reading but it is important so I will give you the Douay-
Rheims translation:

"And I will bring them out from the people and will gather them out of the countries,
and will bring them to their own land; and I will feed them in the mountains of Israel,
by the rivers, and in all the habitations of the land."

What is important here is that this entire verse CANNOT be understood of the synagogue alone.  We begin to see the prefigurment of the Church.  The feeding of course is the Blessed Sacrament.

Verse 16:  "The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the injured I will 
bind up, the sick I will heal, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy, shepherding 
them rightly."

God and all those He sends will take care of His flock.  See Ephesians 4

Verse 17:  "As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD, I will judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats."

The crimes of the Pastors do not excuse the flock.  in it there are people of different dispositions.  The rich often destroy, and these are brought to an account. 
See verse 24

Verse 23 is not part of our reading either, but it is too important not be mentioned.  I will give you the Douay-Rheims translation:

"AND I WILL SET UP ONE SHEPARD OVER THEM, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their God, and my servant."

David is Christ, who is from the line of David.  The King had been dead a long before , so  that no Jew or heretic can deny but that  the Messiah is here meant.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "He possessed eminently all the virtues of David and was of his seed.  Zorobable cannot be understood, as we have no proof that the governors after the captivity were chosen from the tribe of Juda."

Zorobable was the son of Salathiel, of the royal race of King David.  See 2 Esrda 12:1; Matthew 1:13; and Luke 3:27.

Cyrus the Great delivered to him the sacred vessels of the Temple and he was the Prince of those who returned.  He it was who laid the foundations of the Temple.  See 1 Esdra 3:8-9 and Zachariah 4:9.  He restored the worship of God and the accostomed sacrifices




Reading II


Corinth was a Roman colony built upon the remains of a Greek city, it was the capitol of Achaia, a very rich and populous city, materially prosperous and morally corrupt.   See Acts 18:1-18
St Paul preached first to the Jews in the Synagogue and then to the Gentiles in the House of Titus Justus

After having received a letter from them and being informed of all sorts of disputes among them, he wrote them this letter.  It was written about the year 56 from Ephesus, not from Philippi, as it is commonly marked at the end of Greek copies.

The main subject St. Paul address is Ecclesiastical discipline.  He justifies his mission, and his manner of preaching in the first four chapters.  In chapter five he see him  teaching what is to be done with those men who are guilty of the scandalous sin of incest. St. Paul goes on to speak against the sins of chastity, matrimony, and the state of continency, which the Baltimore Catechism defines as "the control over impure desires and  acts," in chapter six and seven.  In Chapter eight, he condemns the offering of meats to idols.  in chapter nine and ten the Apostle teaches them how they should converse.  In  chapter eleven, he speaks of the Holy Eucharist.  The gifts of the Holy Spirit are found in  chapters twelve-fourteen.  We find St. Paul teaching about the Faith and the Resurrection in chapter fifteen; and of charitable contributions in chapter sixteen.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "St. Paul having planted the faith in Corinth, where he had  preached a year and a half, converted a great many, went to Ephesus.  After being there three years, he wrote this first Epistle to the Corinthians, and sent it by the same persons, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, who had brought their letter to him.  It was written about twenty-four years after the Lord's Ascension, and contains several matters appertaining to the faith and morals, and also to ecclesiastical discipline."

1 Cor 15:20-26, 28

Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since death came through man, the resurrection of the dead came also through man.

For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order  Christ the first fruits; then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  When everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who subjected everything to him, so that God may be all in all.


Verses 20-23:  "Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through man, the resurrection of the dead came also through man.  For just as in Adam all die, so too in  Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the first fruits;"

St. Paul brings many reasons to convince the Corinthians of the Resurrection.  In verse four of this chapter he tells them the resurrection was foretold in Scripture, and if  Christ had not risen, then the faith is all in vain.  Another point he brings up is we  have confirmed the doctrine by many miracles.  

Without a Resurrection  we Christians, who live under self denials and persecutions, would be the most miserable beings on the planet, not only being unhappy in this world, but the next as well.  The happiness of the soul requires a happy resurrection of the body.

Christ being the first fruit and the first begotten of the dead, of those who have slept, indicates that others will also rise after Him.  

"As death came by the first man, Adam, so the second Man, Christ came to repair the death of men, both as to body and soul; and without Chris's Resurrection, both shall not rise again."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 24:  "then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every authority and power."

Then comes the end, that is, after the general resurrection of all, will be the end of the world.  Then Christ will deliver up His Kingdom, as to this world, over all men, over the devil and his apostate angels, signified by the Angelic Choirs of the Principalities and Powers.  In our reading this version uses the term "sovereignty" to describe the Angelic Choir of the Principalities.

Christ, both as God and man shall reign for all eternity, not only over His elect but over all creatures, having triumphed by His Resurrection over the enemy of mankind, the devil, over sin, and over death, which is as it were the last enemy of His elect.  

"At the general Resurrection, Christ will present these elect to His Heavenly Father, as the fruits of His victory over sin and death; and though as man He came to suffer and die,  and was also made subject to His eternal Father, yet being God as well as man, He is Lord  of all, and will make His faithful servants partakers of His glory in His heavenly Kingdom."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 28:  "When everything is subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who subjected everything to him, so that God may be all in all."

The Son himself will also be subjected, that is, The Son will be subject to the Father, according to His human nature, even  after the General Resurrection; and also the whole Mystical Body of Christ  will be entirely subject to God, obeying Him in everything.



Gospel
Mt 25:31-46

Jesus said to his disciples:
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him,
he will sit upon his glorious throne,
and all the nations will be assembled before him. 
And he will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 

He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
Then the king will say to those on his right,
'Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me,
ill and you cared for me,
in prison and you visited me.'
Then the righteous will answer him and say,
'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink? 
When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
or naked and clothe you? 
When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?'
And the king will say to them in reply,
'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.'
Then he will say to those on his left,
'Depart from me, you accursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
For I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
a stranger and you gave me no welcome,
naked and you gave me no clothing,
ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.'
Then they will answer and say,
'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison,
and not minister to your needs?'
He will answer them, 'Amen, I say to you,
what you did not do for one of these least ones,
you did not do for me.'
And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

Verses 31-33  "Jesus said to his disciples:"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him.  And he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left."

In the Books of the Prophets and in the Book of Revelation, the Messiah is depicted on a throne, like a judge.  This is how Jesus will come at the end of the world, to judge the living and the dead.

The Last Judgement is a truth spelled out in the very earliest creedal statements of the Church and a Dogma of faith solemnly defined by His Holiness, Pope Benedict XII in the Constitution Benedictus Deus, January 29, 1336.

Verse 34:  "Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."

"By setting forth to all the world the good works of His faithful servants, the Sovereign Judge silences the murmurs of the reprobate, who might otherwise object that they had it not in their power to do good.  In the same manner, the conduct of the wise virgins was the condemnation of the foolish ones; the diligence of the faithful servant, of the sloth and drunkenness of the idle one; the zeal of the servants who multiplied the talents entrusted to them, of him that hid his talent in the ground; and the fervor of the observers of the Commandments, of the negligence and remissness of those who are ever transgressing them."-St. John Chrysostom homily 80

St. Augustin says, "These works of mercy prevail towards life everlasting, and to the blotting out of former sins; in Psalm 49."

Verse 35:  "For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me"

On the day of the Last Judgment all those who are guilty of the sin of omission by failing to do good works will be condemned.

Dr. Robert Witham says "St. Augustin in his 33rd sermon brings a beautiful reason why the Kingdom of heaven is bestowed solely upon the works of mercy, and eternal damnation for the neglect of them; because, however just a man may be,  still he has many failings to atone for, on account of which the Kingdom of heaven might be justly denied him: but he has shown mercy his neighbors, he deserves in like manner to have mercy shown him.   But the wicked, not having shown mercy to their neighbors, nor redeemed their sins by  alms-deeds, or the like, are thus delivered up to eternal damnation."

Bishop Cornelius Jansesius of Ypres, once again, not the heretic, but a Bishop of the Church, says, "Jesus Christ only mentions one species of good works, though others may be equally meritorious; for the means of salvation are not precisely the same for all the Saints; some are saved by poverty, others by solitude, and each by that virtue which he shall have practiced in the greatest degree of perfection."

Verse 36:  "naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.' Then the righteous will answer him and say, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?"

You visited me, How much easier do you want it?  Our Blessed Lord has made it simple for us.  He will not say at the day of Judgement:  "I was in prison, and you delivered  me; I was sick, and you healed me; but only this, you visited me, and you came to me."

St. John Chrysostom says in his Homily 80, "This seems particularly addressed to
Christians engaged in the cares of the world, whose salvation principally depends on
the practice of works and mercy."

One thing we have to always remember is that when we do these Spiritual and Corporal Works of mercy, we have to see Christ, in our brethren.  St. Augustine hit the nail on the head and spells it out, for the sins of omission we will be condemned.  It does not get much clearer than this!  I think the key to this passage is we must learn to recognize Jesus when He comes out to meet us in our brothers and the people around us.

"No human life is ever isolated.  It is bound up with other lives.  No man or woman is a single verse; we all make up one divine poem which God writes with the cooperation of our Freedom."-Blessed Jose Escriva, founder of Opus Dei


St. John of the Cross says in his Spiritual Sentences and Maxims, "Our Lord will ask us to account not only for the evil we have done but also for the good we have omitted.  We can see that sins of omission are a very serious matter and that the basis of love of neighbor is Christ's presence in the least of our brothers and sisters."


St. Teresa of Avila wrote, "Here the Lord asks only two things of us:  love for His 
Majesty and love for our neighbor.  It is for these two virtues that we must strive, and 
if we attain them perfectly we are doing His will.  The surest sign that we are keeping
these two Commandments is, I think, that we should really be loving our neighbor; for
we cannot be sure if we are loving God, although we may have good reasons for believing that we are, but we can know quite well if we are loving our neighbor.  And be certain that, the farther advanced you find you are in this, the greater the love you will have for God; for so dearly does His Majesty love us that will reward our love for our neighbor by increasing the love which we bear to himself, and that in a thousand ways: this I cannot doubt."-Interior Castle, Verse 3 of St. Teresa of Avila

I want to make one other point before we look at verse 40, The whole parable shows us that Christendom cannot be reduced to a kind of clique for doing good.  Service of our neighbor acquires supernatural value when it is done out of love for Christ, when we see Christ in the person in need.  This why St. Paul says, "If I give away all that I  have...but have not love, I gain nothing" ( 1 Cor 13:3).  Confusing mere philanthropy with genuine Christian charity would mean Christ's teaching on the Last Judgement would be wide of the mark if it gave a materialistic meaning.

Verse 40:  "And the king will say to them in reply,'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.'"

I cannot think of a more forcible motive for charity than the assurance of revelation  that the Son of God will accept all good offices done to the afflicted, as done to Himself.  This condescension on the part of Jesus will fill the elect with sentiments of profound admiration and astonishment.

"Then with fire in his eyes, and terror in his countenance, he shall say to the wicked,
'Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and 
his angels.'  It was not originally created for rebellious man; for man was created 
subsequently to the fall and damnation of the rebel angels: and though he imitated their transgression, the sentence of everlasting burning was reversed by Jesus Christ.  By His Blood man has been redeemed from eternal punishment.  If Many, notwithstanding, are yet condemned to never-ending flames, they are punished under the quality of the slaves of the devil; for as they have wilfully followed his rebellious example, they must expect with him to participate in his torments."-Rev Fr. George Leo Haydoc  See 1 John 3:8

Verse 41:  "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you accursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels."

St. John Chrysostom in homily 80, says, "When Christ invited the just to His heavenly Kingdom, He calls it a kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the world; a kingdom of inexpressible happiness, which from all eternity He designed for those He knew would faithfully serve Him.  But, when He pronounces the sentence of the reprobate, He speaks in a widely different manner.  He calls it an everlasting fire, prepared not for them, but for the devils and wicked spirits, their accomplices.  They have chosen to cast themselves into it; they must therefore look upon themselves as the authors of all their miseries and sufferings."

"The pain of loss is here expressed by depart from me, and the pain of sense by eternal fire."-Cardinal Juan Maldonato

Verse 42:  "For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink"

Here is another classic example of why Sola Scriptura fails.  Notice how our Blessed Lord charges with a lack of good works?  There is nothing here about being condemned for not having faith.  It is evident these people whom our Blessed Lord is addressing had  faith, but they attended not to do good works; as if their faith was dead.  Faith not working by charity is dead faith, says St. James.

"Jesus Christ suffers his members to want, in mercy to them, and to afford others an opportunity of showing their love for Him, and of redeeming their sins by alms-deeds, as was said to the King of the Chaldeans."-St. Augustine  See Daniel chapter 4 for more info

Vatican II stated:  "Wishing to come down to topics that are practical and of some urgency, the Council lays stress on respect for the human person: everyone should look  upon his neighbor (without any exception) as another self, bearing in mind above all, his life and the means necessary for living it in a dignified way, lest he follow the example of the rich man who ignored Lazarus, the poor man (Luke 16:18-31).  

Today there is an inescapable duty to make ourselves the neighbor of every man, no matter who he is, and if we meet him, to come to his aid in a positive way, whether he is an aged person abandoned by all, a foreign worker despised without reason, a refugee, an illegitimate child wrongly suffering for a sin he did not commit, or a starving human being who awakens our conscience by calling to mind the words of Christ: 'As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.'"-Gaudium et Spes, 27


Verse 46:  "And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

Everlasting Punishment...The rewards and torments of a future life are declared by Jesus Christ, who is truth itself, to be eternal.  

"Let no one be found to argue hence against the goodness  and mercy of God, for punishing sins committed in time with punishments that are eternal. For:

1).  According to human laws, we see forgery and other crimes as punished by death, which is in some measure an eternal exclusion from society.

2). The will of the sinner is such that he would sin eternally if he could; it is an 
eternal God, a God of infinite majesty, who is offended.  He essentially hates sin; and as in hell there is n o redemption, the sin eternally continuing the hatred God bears to sin must eternally continue, and with it, eternal punishment.

The Doctrine of those who pretend with Origen, to question the eternity of the duration of Hell's torments; who can say with him vice and embolden the sinner; for if the conviction of eternal torments is not capable to restrain his malice, the doctrine of temporal punishment would be a much less restraint.  The present world would not be habitable, were there nothing for the wicked to apprehend after this life.  There are many questions often proposed with regard to the situation and nature of hell-fire."-Rev Fr. George Leo Haydoc


The Magisterium of the Church at the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 defined as Dogma the eternal punishment and eternal reward of the elect.

"Christ will come at the end of the world; He will judge the living and the dead; and He will reward all, both the lost and the elect, according to their works.  And all these 
will rise with their own bodies which they now have so that they may receive according to their works, whether good or bad; the wicked, a perpetual punishment with the devil; the good, eternal glory with Christ."-Fourth Lateran Council

On a recapitulation of this long and most interesting parable, we can come to the 
conclusion that in the first place, it treats of those wars and persecutions which are to happen in the latter ages of the world; that it describes the heresies and schism among Christians; the general propagation of the Gospel; the great apostacy at the time of the Antichrist; and finally, the grand and closing scene of the Day of Judgement.  Thus, these grand and momentous events are connected with each other, and all materially regard the Catholic Church whom was founded by Jesus Christ.
