


Third Sunday of Advent 

Reading I
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor,
to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives
and release to the prisoners,
to announce a year of favor from the LORD
and a day of vindication by our God.

I rejoice heartily in the LORD,
in my God is the joy of my soul;
for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation
and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,
like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem,
like a bride bedecked with her jewels.
As the earth brings forth its plants,
and a garden makes its growth spring up,
so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise
spring up before all the nations. 

Verse 1:  "The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners"

In other translations we read, "the Spirit of the Lord is upon me."  In the Hebrew the 
word "God" is added as we have in our reading.  Adonai, which is a nick name the Jews called God, seems to have been inserted to prevent the pronunciation of God's Holy name.

The Protestant translator Kennicott likes to use the name Jehovah here, I don't care for this bastardization of God's name.  It does appear in the Arab version of the Septuagint and in Luke 4:18 we find a reference to this verse in Isaia.

Elohiem, another nickname the Jews used for God's name, may have been substituted for the name Jehovah.  See Genesis 22:8-14  Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah Jireh, because he had said that day on the mount: "Jehovah will provide" a victim, even Jesus Christ in the same place.  There is probably no other place in the Bible that is so absurdly translated as this verse is by the Protestants, particularly, Kennicott.  

Sigonius says, "St. Luke follows the Septuagint in his quotation, only instead of "to preach" he has an explanation, "to set at liberty them who are bruised" or in other translations, "those who are oppressed."

Isaia could be speaking here of himself as a prefigure of Christ.  The Jews admit that
the Messiah is meant.  Christ had received the Holy Spirit at the Jordan.  See John 1:32

He performed these works (see Luke 7:22) particularly addressing his discourse to the meek and poor.  See Sophonia 3:12; Zacharia 11:7; and 1 Cor 1:26

Calmet says, "He was not anointed with oil, like Aaron, but with the Holy Ghost; so that of his fulness other must receive.  See Acts 10:39

You may be wondering just where did the word Jehovah originate.  It wis taken from the names Yahweh and Adonai.  The Y  becomes a J then they use a combination of the letters.  The "v" if memory serves, was the "w"  in Yahweh.

Verse 2:  "to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God."

The year of Jubilee.  See Jeremiah 25:11.  This is when the Jews should be delivered as a figure of Christ's redemption.

The Vindication or in some translations the word vengeance is used, refers to the day the Chaldeans would perish, as well as all obstinate sinners, at the day of Judgement.


Verse 10:  "I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has 
clothed me with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a 
bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels."

See Revelations  21:2.  Jerusalem, or rather the Catholic Church praises God.

Verse 11:  "As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth spring 
up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up before all the nations."

This is one of my favorite prophecies.  Here we see in the plainest of terms, Nations 
whose conversion is implicitly foretold.  All behold the justice with which God has 
treated both His people and their oppressors.



Reading II
1 Thes 5:16-24

Brothers and sisters:
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.
In all circumstances give thanks,
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not quench the Spirit.
Do not despise prophetic utterances.
Test everything; retain what is good.
Refrain from every kind of evil.

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,
be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful,
and he will also accomplish it.

Verse 16:  "Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always."

St. Paul likes to recommend joy to the faithful.  Cheerfulness is indeed the 
characteristic of true virtue, which by no means  consists in, nor encourages,
sourness or if I may use a $50 word here, "moroseness," which means gloomy, sullen, or ill-humored, as some mistaken people, like John Calvin imagine. God loves a cheerful giver.  Sorrow, which is of this world, kills.

Verse 19:  "Do not quench the Spirit."

Do not oppose either the interior gifts of the Holy Spirit, which are His graces, nor
His exterior gifts of Prophecy, etc.  

"Always take the regular precautions of prudence, that you are not deceived by those who pretend to be inspired.; but when satisfied that the inspiration comes from Heaven, do not despise it.  Be like good bankers, take the good coin, and reject the counterfeit."-St. Cyril of Alexandria

Verse 21:  "Test everything; retain what is good."

In other words, prove everything.  That is,  examine prophecies whether they be true, and the doctrine of new preachers, and refrain yourselves not only from evil, but from every thing that has the appearance of evil, and which may disedify and scandalize others.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Hold that which is good...This we can best learn  from the 
doctrine of the Apostles, and the spirit of the Catholic Church.  Men can deceive and be deceived, but the Spirit of God, speaking to us by His Church can neither deceive us nor be deceived."

Verse 23:  "May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

The spirit marks the understanding; the soul the will.  Hence the two terms give the two principle faculties of the soul.


Gospel
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

A man named John was sent from God.
He came for testimony, to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him.
He was not the light,
but came to testify to the light.

And this is the testimony of John.
When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him
to ask him, "Who are you?"
He admitted and did not deny it,
but admitted, "I am not the Christ."

So they asked him,
"What are you then? Are you Elijah?"
And he said, "I am not."
"Are you the Prophet?"
He answered, "No."
So they said to him,
"Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?
What do you have to say for yourself?"
He said:
"I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
make straight the way of the Lord,
as Isaiah the prophet said."
Some Pharisees were also sent. 
They asked him,
"Why then do you baptize
if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?"
John answered them,
"I baptize with water;
but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
the one who is coming after me,
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie."
This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing. 

Verses 6-7:  "A man named John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him."

"By John's preaching who was God's instrument to induce them to believe in Jesus the Christ, or the Messiah, their only Redeemer."-Dr. Robert Witham

If you recall the first five verses in this chapter, we readily see the Divinity of the 
Lord; now the text moves on to deal with His Incarnation, and introduces St. John the
Baptist, who makes his appearance at this precise moment in history to bear witness before mankind to Jesus Christ.  See John 1:15-36; 3:22

The Doctor of Grace, St. Augustine says, "For as much as He, the Word Incarnate, was man and His Godhead was concealed, there was sent before Him, a great man, through whose testimony He might be found to be more than man." Verse 8:  "He was not the light, but came to testify to the light."

St. John was not the true light.  In the translation, it is necessary to express the
WORD, Jesus Christ, was the true light, lest anyone should think  that St. John the
Baptist was the light.

Verse 19:  "And this is the testimony of John.  When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, "Who are you?"

These men who were the priests and Levites seem to have been sent and deputed by the Sanhedrin or the Great Council of Jerusalem, to ask St. John the Baptist, who at the time was in great esteem and veneration, whether or not he was the Messiah; who as they knew, by the precautions of the Prophets, was to come about that time.  John declared to them he was not.  Priests and Levites were considered qualified people

To their next question, if he was Elijah, he answered, he was not, because in person he was not; though our Blessed Lord (Matt 11:14) says He was Elijah, to wit, in spirit and office only.  

Their third question was, and if he was a prophet, he answered no.  In the ordinary 
acceptation only, they were called prophets who foretold things to come; St. John then,with truth, as well as humility, could say he was not a prophet; not being sent to foretell the coming of the Messiah, but point him out as to have already come and present with the Jews.

Verse 23: He said: "I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, make straight the 
way of the Lord, as Isaiah the prophet said."  

See Matthew 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4; and Isaia 61:3 which was for some reason not part of our reading today.  All these passages shoes St. John the Baptist was the immediate precursor of Jesus.

Verse 26:  "John answered them, "I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize."

"St. John by these words, which he spoke to the priests and Levites, sent to him by the Pharisees, did not mean to tell them, that Jesus was either at the present time standing among them, or that they had ever been in the presence of the self same people; but they may be understood two different ways, either with regard to His Divinity; and in that sense, Jesus was always by His Divine presence among them; or in regard to His humanity; He had stood actually among them, because Jesus was accustomed yearly to go up to Jerusalem on the festival of the Pasch."-St. Dionysius of Carthage

Verse 27:  "the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie."

St. John declares Christ's importance by comparing himself to a slave undoing the laces of his master's sandals.  If we want to approach Christ whom St. John heralds, we need to imitate the Baptist.

"He who imitates the humility of the Precursor will understand these words...John's 
greatest merit, my brethren, is the act of humility."-St. Augustine


Verse 28:  "This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing."

Bethany is located on the eastern bank of the Jordan, across from Jericho-different from the Bethany where Lazarus and his family lived , near Jerusalem.  See John 11:18

God love yas,

Tim


