Second Sunday of Advent 

Reading I
Is 40:1-5, 9-11

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her
that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated;
indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!
Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill shall be made low;
the rugged land shall be made a plain,
the rough country, a broad valley.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Go up on to a high mountain,
Zion, herald of glad tidings;
cry out at the top of your voice,
Jerusalem, herald of good news!
Fear not to cry out
and say to the cities of Judah:
Here is your God!
Here comes with power
the Lord GOD,
who rules by his strong arm;
here is his reward with him,
his recompense before him.
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock;
in his arms he gathers the lambs,
carrying them in his bosom,
and leading the ewes with care. 

Verse 1:  "Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God."

Comfort my people, that is let them not be dejected.  The end of the Captivity, and the coming of the Messiah affords consolation; this is what the Prophet alludes to.

Verse 2:  "Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD double for all her sins."

In Hebrew and some Latin copies they use the word "warfare."  The paying double for their sins is a rigorous chastisement.  See Revelations 18:6

Verse 3:  "A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!  Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!"

God, that He may conduct His people from Babylon.

Dr. Robert Witham takes note that the Prophet is speaking of St. John the Baptist, who is evidently foretold.  See Matthew 3:3

Verse 4:  "Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley."

For the Captives or the conversion of the world.  See Baruch 5:6

Verse 5 "Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

God will rescue His people.  Christ will redeem mankind.

Verse 9:  "Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah: Here is your God!"

In this verse a feminine noun is applied to Solomon.  See Ecclesiastes 1 and Romans 10:15

Prophets make known to all the Coming of the Redeemer.

Calmet says, "Christ preaches from the mountain, and His Apostles over the world."

Verse 10:  "Here comes with power the Lord GOD, who rules by his strong arm; here is his reward with him, his recompense before him."

Christ will reward and punish.  See Jeremiah 31:16 and Luke 2:34

Verse 11:  "Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes with care."

The Lambs are young lambs or those ewes who have recently given birth to young lambs.


Christ is the Good Shepherd.  See John 10:14


Reading II
2 Pt 3:8-14

This Epistle was not originally received as Canonical, but was acknowledged as such about the time of the Fourth Century; of course, it was Canonized along with the other books of the Bible at the Council of Carthage in 397.

This Epistle seems to have been written a little before the Martyrdom of St. Peter, about the year 66.  There are some who think this Epistle was written by another Peter, however; as Dr. Robert Witham points out, in chapter 3:1, he says, "Behold, this is the second epistle I write unto you."  And in 1:14, "Being assured  that the putting off of this my Tabernacle is at hand," proves this was written a short time before his Martyrdom, about thirty-five years after the Lord's Ascension.  In this Epistle he admonishes the faithful to mindful of the great gifts they received from God, and to join all other virtues with their faith.  He warns them against false 
teachers, by describing their practices and foretelling their punishments.  He describes the dissolution of this world by fire, and the Day of Judgment.

Sigonius says, "This Epistle may be considered as the spiritual testament or last will of the Apostle, as it contains his last admonitions to the faithful.  He first calls their attention to the care they should have of their sanctification and perfection, next to the perils that concern the Church on the part of heretics, those that menaced her in her infant state, and those that will assail her in the latter days, which includes an invincible proof of her perpetuity; for it is the same infallible and  indefectible Church that is to encounter the latter as the former trials, but always with promised success."

Hence, the Great St. John Chrysostom says, "The same day that shall see the Church of God ended, shall see the end of the world; and to these continued struggles shall succeed perfect peace, to be enjoyed through a blissful eternity.

If there are still any who doubt this Epistle was written by our first Pope, St. Peter, 
I offer you what St. Jerome has to say in hopes that it will remove any doubts.

"St. Peter employed different interpreters, sometimes Glancias, and sometimes St. Mark; hence the difference of their style, from the diversity of his scribes.  St. Mark was with him when he penned the first, but was not with him when he dictated the present."

St. Mark at this time was the Bishop of Alexandria, Egypt.  He was Martyred in 68.

This Epistle contains, as was mentioned earlier, an account of the last dreadful trials that are to assail the faithful before the end of time; but all that faith teaches us on that subject is, first, that

the world will have an end and secondly, that it will end by fire; and thirdly, that the world will not be destroyed, but changed and perfected.
  
"Hence, all that is said with regard to the duration of this world; on the nature and quality of the fire that is to burn and purify the world; if it be to precede or follow the Last Judgment, all is problematical, all is doubtful.  Hence the Christian knows a great deal, who knows how to entertain proper doubts."-Rev George Leo Haydoc



Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day.  The Lord does not delay his promise, assome regard "delay," but he is patient with you, not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything done on it will be found out.

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire.  But according to his promise we await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.

Verse 10:  "But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything done on it will be found out."

He puts the faithful in mind not to regard these profane scoffers, but to be convinced of the truths revealed, and that, the world shall be destroyed a second time by fire.  Keep in mind that the time of this life and all the time that this world shall last, is nothing compared to eternity, which has no parts, no beginning, nor end; so that in the sight of God, who of course is Eternal, a thousand years are no more to be regarded than one day, or one moment.  The time that has passed, regardless of how long that may be, must never make us think the God is slacking off as to His promise, or that they shall not infallibly come to pass at the time and moment appointed by His Divine Providence.

God's infinite mercy, and His love for mankind bears patiently with the provocations of blind and unthinkable sinners, not willing that any of them should perish, but that they should return to Him by a sincere repentance and true penance, and be saved.

Always watch out for the repeated admonition of our Blessed Lord,  (See Mark 13:37) Both the day of your death and the day of the Lord to judge the world will come like a thief in the night.

Verse 11:  "Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion,"


"Since everything is to be dissolved in this way...the world and all that is in it shall pass in a short time, set  not your affections upon them.  In other words, let your life and your conversations be holy.  According to the Divine Promise, "Look for New Heavens, and a new earth," where justice is to dwell, whether sinners shall not enter, but the just only, in a new state of never-ending happiness.  Make it your endeavor to be found in the sight of God spotless and blameless; and look upon the long forbearance of God, who defers to punish sinners as they deserve, to be an effect of His mercy, and for your salvation"-Dr. Robert Witham


Gospel
Mk 1:1-8

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
"Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths."
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.  John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist.  He fed on locusts and wild honey.  And this is what he proclaimed:  "One mightier than I is coming after me.  I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 


Verse 1  "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God."

The Greek word and Latin derived from it, signifies the "Good News" or happy tidings about Christ's coming and doctrine.  The word "Gospel" is from the Saxon, "God's Spell, or Good Spell," that is, God's Word or Good Speech.

"Some are of opinion that the termination of the first verse should be pointed with a simple comma, thus connecting it with the sequel; and the Greek text seems to favor this sentiment.  According to the punctuation of the Vulgate, the first verse is merely the inscription or title."-Dr. Robert Witham 

Verse 2  "Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way."

In Book of the Prophet Isaia, which we read in our first reading, is here referenced.  It is confirmed in the Syriac version and by the writings of St. Irenaeus, Origen, and St. Jerome, among others.  It is also proved from an objection of Porphyrius, who was a Neo-Platonic heretic, (I'll tell you more about this in a minute) who says St. Mark mistook the Prophet Isaia for the Prophet Malachi.  In the ordinary Greek copies we read "in the Prophets," not naming either Isaia or Malachi.  The words seem taken partly out of one, and partly out of the other.  These words,  "Behold, I send my angel before your face, who shall prepare the before you," are found in Malachi 3:1.  And the following words, "A voice of one crying in the desert: prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make straight his paths," are found in Isaia 40:3 as we read in our reading.  This text I gave you here is taken from the Douay-Rheims Bible; but you can readily see the similarity in the translations.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "In the beginning of his Gospel, St. Mark alleges the authority of the Prophets, that he might induce every one, both Jew and Gentile, to receive with willingness what he here relates, as the authority of the Prophets so highly respected was very great."  

St. John is here styled as an angel, on account of his angelic life, and extraordinary sanctity; but what is meant by, "who shall prepare your way," is that St. John the Baptist is to prepare the minds of the Jews, by his Baptism and preaching, to receive their Messiah."-Theophylactus  See Matthew 11:10 also Matthew 3:3

Neo-Platonism is a system of idealistic, spiritualistic philosophy, tending towards mysticism, which flourished in the pagan world of Greece and Rome during the first centuries of the Christian era.  It is of interest and importance, not merely because it is the last attempt of Greek thought to rehabilitate itself and restore its exhausted vitality by recourse to Oriental religious ideas, but also because it definitely entered the service of pagan polytheism (belief in many gods) and was used as a weapon against Christianity.  It derives its name from the fact that its first representatives drew their inspiration from Plato's doctrines, although it is well known that many of the treatises on which they relied are not genuine works of Plato.  It originated in Egypt, a circumstance which would, of itself, indicate that while the system was a 
characteristic product of the Hellenic spirit, it was largely influenced by the religious ideals and mystic tendencies of Oriental thought.

To understand the neo-Platonic system in itself, as well as to appreciate the attitude of Christianity towards it, it is necessary to explain the two-fold purpose which actuated its founders. On the one hand, philosophical thought in the Hellenic world had proved itself inadequate to the task of moral and religious regeneration. Stoicism, Epicureanism, Eclecticism and even Scepticism had each been set the task of "making men happy", and each had in turn failed. Then came the thought that Plato's idealism and the religious forces of the Orient might well be united in one philosophical movement which would give definiteness, homogeneity, and unity of purpose to all the efforts of the pagan world to rescue itself from impending ruin. On the other hand, the strength and, from the pagan point of view, the aggressiveness of Christianity began to be realized. It became necessary, in the intellectual world, to impose on the Christians by showing that Paganism was not entirely bankrupt, and, in the political world, to rehabilitate the official polytheism of the State by furnishing an interpretation of it, that should be acceptable in philosophy. Speculative Stoicism had reduced the gods to personifications of natural forces; Aristotle had definitely denied their existence; Plato had sneered at them. It was time, therefore, that the growing prestige of Christianity should be offset by a philosophy which, claiming the authority of Plato, whom the Christians revered, should not only retain the gods but make them an essential part of a philosophical system. Such was the origin of Neoplatonism. It should, however, be added that, while the philosophy that sprang from these sources was Platonic, it did not disdain to appropriate to itself elements of Aristotelianism and even Epicureanism, which it articulated into a Synergetic 
system. 

Forerunners of Neoplatonism 

Among the more or less eclectic Platonists who are regarded as forerunners of the 
Neoplatonic school, the most important are Plutarch, Maximus, Apuleius, Aenesidemus, Numenius. The last-mentioned, who flourished towards the end of the second century of  the Christian era, had a direct and immediate influence on Plotinus, the first systematic neo-Platonist. He taught that there are three gods, the Father, the Maker (Demiurgos), and the World. Philo the Jew (see PHILO JUDAEUS), who flourished in the middle of the first century, was also a forerunner of Neoplatonism, although it is difficult to say whether his doctrine of the mediation of the Logos had a direct influence on Plotinus. 

For more information please See the Catholic Encyclopedia as this information was taken from.  

Just a quick note, Meister Eckhart was of this school and promoted Neo-Platonic thought.  One of his admirers was Martin Luther.


Verse 4:  "John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins."

"Some commentators think from this that the baptism of St. John remitted sins, though he says in another place, 'I baptize you with water, but there is one among you, who will baptize with water and the Holy Spirit,' to show that he did not baptize with the Holy Spirit, without which there can be no remission of sin.  This apparent difficulty will be easily reconciled, if we refer this expression to the word 'penance,' and not 'baptism;' so that by penance their sins were to be washed away, and they were baptized to show their detestation of their former life."-Bishop Cornelius Jansenius of Ypres

One quick note, the Baptism of St. John was not Sacramental because it lacked the Trinitarian Formula.  In short, it was a baptism for repentance, a demonstrative way of the Jews showing they would change their ways.

Verse 6:  "John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist.  He fed on locusts and wild honey.  And this is what he proclaimed:�h

Wild honey...  Blessed Rabanus, who was a Benedictine Abbot, he died in 856, thinks this honey was a kind of white and tender leaf, which when rubbed in the hand, emitted a juice like honey.


Suidas, who lived in the middle of the tenth Century in Constantinople and wrote the Greek Lexicon or Encyclopedia thinks it was a kind of dew, collected from leaves of trees, and was called manna.  

St. John Chrysostom, Theophylactus, St. Isadore, and others with greater probability, think it was honey collected by wild bees, in the fissures of rocks, or in the holes of decayed trees, which was insipid and unpleasant to the taste.

Verse 7:  ""One mightier than I is coming after me.  I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals."

St. John does not yet openly proclaim Jesus to be the Son of God, but one mightier than himself.  

"The Jews were not prepared to receive His coming; he therefore wisely led them by degrees to the knowledge of what Divine Providence had designated them; he yet secretly assures them that he is the Son of God.  I have baptized you with water, but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.  Now it is evident that none but God can bestow upon man the grace of the Holy Ghost."-St. Bede the Venerable 

God love yas,

Tim
