First Sunday of Advent 



Reading I
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7

You, LORD, are our father,
our redeemer you are named forever.
Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways,
and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?
Return for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your heritage.
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,
with the mountains quaking before you,
while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for,
such as they had not heard of from of old.
No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you
doing such deeds for those who wait for him.
Would that you might meet us doing right,
that we were mindful of you in our ways!
Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful;
all of us have become like unclean people,
all our good deeds are like polluted rags;
we have all withered like leaves,
and our guilt carries us away like the wind.
There is none who calls upon your name,
who rouses himself to cling to you;
for you have hidden your face from us
and have delivered us up to our guilt.
Yet, O LORD, you are our father;
we are the clay and you the potter:
we are all the work of your hands. 

Our reading begins with the second part of the verse.  I am going to give you the 
complete verse from the Douay-Rheims Bible.

Verse 16: "For you are our father, and  Abraham has not known us, and Israel has been ignorant of us: you O Lord, are our Father, Our Redeemer, from everlasting is Your name."

That is, Abraham will not now acknowledge us for his children, by reason of our 
degeneracy; but you, O Lord, are our true Father and our Redeemer, and no other can be called our parent in comparison with You.


Sigonius says, "Abraham is not able to save us."

Calmet says, "The Patriarchs may justly disregard us, as degenerable children; yet we hope in God's mercies.  Thus St. Jerome explains the passage, which does not favor the errors of Vigilantius and of Luther, who maintain that the Saints departed do not know what passes in this world."

St. Augustine shows the contrary, from the example of Lazarus.  They know each other, though they had not lived together, says Pope St. Gregory the Great in his Dialogue, and behold in the light of God what regards their clients.

"We cannot decide how the martyrs do help those whom it is certain they assist."-St. Augustine

Verse 17:  "Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways, and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?  Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage."

"Hardened, the meaning is, that God, in punishment of there great and manifold crimes, and their long abuse of His mercy and grace, had withdrawn his graces from them, and so given them up to error and hardness of heart."-Sigonius

"They had abused His patience, to sin the more."-Theodoret

Theodoret was the Bishop of Cyrus and a great theologian in his day.  He was born at Antioch, Syria about the year 393 and died about 457.  

He is famous for saying that his birth  was the answer to the prayers of the Monk Macedonius.  On account of a vow made by his mother he was dedicated from birth to the service of God and was brought up by the Monks Macedonius and Peter.  At a very early age, he was ordained Lector.  In theology he studied chiefly the writings of Diodorus of Tarsus, St. John Chrysostom, and Theodore of Mopsuestia.  Theodoret was also well trained in philosophy and literature.  He understood Syrian as well as Greek, but was not acquainted with either Hebrew or Latin.  

When he was twenty-three years old, both his parents were dead, he divided his fortune among the poor and became a Monk in the monastery of Nicerte, not far from Apamea, where he lived for seven years, devoting himself to prayer and study.  He was made Bishop of Cyrus, against his will, in 423.  His Diocese included over 800 parishes and was the suffragan of Hierapolois.  

He wrote commentaries on the Psalms, Canticles, Daniel, Ezechiel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah.  
This information was taken from the Catholic Encyclopedia.

"The Jews are accustomed to attribute all to God, though they agree with us in reality God might prevent any sin, but He chooses to leave man to the free exercise of his liberty"-Calmet

"He hardens not by infusing malice, but by not showing mercy; and those to whom he shows it not, are undeserving."-St. Augustine

"God is never the author of error.  Man takes occasion from his indulgence to become obdurate."-St. Jerome

Verse 18 is not part of our reading but it is worth mentioning so I will give you the 
Douay-Rheims translation:

"They have possessed your holy people as nothing: our enemies have trodden down your sanctuary."

Nothing...Holding them in the greatest contempt.  Epiphanes thought he should make them easily change their religion.  His persecution lasted only three and half years.

See 1 Maccabees 1:28-57 and 3:45 for more information on the Sanctuary.

In our reading we only have the second half of verse 19, so I will give you the complete verse:

"We are become as in the beginning, when you did not rule over us, and when we were not called by your name."

Name, seems to have no distinction, temple, or whatever.

Chapter 64 is basically about the Prophet Isaiah praying for the release of the captive
Jews, his people, and for the remission of their sins.

Chapter 64, Verse 2:  "O That you would rend the heavens, and would come down: the mountains would melt away at your presence."

The Presence of God, as it was on Mt. Sinai.  See Exodus 19:16; Judges 5:4  
Judas continues to pray.  

Calmet says, "The faithful sigh for Christ's coming."

Dr. Robert Witham says, "All good people desired it most fervently."

In the Septuagint, it translates:  "as wax melts before the fire, so also fire will burn 
the adversaries."  Sparks of fire seemed to proceed from it. 

In our reading we have the words quaking before you and no mention of fire.  I have no clue why.

Verse 3:  "while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for"

Judas appeared victorious, when the nation was prostrate.

Verse 4:  "such as they had not heard of from of old.  No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you doing such deeds for those who wait for him."  

Never was deliverance more unexpected or miraculous.  St. Paul quotes this passage, to show the wisdom manifested in the Incarnation.  See 1 Cor 2:9  It is commonly applied to the glory of Heaven.

Verse 5:  "Would that you might meet us doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways!  Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful;"

The little band of Judas was sincerely attached to the Lord.  See 2 Mac 1:3

The words "we are sinful," this excited the anger of God, yet He shows mercy.  Sin is often put for punishment. 


Verse 6:  "all of us have become like unclean people, all our good deeds are like polluted rags; we have all withered like leaves, and our guilt carries us away like the wind."

Unclean, like a leper.  See Leviticus 13:45

The deeds like polluted rags, that is the works by which we pretend to make ourselves just.  This is spoken particularly of the Sacrifices, Sacraments, and Ceremonies of the Jews, after the death of Christ, and the promulgation of the new law.

Sigonius says, "The justice which is under the law is stated uncleanness, when compared with evangelical purity."  See Philippians 3:8

"If any one after the Gospel...would observe the ceremonies of the Law, let him hear the people confessing that all that justice is compared to a most filthy rag."  St. Jerome

"The good works which are done by grace, and not by man alone, cannot be said to be of this description.  They constitute the internal glory of man, and God will one day crown these gifts.  Of ourselves indeed we can do nothing, as the works of the Mosaic Law will not avail, as St. Paul inculcates; but those works, point out the Saint, which are performed by Charity with Faith in Christ.  This justice is not imputed only, but real; and shows where true faith exists, according to St James.  Thus the Apostles explain each other."-St. Hilary of Poitiers

Cardinal Juan Maldonado says, "To practice the Jewish rites would now be sinful."

Verse 7:  "There is none who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to cling to you; for you have hidden your face from us and have delivered us up to our guilt. Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you the potter: we are all the work of your  hands."

The key to this passage is the Prophet is asking God for the removal of his indignation, Like Moses and Jeremiah.  See Ezekiel 8:5




Reading II
1Cor 1:3-9

Brothers and sisters:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always on your account
for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus,
that in him you were enriched in every way,
with all discourse and all knowledge,
as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you,
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift
as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He will keep you firm to the end,
irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful,
and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Verse 5:  "that in him you were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all 
knowledge"

"The  Apostles never addressed any Epistle, except to persons who had been previously converted to the Faith.  Not is it reasonable to expect, that infidel and pagan nations, merely by reading the inspired writings, will be able, by the light that is in them, to elicit from the said book the truths of religion.  Would they not be tempted to worship the wily serpent, that succeeded in deceiving Eve?  And how will they know that this serpent is the Devil?"-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 6:  "as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you"

St Paul is saying, What Christ testified and taught was Confirmed in you, that is, your faith in Christ has been confirmed by those graces and gifts which you received from the Holy Spirit at your Baptism, and when by imposition of hands you were confirmed by me, or some other Bishop.

Verses 10-13 are not part of our readings but I think it is important to have this information.

1 Corinthians 1:10-13  "I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no schisms among you: but that you be perfect in the same mind, and in the same judgment.  For is has been signified unto me, my brethren, of you, by those who are of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

Now this I say, that every one of you say, I indeed am of Paul, and I am of Apollo: and I of Cephas: and I of Christ.  Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you? or were you Baptized in the name of Paul?

VERSE 10:  THAT THERE BE NO SCHISMS.....To hinder these, was the chief design of this letter; one saying I am of Paul, etc each party was bragging of their master by whom they had been Baptized, and made Christians.  "I am of Apollo, the eloquent preacher, and I of Cephas,"  the Head of the Apostles and of the whole Church, St Peter; while others,  the only party not to be blamed, contended themselves with saying, and I am of Christ.   

IS CHRIST DIVIDED?....IS not your salvation, is not your judgment in Baptism, and all gifts from Him?

VERSE 11:  OF CHLOE...It is worthy our observation, that St Paul does not here mention any one person in particular, lest he might expose any one to the resentment of the rest, but mentions only in general terms the House of Chloe.

VERSE 12:  CHLOE was a Christian woman of Corinth.  Apollo is the person mentioned in Acts 18:24.  Cephas is St Peter, so called in the Syriac tongues.  Cephas of course means ROCK.

VERSE 13:  Was Paul crucified for you?  St Augustine says brothers may die for brothers, yet the blood of no martyr is shed for the remission of a brother's sin.


Gospel
Mk 13:33-37

Jesus said to his disciples:
"Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.
It is like a man traveling abroad.
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his own work,
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch.
Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house is coming,
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning.
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.
What I say to you, I say to all: "Watch!" 

Verse 33:  "Jesus said to his disciples: "Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come."

I am sure you agree there are a lot of people and religious sects in our world today who wish Our Blessed Lord had not left the hour of death or the end of the world uncertain.  St. Augustine and Pope St. Gregory the Great, and other Saints too for that matter, assure us on the contrary, that it is a very great mercy of God to keep us ignorant of  this.  This way, we can follow the Boy Scout motto and always be prepared for it.

Think about this for a moment, if we knew the precise moment of our death, or when the world would end, this assurance would have every man, woman, and child on earth living in great acts of sin.  People would be borrowing money, taking out second mortgages, living the good life, breaking all the Commandments, etc because they have plenty of time to get to confession before it's too late.  Of course we do have those in the world who do all these anyway simply because they do not care.  But I think you get the picture.

With the uncertainty of the hour of our death, we live notwithstanding, so very remissly; what would we do if we guaranteed not to die for several more years?  Think about that one!

Saints Augustine, Pope St. Gregory the Great, and Bonaventure say that God chose to leave us in this uncertainty, purposely to prevent all attachments to temporal things; that, seeing every hour, or every moment, we may lose them, we may not be tied to them, but aspire to those we shall always posses, when once we have obtained them.

"Fool, says the Son of God to the rich covetous man, (Luke 12:20) this night your soul shall be required of you, and what then will become of all these riches you have amassed?"-St. Bonaventure

Verse 35:  "Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning."

At midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning...These are generally referred to the different ages of man's life; infancy, youth, manhood, and old age.  We are exhorted to be always in readiness, for we know not what hour the Judge will come.

We have been taught to watch because we are charged with the care of our soul, which is the Temple of the Holy Spirit and which is to be His Temple of all eternity.

God love yas,

Tim
