Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Reading I
Proverbs

This Book is called Proverbs because it consists of wise and weighty sentences,  regulating the morals of men; and directing them to wisdom and virtue.  These sentences are also called Parables, because great truths are often couched in them under certain figures and similitudes.

Sigonius says, "Wisdom is introduced speaking in the nine first chapters.  Then to chapter 30, more particular precepts are given."

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Ezechiel caused to be collected what comes in the five next chapters, and in the two last.  Some other, or rather Solomon himself, under different titles, gives us Agur's and his mother's instructions, and his own commendations of a valiant woman, which is prophetical of the Catholic Church.  He also wrote the two next works, besides many other things, which have been lost.  This is the first of those five, which are called 'sapiential,' giving instructions how to direct our lives, by the dictates of sound reason.  It is the most important of Solomon's works, though collected by different authors."

Calmet says, "Thomas Paine treats Solomon as a witty jester; but his 'jests' are of a very serious nature, and no one had before heard of his wit."

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

When one finds a worthy wife,
her value is far beyond pearls.
Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,
has an unfailing prize.
She brings him good, and not evil,
all the days of her life.
She obtains wool and flax
and works with loving hands.
She puts her hands to the distaff,
and her fingers ply the spindle.
She reaches out her hands to the poor,
and extends her arms to the needy.
Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;
the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
Give her a reward for her labors,
and let her works praise her at the city gates. 

Verse 10: "When one finds a worthy wife"

The following verses are in alphabetical order.  They contain a grand eulogy of Bethsabee, who repented, of a perfect matron.

Calmet says, "Such are rare, though they may be found."

Dr. Robert Witham, says, Valiant means industrious. Our reading has been reduced to the simplest words, we do not get to complete story.  Here is verse 10 in the Douay-Rheims translation, you decide for yourself:

Who shall find a valiant woman?  Far, and from the uttermost coasts is the price of her hair."

In these times men often bought their wives.

In other translations you may find the word rubies used instead of pearls.  The meaning behind that is to give you the idea of priceless gems.

Verse 11:  "Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, has an unfailing prize."

No need for spoils of war.  His wife will supply all necessities as we will see in verse 21.  

Verse 13:  "She obtains wool and flax and works with loving hands."

The hands show skill and industry, or willingness.

Cardinal Juan Maldonado says, "Ladies of the highest quality formerly employed themselves in this manner, like Penelope.  Alexander the Great, Augustus, and Charlemagne wore garments, which their sisters or wives had wrought."


Verse 19:  "She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply the spindle."

The spindle becomes her station.  "She purposes and begins well, trusting in God for perfection and reward."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 21 is not in our reading, but I will give it to you since verse 11 eludes to it:

"She shall not fear for her house in the cold of snow: for all her domestics are clothed with double garments."

In Hebrew this reads, "house is clothed in purple," which may be understood of the domestics, though it seems more probably to refer to her husband and children.

Verse 30:  "Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised."

Natural qualifications appear; but to these the Christian matron must add sincere piety; and thus Solomon completes the character of his mother, who had given him such excellent instructions, or of any accomplished woman.  

"Outward beauty soon decays; but the fear of God is more deserving of praise."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 31: "Give her a reward for her labors, and let her works praise her at the city gates."

City gates...before all the judges and people.

Cardinal Juan Maldonado says, "Good works shall be rewarded at God's tribunal, When the vain worldly beauty shall be covered with confusion."

The idea of a perfect woman is best described in the Catholic Church, say Saints Augustine and Bede the Venerable, though the Blessed Virgin Mary also needs to be considered.  

"The use of the alphabet herein denotes, that we must begin with a moral good life, if we would penetrate the greater mysteries of the Scriptures."-St. Jerome


Reading II
1 Thes 5:1-6

Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters,
you have no need for anything to be written to you. 
For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come
like a thief at night.
When people are saying, "Peace and security,"
then sudden disaster comes upon them,
like labor pains upon a pregnant woman,
and they will not escape.

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness,
for that day to overtake you like a thief. 
For all of you are children of the light
and children of the day.
We are not of the night or of darkness. 
Therefore, let us not sleep as the rest do,
but let us stay alert and sober.

Verse 1:  "Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for anything to be written to you."

"This is the day of Judgment, of the end of the world, of the destruction of Jerusalem.  It is enough to know the time is uncertain, and that death comes as a "thief in the night."-Dr. Robert Witham

Calmet says, "When the judgment shall take place the Angels themselves do not know.  Perhaps St. Paul, when wrapped up to the third Heaven, may have learned something on this subject; for he was told many things which he could not announce to man; therefore, he says, 'I need not write to you: it is unnecessary for us to know it.'"

Verse 4:  "But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to overtake you like a thief."

This is a subject of astonishment, that some people are so childishly afraid of the last day, that they cannot think of it without being terrified if it were to happen in their time.  Weak souls!  We must always keep in mind death will overtake us and it will be to every individual the end of the world and the last day.  When a person dies, as far as he or she is concerned, the world ends so it is silly to be afraid of Judgement day should it happen in our lifetime.  The point being, we are all going to be judged by Jesus at the moment of our death anyway.

Verse 5:  "For all of you are children of the light and children of the day.  We are not of the night or of darkness."

There is little danger of thieves in the day time when the sun is out.  

"Also watch and have arms to defend yourself, the coat of mail of faith; the helmet of hope: you are under the protection of Christ, who died for you, and for your salvation."-St. John Chrysostom


Gospel
Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21

Jesus told his disciples this parable:
"A man going on a journey
called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them.
To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one 
to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away.
Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them,
and made another five.
Likewise, the one who received two made another two. 
But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
and buried his master's money.

After a long time
the master of those servants came back
and settled accounts with them.
The one who had received five talents came forward
bringing the additional five. 
He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. 
See, I have made five more.'
His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. 
Since you were faithful in small matters,
I will give you great responsibilities. 
Come, share your master's joy.'
Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said,
'Master, you gave me two talents. 
See, I have made two more.'
His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. 
Since you were faithful in small matters,
I will give you great responsibilities.
Come, share your master's joy.'
Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said, 
'Master, I knew you were a demanding person,
harvesting where you did not plant
and gathering where you did not scatter;
so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground. 
Here it is back.'
His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant!
So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant
and gather where I did not scatter? 
Should you not then have put my money in the bank
so that I could have got it back with interest on my return? 
Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten. 
For to everyone who has,
more will be given and he will grow rich;
but from the one who has not,
even what he has will be taken away.
And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside,
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'"

Verse 14:  "Jesus told his disciples this parable: 'A man going on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them.'"

Jesus says this so that not only the Apostles, but all men will learn how they should watch, and to prepare for the last day, He adds at the end of the parable, another instruction, the parable of the Ten Talents.  It has great affinity (likeness) with that mentioned in St. Luke's Gospel, 19:11.  This last one however; was spoken at a different time, place, and occasion.  It differs also in some points.

This passage is to be understood of our Divine Redeemer, who ascended to Heaven encompassed by His human nature.  

"The proper abode for the flesh is the Earth; when, therefore, it is placed in the Kingdom of God, it may be said to be gone into a far country."-Pope St. Gregory the Great

"But when we speak of His Divine Nature, we cannot say that He is gone into a far country, but only when we speak of His humanity."-Origen

Verse 15:  "To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one to each according to his ability.  Then he went away."

In the parable of the talents, the Master is God, the talents are graces.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "From this, it appears, we can do no good of ourselves, but only by means of God's grace, though he requires our co-operation; since the servants could only make use of the talents given them to gain others."  

A Talent in US dollars would be the equivalent of $1,920.00

"It is also worthy of remark, that both he who received five and he who received only two talents, received an equal reward of entering into the joy of our Lord; which shows that only an account will be taken according to what we have received, and that however mean and despicable our abilities may be, we still have an equal facility with the most learned of entering Heaven."-Dr. Robert Witham

Bishop Cornelius Jansenius of Ypres has this to say about this passage:  "The servant to whom this treasure was delivered, is allegorically explained of the faithful adorers of God, in the Jewish Law, who departing from it, became followers of Christ, and therefore deserving a double recompense...The servant to whom the two talents were delivered, is understood of the Gentiles, who were justified in the faith and confession of the Father and the Son, and confessed our Lord Jesus Christ, God and man, composed of body and soul; and as the people of the Jews doubled the five talents they received, so the Gentiles by duplication of their two talents, merited a double recompense also."

"The servant who received only one talent, and hid it, in the ground, represented such of the Jews as persisted in the observation of the old Law, and thus kept their talent buried in the ground, for fear the Gentiles should be converted."-St. Hilary of Poitiers

Verse 18:  "But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and buried his master's money."

"The man who hid his one talent represents all those who, having received any good quality, whether mental or corporal, employ it only on earthly things."-Pope St. Gregory the Great

Origen concurs with St. Gregory, he says, "If you see any one, says, he, who has received from God the gift of teaching and instructing others to salvation, yet will not exercise himself in this function, he buries his talent in the ground, like this unworthy servant, and must expect to receive the like reward."

Verse 19:  "After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them."

"After a long time"  This represents the time that is to intervene between the Ascension  of Christ and His last Coming, the Parousia.  

"For, as He is the Master, who went into afar country, that is, to Heaven, after He had inculcated (persistently taught) the relative duties of each man in his respective state of life; so shall he come at the last day, and reckon with all men, commending those who have employed their talents well, and punishing such as have made a bad use of them."-St. Jerome

Verse 20:  "The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional five."

Free-Will aided by the Grace of God, evidently does merit us, as we see here in this passage.

Verse 24:  "Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said, 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and gathering where you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground."

"I knew you were a demanding person"  This is an insignificant part of the passage.  It  is really just an ornament of the parable. In verse 27 we see the same thing where it says, "Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?"

Dr. Witham says, "This seems to have been an adage leveled at avaricious men, who are never pleased but with what increases their hoards."

"Under this symbol is also depicted the excuse of many, who accuse God of being the cause of their idleness, both here and in judgment to come; as that God is too severe and unbending, whose service is extremely hard, and who adopts, rejects, and reprobates whom he pleases; who deals out heavier burdens than the weak nature of man is made to support; who denies the grace of obedience, and thus wishes to reap where he has not sown."-Bishop Cornelius Jansenius of Ypres

Verse 26:  "His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant!  So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter?"

"You wicked, lazy servant"  Or you may find in other translations, "You evil and slothful servant"  This is said because the unworthy servant has slandered the Master with his false statement.  If I wish to reap where I have not sown, why should you fear my just indignation or anger, if where I have sown I find nothing by your neglect to reap?  Thus Our Blessed Lord retorts the accusation upon the servant.  We find the same thing in 19:22 of St. Luke's Gospel, "Out of your own mouth I judge you, you wicked servant."

Verse 29:  "For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away."


"For to everyone who has"  That is, who has, so as to have made good use of, or to have improved, what was committed to his trust and management.  

Dr. Robert Witham says, "When those who are gifted with the grace of understanding for the benefit of others, refuse to make a proper use of the gift, that grace is of consequence withdrawn; whereas had they employed it with zeal and diligence, they would have received additional grace."

"This, moreover, shows that God never requires of men more than he has enabled them to  perform."-St. John Chrysostom, Homily 79

Verse 30:  "And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth."

We have here yet another proof that not only do the rapacious, unjust, and evil doers, but all those who neglect to do good, are punished with the greatest severity.  We call this the sins of omission.

St. John Chrysostom, in Homily 79, says this:  "Let Christians listen to these words, and while time will permit them, embrace the means of Salvation.  Let no one suffer his talent to lie uncultivated, and, as it were, hidden and buried in the unhappy earth of the world and the flesh, which engages all their thoughts and affections more than the honor and glory of God, or the eternal welfare of their own or neighbor's souls."

"The foregoing parables manifestly tend to excite in us great watchfulness, under the just apprehension of the strict account which hereafter we must give of our respective talents.  Jesus, therefore, naturally concludes these parables with a description of that awful day which is to succeed the final reckoning, and which will unalterably fix our abode either in eternal happiness, or in eternal misery.  In this description we are to  remark:

1).  The preparations for this awful scene.

2).  The Sentence pronounced by the Judge.

3).  The Execution of this sentence."-Rev George Leo Haydoc



God love yas,

Tim
