Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Reading I
Wis 6:12-16

Resplendent and unfading is wisdom,
and she is readily perceived by those who love her,
and found by those who seek her.
She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of their desire;
whoever watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed,
for he shall find her sitting by his gate.
For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence,
and whoever for her sake keeps vigil
shall quickly be free from care;
because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her,
and graciously appears to them in the ways,
and meets them with all solicitude. 

Verse 13  "and she is readily perceived by those who love her, and found by those who seek her."

This is done with the assistance of Divine Grace.  See Deuteronomy  30:11; Romans 10:6
The advantages of Wisdom invite us to seek her.

Verse 15: "For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence, and whoever for her sake keeps vigil"

In other words, Wisdom is ready to introduce herself.  See Proverbs 1:20; 8:34; 9:1

Verse 16:  "seeking those worthy of her, and graciously appears to them in the ways, and meets them with all solicitude."

With eager desire to be guided by her maxims. 


Reading II
1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
about those who have fallen asleep,
so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,
so too will God, through Jesus,
bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive,
who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.
For the Lord himself, with a word of command,
with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God,
will come down from heaven,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. 
Thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
Therefore, console one another with these words.

This reading deals with the fate of the departed Christians.  Their present anxiety concerns no the judgment of the living and the dead, but the participation of their dead friends in the glorious coming of Christ.

Verse 13:  "We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have fallen asleep"

This formula St. Paul uses draws attention to an important point, The Christian dead. Death is spoken of as a sleep even in pagan literature, without necessarily presupposing  faith in immortality or resurrection.  The image is used in the old Testament, Genesis 47:30; Deuteronomy 31:16; 3 Kings 2:10 are some examples; but in Christianity it  acquires a special sense because of faith in the resurrection of Jesus.  See Matthew 9:24; Acts 7:60 and 1 Corinthians 15:18-20.

Verse 14  "so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.  For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose"

Lest you should grieve...Not with a natural sorrow at the loss of loved ones, but with a pagan sorrow that is without Christian hope ( See Colossians 1:27; Ephesians 2:12;  & 1 Thessalonians 4:5).  The object of hope is specific, the Resurrection and a life of  Glory with Christ.

If we believe...A real condition; the certitude of faith is presupposed.  The death and resurrection of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 14:9; and Acts 17:3 at  Thessalonica itself) bear a casual relationship to the resurrection of Christians.  

Verse 15  "so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord"

God will bring into His company those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.  God's  command will in a moment raise and bring all to judgment.  The dead, who are in Christ, in the grace of Christ shall rise first, not as to time, but in dignity.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "Shall rise first, not in the order of time, for all shall rise in the twinkling of an eye, but first in order of dignity."

St. John Chrysostom however, says, "The elect rise before the reprobate, to go before the Lord; whereas the latter shall come behind him, only to appear before the tribunal of Justice."

Verses 15-17 explain 1 Thessalonians 5:14 in the traditional language of Jewish apocalyptic writing, "word of the Lord."  St. Paul's teaching appears to be based on the eschatological teaching of Christ or on a special revelation.  See Acts 16:9-10; 27:23;  2 Corinthians 12:1; Galatians 2:2; 1 Cor 15:51.

Perhaps St. Paul, under inspiration, merely applies the teaching of Christ to this situation, "we who live, who survive" Not knowing the time of the Lord's coming, St. Paul cherishes the hope of living until the day of the Parousia (Second Coming) and so includes himself and his Christians among the survivors on the last day.

Verses 16-17 are a partial description of the Parousia based on currant cosmotology; 
Heaven, the dwelling place of God and the Risen Christ is above the earth and so the Lord descends; in going out to meet him.  Christians therefore ascend into the air.

This is where Schofield, the Protestant theologian of the 19th century based his theology on the so-called "Rapture."

The voice of the Archangel and the trumpet blowing are probably synonymous, proclaiming the hour of the Parousia and the assembly of God's people; the trumpet plays a role in the Old Testament theophanies and assembles of God's people at Mount Sinai.  See Exodus 19:13-19 and in the Prophets Zephania 1:16; Isaiah 27:13.  Also see Matthew 24:31; 1 Cor 15:52

In the Book of Revelations, also known as the Apocalypse of St. John 1:10 and 4:1 the voice of the Angel and the trumpet are one; Angels mediate the orders of God in  Revelations 12:5; the passive voice suggests that God Himself is the cause this.

Clouds...The traditional veil and accompaniment of God and the Risen Jesus as the Son of Man.  See Daniel 7:13; Revelations 14:14-16; Mark 9:7; 13:26; Acts 1:9

"Going out to meet the Lord" may reflect either the Hellenistic reception of Royal 
visitors.  Also see Exodus 19_10-18

The Hellenists are the Greek speaking Jews.  Their ceremonial serves to portray strictly  religious concept, the reunion of Christians with Christ their King.

We shall always be with the Lord...This is the climax of St. Paul's teaching in this
pericope.  The Last End every Christian on earth desires:  Heaven.

Gospel
Mt 25:1-13

Jesus told his disciples this parable:  "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps.   Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  At midnight, there was a cry, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'
Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish ones said to the wise,
'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  But the wise ones replied,  'No, for there may not be enough for us and you. Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.'
While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him.   

Then the door was locked.  Afterwards the other virgins came and said,
'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!'  But he said in reply,
'Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.'  Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour."

Verse 1:  "Jesus told his disciples this parable:  "The kingdom of heaven will be like  ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom."

The ten virgins signify all of mankind.  The bridegroom, of course is Jesus; the "Bride" is the Catholic Church.  The "oil" is Grace and Charity.

Dr. Robert Witham comments:  "The Kingdom of Heaven is not unfrequently  compared to the Church Militant; which, as it is composed of both just and wicked, reprobate and elect, is deservedly compared to five wise and five foolish virgins: the wise constantly aspiring after their blessed country; the foolish, with all their fasts and austerities (sternness in manner of appearance; harshness, strictness, severity), wishing to procure nothing more than the empty esteem of men."

Pope St. Gregory the Great says, "The custom of the Jews was, that the bridegroom should go to fetch his spouse, and conduct her with solemnity to his house."

"This was the conclusive ceremony, and done in the night-time. The young women of the  vicinity, in order to do her honor, went to meet her with lighted lamps.  Modern travelers inform us, that this custom still obtains with the Eastern nations particularly the Persians..  Hence the Latin phrase, "Ducere uxorem," to marry.-Vatable

Ok, here is another theologian I had never heard of, we'll meet him together.  Francois Vatable, or Waterbled, the name is also written Gastebled, was a French Hellenist and Habraist of the sixteenth century.  He was born 85 miles north-west of Paris, in a small town called Gamaches.  He died on March 16, 1547.  He was the Rector of Bramet in Valois in 1530-1531.  King Francis I appointed him to the Chair of Hebrew in the newly founded College of the Three Languages in 1530.  This college was later named and became better known as the "College de France."

He was later named Abbot of Bellozane.  Vatable is justly regarded as the restorer of Hebrew scholarship in France, and his lectures in Paris were largely attended even by Jews.  Interesting though, he published nothing in his lifetime.  He did complete a Latin translation of Aristotle's "Meterologica," which appeared in Lyons in 1548, and Aristotle's "Parva Naturalia," which was published in Paris after his death in 1619.

From the lecture notes taken from Vatable's pupils Robert Stephens drew the material for the "Scholia" which he added to his edition of the new Latin translation of the Bible by Leo of Juda (1539-1545).  It has been proven beyond doubt that these notes had been shamefully garbled by the Protestants of Zurich. The Sarbonne Doctors sharply inveighed against the Lutheran tendencies of the notes of Stephen's Bible, and Vatable himself disowned them; yet, as they are a model of clear, concise, literary, and critical exegesis, the Salamanca theologians, with the authorization of the Spanish Inquisition, issued a new thoroughly-revised edition of 1729 Migne, the scholia on the books of Esdra and Nehemiah. -This information was taken from the Catholic Encyclopedia

Verse 4:  "but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps."

"Under this parable we have the state of all Christians in their mortal pilgrimage justly delineated. The wise took oil in Faith, and an additional supply of oil in their lamps, the necessary qualifications of grace and charity, joined with Divine Faith, and an additional supply of oil in their vessels; that is, they laid up in store for themselves a solid foundation of god works."-Rev. Fr. George Leo Haydoc

Pope St. Gregory the Great taught, that by the lamps, faith is meant; and by the light, good works.  Hence, our Pope Saint concludes that the bad, although they have lamps, that is, faith, no less than the good, shall be excluded; because their lamps are out, that is, their faith is dead, without charity and good works to enlighten them.

St. Augustine also declares, "that these lighted lamps are good works, such as Corporal Works of Mercy and good conversation, which shine forth before men.  And that this oil is a right inward intention, directing all our works to the greater glory of God, and  not to the praise of ourselves in the sight of men."

"The foolish virgins had a little oil in their lamps at first, sufficient to shine before men, by some little external show of piety, or certain works done through fear, profit, or human respects; but had made no provision of oil in their vessels, that is, their hearts and consciences, no provision of solid piety and charity, by means of which they might, like the prudent virgins, produce good works to salvation."-Cornelius Jansenius, Bishop of Ypres, not the heretic.

Verse 5:  "Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep."

As I mentioned earlier, the bridegroom is Jesus Christ.  While He delayed or tarried is used in other translations, refers to His coming, and thus protracted the time of repentance, "they all became drowsy and fell asleep" means, they all died.  

"The reason why our Blessed Lord says they slumbered or fell asleep is, because they were to rise again: and by the expression, "Since the bridegroom was long delayed" or "While the bridegroom tarried" Christ wishes to show us that a very short time will elapse between His first and Second Coming."-St. Jerome

Verse 6:  "At midnight, there was a cry, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'"

There was a cry..."So shall we all have to rise again at the sound of the last trumpet, to meet our Judge, either like the wise virgins, who having their oil ready, and their lamps trimmed and burning, soon prepare themselves to give in their accounts to their Lord; or like the foolish, who having made no provision of the oil of good works, are compelled to seek it at the time they are to be judged."-Rev Fr. George Leo Haydoc

St. Augustine comments, "It is said He will come at midnight, that is, when it is least expected."

Verse 8:  "Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps.   The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'"

Here is a classic example of all those who foolishly trust in "Faith Alone."  

"This causes one to lead a tepid indifferent life, negligent in preparing themselves by Good works for the coming of the bridegroom.  But when they perceive themselves called away from this life, to go and meet their judge, they then begin to find their lamps extinguished, and to think of procuring for themselves the oil of good works, by  bequeathing their effects to the poor.  though we ought not to despair of the salvation of these, still there is great room to fear; for a deathbed repentance is seldom sincere, more seldom, or never perfect, and always uncertain."-Bishop Cornelius Jansenius of Ypres.

Verse 9:  "But the wise ones replied,'No, for there may not be enough for us and you.  Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.'"

The wise virgins are not saying to the foolish ones to go and buy oil, but are upbraiding or blaming  for their poor decision of not following the Boy Scout motto: Be Prepared.   That is, they did not store up enough Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.

"They had before only sought the praises of men in their good actions, and therefore are answered by the wise, Go now to those to whom you have given all your actions; go and see what their praises will avail, what peace of conscience they can give you: and, if  they have praised you, and made you esteemed in the eyes of men, see if they can do the same before God."-St. Augustine

Verse 10:  "While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready  went into the wedding feast with him.  Then the door was locked."

Then the door was locked... or shut is found in other translations.  After the final Day of Judgement, there will be no room for prayers and good works, says St. Jerome.

"For, after having received those within its walls, who have put on in some degree the nature of the Angels, the gate to the City of bliss is closed forever."-St. Augustine

Verse 13:  "Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour."

St. Augustine poses the question, "How can we always be watching, it being necessary for each one to give himself sufficient time to sleep and rest from his many labors?"

He answers the question in these words:  "We may always keep watching in our hearts by faith, hope, charity, and all other good works.  But when we awake, like the five wise virgins, we must arise and trim our lamps by supplying them with the oil of good works.  Then they will not go out, nor will the soothing oil of a good conscience be wanting to us.  Then will the bridegroom come and introduce us to his house, where we shall never need sleep or rest, nor will our lamps ever be in danger of going out.  While we are in this life, we labor; and our lamps, blown about by the winds of innumerable temptations, are always in danger of extinguished; but some their flames shall become more brilliant, and the temptations we have suffered here shall not diminish, but increase its, lustre."-St. Augustine, Sermon 24.


God love yas,

Tim
