Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I
Mal 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10

Malachi, whose name signifies "the angel of the Lord," was contemporary with the Prophet Nehemiah, and by some is believed  to have been  the same person with Esdras.  He was the last of the Prophets, in the order of time, and flourished about four hundred years before Christ; the reprobation of the Jews and their sacrifices; and the calling of the Gentiles, who shall offer up to God in every place an acceptable sacrifice.

Sigonius says, "He also clearly speaks of the twofold coming of Christ, preceded by the Baptist and by Elias.  Nothing is known for certain respecting this Prophet.  He inveighs against the same crimes as Nehemiah, to whose covenant he alludes."

Calmet says, "None was afterwards recognized for a Prophet till the Baptist appeared.  Both priests and people are here reproved, and the Jewish Law yields to that of Christ."

Dr. Robert Witham says, "No date is prefixed no more than to the works of Jona, Nahum, and company.  St. Jerome seems to fix on the seventh year of Artaxerxes, when Esdras came to Jerusalem."


A great King am I, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations.  And now, O priests, this commandment is for you: If you do not listen,
if you do not lay it to heart, to give glory to my name, says the LORD of hosts,
I will send a curse upon you and of your blessing I will make a curse.
You have turned aside from the way, and have caused many to falter by your instruction; you have made void the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts.
I, therefore, have made you contemptible and base before all the people,
since you do not keep my ways, but show partiality in your decisions.
Have we not all the one father?  Has not the one God created us?
Why then do we break faith with one another, violating the covenant of our fathers? 

Since we only have the second part of the verse in our reading, I will quote from the Doughy-Rheims Bible:

chapter 1 Verse 14:  "Cursed is the deceitful man, that has in his flock a male, and making a vow, offers in sacrifice that which is feeble to the Lord: for I am a great King, says the Lord of Hosts, and my name is dreadful among the Gentiles."

male..."So better things are styled mascula thura."-Virgil Pliny

It was unlawful to offer a female by vow, but not out of devotion.  
See Leviticus 22:18-23

King...This is what the Persian monarchs were called.

Dreadful or feared in Greek is "Epiphanes."

Chapter 2 verse 1:  "And now, O priests, this commandment is for you"

Priests...Such as these priests were hoarding up riches, dishonoring God and His Sacraments, as if they were temporal things to be purchased, and so they scandalize the weak.  "

Verse 2:  "If you do not listen,  if you do not lay it to heart, to give glory to my name, 
says the LORD of hosts, I will send a curse upon you and of your blessing I will make a curse."

It would be well for them if they were reduced to poverty, and would repent, as they will otherwise be deprived of eternal goods, having received their wages in this world, like hirelings."-Pope John X of the 10th Century.

Blessing...riches.  The priests also blessed the people,  See Numbers 6:28

Verse 9  "I, therefore, have made you contemptible and base before all the people, since you do not keep my ways, but show partiality in your decisions."

People...If priests comply not with these high functions, they are despicable here, and condemned to eternal torments.  See Jude 11

In our reading we find the phrase  "Show partiality."  Dr. Robert Witham says, in Hebrew the phrase is "raised up faces," instead of reproving the guilty.  See Deuteronomy 1:10 and Leviticus 19:15

Verse 10:  "Have we not all the one father?  Has not the one God created us?
Why then do we break faith with one another, violating the covenant of our fathers?"

The Prophet is addressing his brother Jews who are in distress.  See 2 Esdras 5:1

The covenant these Levites were violating was the divorce of their wives and living in the adulterous state with the new ones they took.

St. Jerome mentions the tradition of the Jews, which supposed that the captives at their return dismissed their wives and married younger ones, though strangers.  
See chapter 5:11.

Calmet says, "But this is not probable.  Such women were ordered to be dismissed."  
See 1 Esdras 9:1 and 2 Esdras 13:23

This is but another classic example of why is paramount to read the Sacred Scriptures with the eyes of a first century Jew.  Unless you would have done the research to find out what this Prophet was talking about, one would easily get the wrong meaning.  This is why we have 28,000 churches in the world today.


Reading II
1 Thes 2:7b-9, 13

Brothers and sisters:
We were gentle among you, as a nursing mother cares for her children. 
With such affection for you, we were determined to share with you
not only the gospel of God, but our very selves as well,
so dearly beloved had you become to us. 
You recall, brothers and sisters, our toil and drudgery. 
Working night and day in order not to burden any of you,
we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

And for this reason we too give thanks to God unceasingly,
that, in receiving the word of God from hearing us,
you received not a human word but, as it truly is, the word of God,
which is now at work in you who believe. 

Verse 7:  "We were gentle among you, as a nursing mother cares for her children."

We became little by our carriage, and by our humility and kindness.

Dr Robert Witham says, "In Greek, it translates to made ourselves gentle and good natured."

Verse 8  "With such affection for you, we were determined to share with you not only the gospel of God, but our very selves as well, so dearly beloved had you become to us."

St. John Chrysostom admires the tender expression of love in St. Paul.

In the Latin Vulgate, St. Jerome translates it "Because you have become most dear to us, we share the Gospel with you."

Verse 13:  "And for this reason we too give thanks to God unceasingly, that, in receiving the word of God from hearing us, you received not a human word but, as it truly is, the word of God, which is now at work in you who believe."

Dr. Robert Witham comments, "The words of the hearing of God, which can only signify the Word of God, you heard from us."


Gospel
Mt 23:1-12

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses.  Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example.  For they preach but they do not practice.  They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people's shoulders,  but they will not lift a finger to move them.  All their works are performed to be seen. 

They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels.  They love places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in synagogues, greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi.'  As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.' You have but one teacher, and you are all brothers. 

Call no one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven.  Do not be called 'Master'; you have but one master, the Christ.  The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

Verse 1  "Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples"

"Jesus thus spoke to the multitude a few days previous to His Passion.  It is here observable that Our Blessed Lord, after He had tried all possible remedies, after He had taught and confirmed His doctrines by innumerable miracles, after He had secretly by His parables reprehended them for their wickedness, but without effect, now publically upbraids or blames their vices.  But before His reprehension of the Pharisees, He instructs the people, lest they should despise the authority of the priesthood."-Salmeron

Ok, you are probably wondering who this guy is I am now quoting.  To be honest, I had never heard of him either until I stumbled on to his quote.  So, without delay, let's meet Alfonso Salmeron.

Alfonso Salmeron was a Jesuit Biblical scholar born at Toledo on the Blessed Virgin's birthday, September 8, 1515, the same year as St. Philip Neri was born.  He died at  Naples February 13, 1585.  He studied literature and philosophy at Alcala, and thereafter went to Paris for philosophy and theology.  Through his friend, James Lainez, he met St. Ignatius Loyola.  Together with Lainez, Faber, and St. Francis Xavier he enlisted as one of the first companions of Loyola in 1536.

During the Lenten season of 1537, he traveled to Rome and met with the Holy Father, Pope Paul III.  Salmeron delivered a discourse to the Pontiff, that impressed the Pope so much, he granted him a leave to receive Holy Orders as soon as he reached the canonical age.  On his birthday, September 8, 1537, Salmeron, Lainez, Faber, and St. Francis Xavier celebrated their first Mass.

On April 22, 1541, Salmeron pronounced his solemn vows in St. Paul's-Outside-the Walls, as a professed member of the newly established Society of Jesus (the Jesuits).

In the autumn of this year, Pope Paul III sent him and Broet as Apostolic Nuncios to Ireland.  

He attended the Council Trent as a theologian to Pope Paul III.  His work on 
Justification won the hearts and respect of all.

Salmeron wrote sixteen volumes of Scriptural commentaries, eleven on the Gospels, one on the Acts, and four on the Pauline Epistles.  Everyone keep their eyes out for these books!  I want them!

Verse 2:  "The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses."

The Scribes were the ones who professed the greatest zeal for the Law of Moses, and gloried in being the interpreters of it, sat upon the chair Moses, succeeded to his authority of governing the people of God, of instructing them in His Law, and of  disclosing to them His will.  Such, therefore, who did not depart from the letter of the Law, were called the Scribes.  Those who professed something higher, and separated themselves from the crowd, as better than the ordinary class of men, were Pharisees, which name signifies, "Separated."

Origen says, "God preserves the truth of the Christian Religion in the Apostolic See of  Rome, which in the new law answers to the chair of Moses, notwithstanding the disedifying conduct of some few of its bishops."  

"Yes, though a traitor, as vile as Judas himself, were a bishop thereof, it would not be prejudicial to the integrity of the faith of God's Church, or to the ready obedience and perfect submission of sincere good Christians, for whom our Lord has made this provision,when He says, 'Do that which they say, but not as they do.'"-St. Augustine

Verse 3  "Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For they preach but they do not practice.  For they  preach but they do not practice."

St. Augustine in his defense of the Apostolic See, thus argues, "Why do you call the Apostolic Chair the chair of pestilence?  If for the men that sit therein, I ask: did our Lord Jesus Christ, on account of the Pharisees, reflect upon the chair wherein they sat?  Did he not commend that chair of Moses, and, preserving the honor of the chair, reprove them?  For he says, 'they have sat on the chair of Moses.  All therefore whatsoever they shall say to you, observe and do.'  These points if you did well consider, you would not, for the men whom you defame, blaspheme the Apostolic See, wherewith you do not hold Communion."  

"Neither on account of the Pharisees, to whom you maliciously compare us, did our Lord command the chair of Moses to be forsaken; (in which chair he verily figured His own) for he warned the people to do what they say, and not what they do, and that the holiness of the chair be in no case forsaken, nor the unity of the flock divided, on account of the wicked lives of the pastors."-St. Augustine

Christ does not tell them to observe everything, without exception, that the Pharisees 
should say to them; for, (as it was observed in a preceding chapter) many superstitions and false ordinances had obtained amongst them, corrupting the Scriptures by their traditions; but only such as were not contrary to the Law of Moses.

We are taught to obey bad no less than good ministers, in those things that are not 
expressly contrary to the Law of God. 

An example would be how we receive Holy Communion.
Most places these days the people stand up to receive our Lord.  When I was a kid, we received Him kneeling.  Another example would be the head covering for women at Mass.  Pope Linus, the second Pope decreed that all women shall cover their heads at Mass.  This is still in practice for most of the world today; but in the United States, because of a silly Press release, the American Bishops removed the obligation for women to cover their heads while at Mass.

"Hence appears how unfounded and unreasonable is the excuse so often added by people in justification of their misdeeds, that they saw their pastors do the same.  Such must attend to the rule here given by Jesus Christ.  What they say, do; but according to their works, do ye not."-St. Dionysius of Carthage

The words "all whatsoever" show that nothing must be excepted, but what the Supreme Law orders to be excepted..   

Verse 4:  "They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people's shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to move them."

Heavy and insupportable burdens, some understand in general the ceremonies of the Law of Moses; but Christ seems rather here to mean the vain customs, traditions, and additions, introduced by the Jewish doctors, and by their Scribes and Pharisees.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "They thus greatly increase the burden of others, by multiplying their obligations; while they will not offer themselves the least violence in observing them, or alleviating the burden, by taking any share upon their own shoulders."  

Verse 5:  "All their works are performed to be seen.  They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their tassels."

Phylacteries, these were pieces or scrolls of parchment, on which were written the Ten Commandments, or some sentence of the Law of Moses, which the Jews were accustomed to fasten to their foreheads, or on their arms, to put them in mind of their duty.  (This is where we got the old cliche, "Tie a string around your finger.")  Thus, the Jews, interpreted those words.  See Deuteronomy 6:8

Deuteronomy 6:8  "You shall tie them as a sign on your hand: and they shall be, and move before your eyes."

Perhaps the Jews, and even Jesus Himself, wore them,  and  that He only blames the hypocrisy and vanity of the Scribes and Pharisees, who affected to have them larger than others; and they did the like as to the fringes which the Jews wore on their garments.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "That is, parchments, on which they wrote the Ten Commandments and carried them on their foreheads before their eyes: which the Pharisees affected to wear broader than other men: so to seem more zealous for the Law."

Sigonius says, "The word Phylacterion, which is found in the Greek and Latin Vulgate, properly signifies a preservative.  It was a piece of parchment which the Jews  carried round their heads from one ear to the other, and round their arms like bracelets, and upon which  were written certain words of the Law.  Since the origin of the sect of  Pharisees, they began to attach to these bands of parchment chimerical virtues, such as preventatives of maladies, and preservatives from the insults of devils; hence the name Phylacterion."

Verse 7:  "greetings in marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi.'  As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.'"

Rabbi is a title like that of Master, Doctor, or teacher.  Judas gave it to Jesus.  See Matthew 2:49.  

The Disciples of St John the Baptist also address Our blessed Lord with this title.  See John 3:26

In this verse, we see Jesus blaming their pride, and vanity in affecting such titles,
rather than the titles themselves.

Dr Robert Witham says this is properly a preceptor, as we find in John 3:10,
"Are you a Master in Israel, and knows not these things?"

Verse 8:  "As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.' You have but one teacher, and you are  all brothers."

You have but one teacher, or Master, who is Jesus Christ, and under Him one Vicar, the successor of St. Peter, the Pope, with whom all Catholic teachers who are in union  with the Pontiff, are one, because they all teach one and the same doctrine in every part  of the Christian world.

Many modern sects of today, which are dividing and subdividing into fresh sects, (this is why we have 28,000+ churches in the world), we find no two leaders teaching in all points exactly the same tenants; as each is not only allowed, but expected to follow his own private spirit, and to build his creed upon his own interpretation of Scripture.

                                                                        
Matthew 23:9:  Call none your father...Neither be ye called masters.  The meaning is, that our Father in Heaven is incomparably more to be regarded, than any father upon the earth: and no master is to be followed, who would lead us away from Christ.  But this does not hinder but that we are by the law of God to have due respect both for our parents and Spiritual fathers. (1 Cor 4:15) and for our masters and teachers. 

The name Father, is a title of dignity: the presidents of the assembly of 23 Judges were so called; the second Judge of the Sanhedrin, etc.  Nothing in Matthew 23:9 is forbidden but the contentious divisions, and self-assumed authority, of such as make themselves leaders and favorers of schisms and sects; as Donatus, Arius, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Tyndale, Wesley, Knox, and numerous others of very modern date.  

But by NO MEANS the title of Father, attributed by the Faith, piety, and confidence of good people, to their directors; for St. Paul tells the Corinthians, that he is their 
ONLY Spiritual Father: 1 Cor 4:15  if you have 10,000 instructors in Christ, yet not 
many Fathers.  For in Christ Jesus, I have begotten you. This simply means: "it is for 
your own good, that I may take this liberty, as being your only Spiritual Father, in 
Christ by whom you were first made Christians.         

Another example is When Jesus refers to Abraham as "Father Abraham."  If Jesus litterally meant to call no man father, He would have broken His own rule.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              


God love yas,

Tim
