Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Reading I


The Second book of Moses is called Exodus from the Greek word, which signifies "going out;" because it contains the history of the "going out" of the children of Israel out of Egypt.  The Hebrews, from the words with which it begins, call it VEELE SUEMONTH: These are the names.

The Book covers a period of 145 years till the beginning of the second year after the
liberation of the Israelites.  Their slavery is described in the first three chapters;
and is supposed to have continued 90 years.  The Jews were in Egypt for 430 years all together.

The Laws prescribed by God to His people, the sacrifices, tabernacle, etc. were all 
intended to prefigure the Christian dispensation.

St. Augustine says, "Moses himself was a type of Jesus Christ, who was rejected by the synagogue, and received by the Gentiles, as the Jewish Legislator was abandoned by his mother, and educated by the Egyptian Princess.  She delivers him back to his mother; and thus the Jews will, at last, acknowledge our Savior."

"God deigns to address his people in the  character of a powerful Eastern monarch, and requires the like attention.  He appoints his ministers, like guards to attend before his tabernacle.  The Laws which he enacts, are infinitely more perfect than those of the surrounding nations."-Calmet


Ex 22:20-26

Thus says the LORD:
"You shall not molest or oppress an alien,
for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt. 
You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. 
If ever you wrong them and they cry out to me,
I will surely hear their cry. 
My wrath will flare up, and I will kill you with the sword;
then your own wives will be widows, and your children orphans.

"If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors among my people,
you shall not act like an extortioner toward him
by demanding interest from him. 
If you take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge,
you shall return it to him before sunset;
for this cloak of his is the only covering he has for his body. 
What else has he to sleep in?
If he cries out to me, I will hear him; for I am compassionate." 

Exodus 22:19 is not part of our reading but is very important to know
when reading this part of Scripture.  I will give it to you here:

"He that sacrifices to gods, shall be put to death, save only to the Lord."

Death...In Hebrew it means "shall be anathema" which denoted utter
destruction both of the person and of all his goods.

Verse 20: "You shall not molest or oppress an alien, for you were once aliens 
yourselves in the land of Egypt."  

The Celtes punished with death the murderer of a stranger or alien, while they
only banished him who had murdered a citizen. I cannot help but wonder if the
Muslims got their thinking from this passage.  

Verse 24:  "My wrath will flare up, and I will kill you with the sword;
then your own wives will be widows, and your children orphans."

Wives shall be widows, children will be fatherless...Thus God will retaliate upon
the oppressors of the poor.

Verse 25:  "If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors among my people,
you shall not act like an extortioner toward him by demanding interest from him."

I sure wish the Credit Card companies would read this verse.  Basically this is saying many people are most often in want, with respect to the rich.  The Hebrew terms it a "bite."

Carinal Juan Maldonado quotes Cato on this verse, "What is usury, said Cato, but to 
kill a man?"  

The Romans required thieves to restore double, but usurers were to render four times as much as they had taken.

Restitution is prescribed.  See 2 Esdras 5:11

Some Calvinists have stood up in its defense, in opposition to the Scripture, Early 
Fathers, and Councils of the Catholic Church.

The word "lend" in this sense means "hoping to gain nothing from it." 

Luke 6:35 "Let him who loves money...lend (in the person of the poor) to Him who says, "Give, and it shall be given to you."-Pope St. Leo the Great

The Jews themselves have reprobated usury in any use.



Reading II
1 Thes 1:5c-10

Brothers and sisters:
You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake. 
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord,
receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the Holy Spirit,
so that you became a model for all the believers
in Macedonia and in Achaia.
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth
not only in Macedonia and in Achaia,
but in every place your faith in God has gone forth,
so that we have no need to say anything. 
For they themselves openly declare about us
what sort of reception we had among you,
and how you turned to God from idols
to serve the living and true God
and to await his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead,
Jesus, who delivers us from the coming wrath.

Verse 5:  "For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with much conviction."

In power...The sense is, "I have preached the Gospel to you, not only in words of 
persuasion, but have proved it by the power of miracles, in much fulness, or in great 
abundance.  I have also taught you the Gospel not by my words only, but by my actions; for you know what kind of a life I led among you.  I had no interest but in gaining your souls.  And I rejoice to hear you have received it in much power, by the Holy Spirit working within you."-Rev George Leo Haydoc

In much conviction..."Some would have the Greek word to signify in a full assurance;
but in the style of the New Testament, it may as well signify a fullness or plentitude."
-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 8  "For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only in Macedonia and in Achaia,"

Dr. Witham comments that in the Greek, the words, "from you the word of the Lord has sounded" states "was sounded about in every place; or in very many places. 



Gospel
Mt 22:34-40


When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together, and one of them,
a scholar of the law tested him by asking,
"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" 
He said to him,
"You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
and with all your mind.
This is the greatest and the first commandment.
The second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."

Verse 34:  "When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together"

The Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced their adversaries, the Sadducees,
some of them, says St. Luke , 20:39, "applauded him, saying, 'Master, you 
have spoken well.'"

Dr. Robert Witham says, "The Pharisees assembled themselves together that 
they might confound him by their numbers, whom they could not by their
arguments.  Wherefore they said one to another: 'let one speak for all, and
speak by one, that if one be reduced, we may all appear conquerors.' Hence,
it is said, 'And one of them, a doctor of the law asked him, tempting him, 
if he were really possessed of that wisdom and that knowledge which people so
much admire in him."


Verse 40:  "The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."

Whereby it is evident that all  depends not upon "faith only" though faith be 
the first, but much more upon "charity," which is the love of God and our
neighbor, and which is the sum of all the Law and the Prophets; because he that
has this double charity, expressed here by these two principal Commandments, 
fulfills all that is commanded in the Law of the Prophets.

The following is a class I wrote a few years back.  I have used this for CCD children 
and adults.  I hope you enjoy it.

Christianity is a way of Life.  Each Commandment orders us to take the right road and forbids us to take the wrong road. The commandments guide us on the way.

The religion of Christ is not just a body of truths to be believed as we believe the 
truths in a geography book.  It is above all a WAY OF LIFE.  It means that we become one with Christ, living His life, imitating His actions, and following the directions of His laws.

Besides believing what God has revealed; we must keep His law.

The Two Great Commandments that contain the whole law of God are:  (Matthew 22:34-40)

          FIRST  You shall love the Lord your God with your whole
                 heart, and with your whole soul, and with your
                 whole mind; and with your whole strength.
          
          SECOND You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

Love is the most important of the commandments.  Our love must go first to God and then to all God's children, our brothers and sisters in Christ.
     
All other commandments simply show us in detail how we are to love God and neighbor   "If you love Me, keep My commandments."  (John 14:15)
     
The Holy Spirit helps us to love others.


To love God, our neighbor, and ourselves we must keep the commandments of God and of the Church, and perform the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.

The spiritual and corporal works of mercy are acts of love which we show to Christ in 
the members of His Mystical Body whatever we do for a member of the body of Christ, we do for Christ .  And we can help non-Catholics to become members of Christ's body by the love we show toward them.
     
As Our Lord Himself says, 'As long as you have done it for one of these, the very least of My brethren, you have done it for Me."  (Matthew 25:40)
             
The chief Corporal works or Mercy are:

          1.  TO FEED THP HUNGRY.
          2.  TO GIVE DRINK TO THE THIRSTY.
          3.  TO CLOTHE THE NAKED.
          4.  TO VISIT THE IMPRISONED.
          5.  TO SHELTER THE HOMELESS.
          6.  TO VISIT THE SICK.
          7.  TO BURY THE DEAD.

Corporal works of Mercy are Acts of love which come from the heart to help our neighbor.

Both Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy are nothing new.  In fact, they were ancient during the life of Christ. Here are the Biblical references to them:

         Leviticus         25:26-37
         Sirach            7:39
         Isaias            58:7-11
         Ezechiel          18:5-9   Please read this
         Matthew           5:2; 10:8; 25:34-40
         Acts              20:35
         Romans             5:1
         1 Thessalonians    8:14
         Hebrews           10:24

1.   To feed the hungry.  Everyone needs bodily food.  It is an act of love to help 
others to obtain their bodily nourishment, especially those in greatest need.

As a delivery man, I see this everyday.  The numbers of people I see scurrying through the dumpsters behind Vons and other markets will shock you.
    
You can do this charitable work by bringing food to a needy family or by taking part in our Thanksgiving and Christmas basket programs.

2.   To give drink to the thirsty.  What was said of food applies also to the need 
everyone has for drink.

You can do this in many ways, like lifting up a small child to get a drink at a fountain.

3.   To clothe the naked.  Everyone needs clothing.  It is an act of love to help others 
with clothing, especially those who need help.

You can do this by bringing clothes to a needy family, or to a clothing drive for 
underprivileged countries.  Younger people can do this by helping mom with the laundry or dressing little brothers and sisters.
    
4.   To visit the imprisoned.  Besides those in prison, many others suffer hindrances or dangers to freedom.  Helping them or protecting them is an act of love.

We can do this by protecting a little boy from a bigger one.  Our servicemen do this by fighting for our country.  How about bringing Communion to the sick or visiting shut-ins?

5.   To shelter the homeless.  Everyone needs shelter.  To help others obtain shelter or to preserve it is an act of love.

We can do this by taking in someone in case of a fire, flood, Or other disaster.  Moms do this everyday by making the beds, cleaning the floor, and dusting the furniture.

6.   To visit the sick.  Helping sick people in any way is an act of love.

We can do this by running an errand for an elderly lady. Or reading to a sick person, or just spending time with them and letting them know they are not alone, and someone does care.

7.   To bury the dead.  It is an act of love to show respect for the bodies of the dead.

We do this every time we attend a funeral, or putting flowers on a grave, or maybe 
cutting the grass on it, or just by treating cemeteries with respect.

The Chief spiritual works of Mercy are:

          1.  TO ADMONISH THE SINNER.
          2.  TO INSTRUCT THE IGNORANT.
          3.  TO COUNSEL THE DOUBTFUL.
          4.  TO COMFORT THE SORROWFUL
          5.  TO BEAR WRONGS PATIENTLY.
          6.  TO FORGIVE ALL INJURIES.
          7.  TO PRAY FOR THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY are: Acts of love toward our neighbor to help him in the needs of his soul.  And since the soul is far more important than the body, the Spiritual Works of Mercy are far more important than the Corporal Works of Mercy.

1.  To admonish the sinner.  It is an act of love to try to make another realize how bad sin is.  This might be done by trying to keep him out of sin or an occasion of sin, or by trying to get him to confession afterwards.  In cases where we think it might make him worse, we do not correct him directly.  We can let him know indirectly, though, especially by our example, that we do not approve of his actions.

2.  To instruct the ignorant.  It is an act of love to help others in one way or another 
to learn the truths they need to know to save their souls.

3.   To counsel the doubtful.  It is an act of love to help others to be certain about 
what they should do to love and serve God.

For example, answering questions about eating meat for lunch on Ember days.

4.  To comfort the sorrowful.  It is an act of love to help another person in any kind 
of sorrow, and to refrain from doing anything that would unnecessarily cause another 
person more sorrow

5.  To bear wrongs patiently.  It is an act of love to accept the consequences of 
another's thoughtlessness or carelessness, and to suffer inconveniences which another should bear.

6.   To forgive all injuries.  It is an act of love to forgive all those who have 
injured us in any way, even deliberately.

Christ demands that His followers have great love and forgiveness for one another in 
imitation of His own forgiveness of His enemies as He hung on the Cross.

7.  To pray for the living and the dead.  We have already seen how our sharing in the 
Communion of saints demands that we pray for everyone.  This is a great means of 
spreading the fires of love to others, whether in this world or in Purgatory.



Everyone is obliged to perform the works of Mercy, according to his own ability and the need of his neighbor.


We must remember, too, that our neighbor is everyone, even our enemies, which means those we do not like.

All the ordinary deeds done every day to relieve the Corporal or Spiritual needs of others are True Works of Mercy, if done in the name of Christ.


Doing them in the name of Jesus means doing them for the love of God.  It is really 
loving Him in the members of His Mystical Body.  He Himself has said of all these actions done to help others, "As long as you did it for one of these, the least of My brethren,  you did it for Me."  Matthew 25.40


                      THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

    Exodus: 20:1-17


     1.  I Am the Lord your God, you shall not have other gods before Me.

     2.  You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

     3.  Remember to Keep Holy the Sabbath Day.

     4.   Honor your father and mother

     5.  You shall not kill.

     6.  You shall not commit adultery.

     7.  You shall not steal.

     8.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

     9.  You shall not covet your neighbor's wife.

     10.  You shall not covet your neighbor's goods.


    "If you love Me, keep My commandments "  John  4:15


We should not be satisfied merely to keep the commandments of God, but should always be ready to do good deeds, even when they are not commanded.


Real love never says "enough."  It always tries to do all it can for the one it loves, 
not just so much and no more.


Loving God perfectly means doing everything every day in the way He prefers us to do it because we want to please Him.

God love yas,

Tim
