Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Reading I
Is 45:1, 4-6

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus, whose right hand I grasp,
subduing nations before him, and making kings run in his service,
opening doors before him and leaving the gates unbarred:
For the sake of Jacob, my servant, of Israel, my chosen one,
I have called you by your name, giving you a title, though you knew me not.
I am the LORD and there is no other, there is no God besides me.
It is I who arm you, though you know me not, so that toward the rising and the setting  of the sun people may know that there is none besides me.  I am the LORD, there is no  other. 

Verse 1:  "Thus says the LORD to his anointed, Cyrus, whose right hand I grasp, subduing nations before him, and making kings run in his service, opening doors before  him and leaving the gates unbarred"

Anointed...often implies one chosen for some great work.  Cyrus was to ruin the Empire  of Babylon, and to set the nations at liberty.  He was a proof of the Deity by executing  his decrees.

St. Jerome says, "Some copies of the Septuagint seem to have read, "To the Lord" incorrectly.  Though Cyrus was not anointed, he is styled thus, in allusion to the custom of the Jewish Kings."

Verse 4:  "For the sake of Jacob, my servant, of Israel, my chosen one, I have called 
you by your name, giving you a title, though you knew me not."

Before the Jews had shown Cyrus the Prophecies, he did not attribute his success to the Lord, and even afterwards he seems not to have left the superstitions of his country, as his sacrifices to idols are described.  He resembled Nabuchodonsor and the philosophers, who did not glorify God according to their knowledge. 
See Daniel 2:47 Romans 1:21

Cyrus even revoked the decree for building the temple.  See 1 Esdras 4:5

Calmet says, "Cyrus believed there was One God (1 Esdras 1) yet he did not embrace the truth entirely.

Verse 6:  "It is I who arm you, though you know me not, so that toward the rising and 
the setting of the sun people may know that there is none besides me.  I am the LORD, there is no other."  
(this is one the verses I use when speaking with Mormons.  Isaia chapters 42, 43, and 44 are riddled with the words, "I am the LORD, there is no other.")

The Rising of the sun to its setting means continuous.  Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  In other words, never ending.  

Reading II

St. Paul having preached with success at Thessalonica, the major city of Macedonia, wrote  this letter to confirm them in the Christian Faith and in the practice of virtue.  This, in order, is the first Pauline Epistle.  He wrote it about the year 52 from Corinth.

St. Paul having preached the Gospel, converted some Jews and a great number of Gentiles; but the unbelieving Jews, envying his success raised such a commotion against him, that he and his companion Silas, also called Silvanus had to leave the city.  Afterwards he went to Athens, where he had heard that the converts in Thessalonica had been under a severe persecution since he left; worried about them losing their fortitude, he sent my name sake, St. Timothy to strengthen and comfort them in their sufferings.  In the meantime, St. Paul came to Corinth, where he wrote this first Epistle and the Second to the Thessalonians, both in the same year, being the twenty-third or twenty-fifth, depending on which historian you like, after the Lord's Ascension.

St. Paul preached the faith in this city, assisted by Silas, who's name is joined with 
the Apostle's in this letter.  See Acts 17

Being driven away from the Jew's violence, he left St. Timothy and Silas in Macedonia, to confirm the new converts in their faith.  He later called them, upon hearing about their constancy and perseverance, the Apostle writes this Epistle to encourage and praise them.  As I mentioned earlier, this is the first of St. Paul's Epistles and it is filled with the most affectionate expressions of love and tenderness for his spiritual children in Jesus Christ.  

"In the later part of the letter, he gives some short instructions concerning the state of 
souls after death, and the coming of the last day; as his companions had informed him  that strange reports concerning these two articles were in circulation at Thessalonica, to the disturbance of the faithful."-Calmet

In short, the first three chapters are to confirm and comfort the Thessalonians against the temptation of persecution; the other two are to exhort them to live up to the precepts he delivers them.


1 Thes 1:1-5b

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
grace to you and peace.
We give thanks to God always for all of you,
remembering you in our prayers,
unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love
and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ,
before our God and Father,
knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God,
how you were chosen.
For our gospel did not come to you in word alone,
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction. 


Verse 1:  "Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace."

Notice how St. Paul never calls himself an apostle.  He does not refer himself to be an Apostle in either of the Epistles to Thessalonians.  The reason why he deviates from his ordinary custom is probably that in joining his name with the other two, he did like to assume a title, though his due, which the others did not possess.

Claude Estiennot de la Serre, a Benedictine of the Congregation of Saint-Maur, he
was professed in 1658.  He taught humanities for a short time to the junior monks
at Pontlevoy then later was sent to the Abbey of St. Germain-des-Pres in Paris.
His aptitude for study and research was discovered by Dom Mabillion.  These two
became close friends and journeyed to Flanders, visiting all the Monastic libraries.
In 1670 he was made sub-prior of St. Martin's, Pontoise, a history of which Abbey,
in three volumes was his first published work.  He says about the first verse here,
"Such condescension to your neighbor's feelings, even in trifles, is highly delicate
and praiseworthy.

Verse 3  "remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father"

St. Paul praises the Thessalonians for the progress they had made in the Theological Virtues, (Faith, Hope, and Charity), and enumerates the profit they had derived from each.  Their "faith" had produced "works;" their "Charity" rendered their "labor" light and easy, and their "patience" was the fruit of their future hopes, in condence of which they bore what they had to suffer from their unconverted countrymen."-Claude Estiennot de la Serre

Verse 5:  "For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with much conviction."

In power...The sense is, "I have preached the Gospel to you, not only in words of 
persuasion, but have proved it by the power of miracles, in much fulness, or in great 
abundance.  I have also taught you the Gospel not by my words only, but by my actions; for you know what kind of a life I led among you.  I had no interest but in gaining your souls.  And I rejoice to hear you have received it in much power, by the Holy Spirit working within you."-Rev George Leo Haydoc

In much conviction..."Some would have the Greek word to signify in a full assurance;
but in the style of the New Testament, it may as well signify a fullness or plentitude."
-Dr. Robert Witham



Gospel
Mt 22:15-21

The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech. 
They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying,
"Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man
and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.
And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion,
for you do not regard a person's status.
Tell us, then, what is your opinion:
Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?" 
Knowing their malice, Jesus said,
"Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? 
Show me the coin that pays the census tax." 
Then they handed him the Roman coin. 
He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?" 
They replied, "Caesar's." At that he said to them,
"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God."

Matthew 22:15  "The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in 
speech. "

This is the third conference which Jesus had with the Jews.  It relates to the civil 
conduct of mankind, as directed and influenced by religion.

Matthew 22:16  "They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying,
"Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth.  And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion,
for you do not regard a person's status."

The Herodians...That is, some belonged to Herod, and that joined with him in standing up for the necessity of paying tribute to Caesar; that is, to the Roman Emperor.  Some are of the opinion that there was a sect among the Jews called the Herodians, from their maintaining that Herod was the Messiah.

Sigonius says, "These soldiers had come to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, which was to take place in a few days.  The Pharisees sent their disciples with these soldiers, that immediately as the former ensnared him in his discourse, the latter might apprehend him."

St. John Chrysostom says, "It is worthy of remark, that these bloodthirsty miscreants sought to ensnare him in his words, not able to discover a fault in any action of his whole life."

Teacher or Master, we know..."The Pharisees had instructed their disciples and the 
Herodians to speak in this seemingly friendly manner to our Savior, that they might put Him off His guard, and thereby ensnare him; thinking that Jesus, like other men, could be led away by flattery.  Thus, do all hypocrites act.  They first praise those they want to destroy; and thus by their deceitful words, lead them aside from the true path into all kinds of evils and miseries."-St. John Chrysostom

Verse 17:  "Tell us, then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to 
Caesar or not?"

Is it lawful...reasonable and just, to give tribute to Caesar?  It was at that time a 
question much agitated among the Jews, whether they, being the peculiar people of God, ought to be subject and pay taxes to Caesar, or to any prince whatsoever, or be exempt from them.

Dr. Witham says, "Judas Galilaeus, about the time of Christ's birth, stirred up the 
people to a revolt which though suppressed by violent measures, and himself slain by the Romans, yet the doctrine he broached did not expire with him.  Some even among the Pharisees were of the opinion, that it was unlawful for the people of God to serve strangers and idolaters, as we learn from Josephus.  The question, therefore, purposed to our Savior was insidious (means crafty, trickery, seeking to ensnare, cunning, etc.) 
in the extreme, and not easy to be answered, without incurring the displeasure of one or other of the parties.  For,  if he answered that it was lawful, he would expose himself to the hatred of the Jews, who were aggrieved with what was generally thought an unjust extortion and a mark of servitude injurious to God; if he denied the legality of this hated captitation-tax, he would incur the displeasure of the Herodians, and be denounced to Caesar." 

"This latter appears to have been their wish; as, in the case, it would have been very 
easy to persuade Pontius Pilate that Christ and His disciples coming from Galilee were favorites of that sect, who, from the name of their founder Judas Galilaesu, were called Galilaeans; and some of whom, as we read in St. Luke 13:1 Pilate put to death, whose blood he mingled with their sacrifices.  Indeed so determined were the enemies of Christ to injure him with Pilate on this subject, that notwithstanding his answer was plainly in favor of the tribute, yet they blushed not a few days after to accuse him to Pilate of teaching it to be unlawful to pay tribute; "we have found him, say they, forbidding tribute to be paid to Ceasar.""-St. Dionysius of Carthage

Verse 18  "Knowing their malice, Jesus said, "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?"

You hypocrites...Our Divine Savior knowing their malice, and that it was their wish in 
proposing this question, to render him odious (displeasing) to the people, or a suspicious character to the prince, answers them in these severe words.

Alonso Tostado, also known as Tostatus; was born at Madrigal Castile, about the year 1400. He died at Bonilla de la Sierra, near Avila, on September 3, 1455.  He entered the University of Salamanca where he studied philosophy and theology.  He became a Biblical exegete of the 15th Century, also schooled in Civil and Canon Law, Greek, and Hebrew, was revered as a brilliant mind and had an extraordinarily retentive memory, stored a vast amount of knowledge that his contemporaries styled him as a "Wonder of the World."  At age 22, he was lecturing on a wide variety of subjects to large audiences attracted by his learning.  He also assisted with distinction at the Council of Basle.

He was Grand Chancellor of Castile, and in 1443 he became the Bishop of Avila.  Besides a Spanish commentary on the chronicles of St. Eusebius and other minor works, he wrote commentaries on historical books of the Old Testament and of course, on the Gospel of St. Matthew.  His works were published in Venice in 13 Volumes.

He has this to say on verse 18:  

"Another motive was, to let them see that the secrets of their inmost heart were open to him, and thus induce them to be converted from their wickedness; for certainly, if they perceived that he could read their hearts, they must have thence conclude that he was something more than human.  This severe reprehension, according to St. John Chrysostom, shows that it is better for man that God should chastise him here in this life, than spare him here to chastise him hereafter."-Tostatus

Verse 21:  "They replied, "Caesar's." At that he said to them,  "Then repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God."

Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's...Jesus neither directly decided the 
question, nor did He offend the Herodians.  They admired His wisdom, were quite 
disappointed and retired with confusion.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "The reasoning of Christ appears to be this:  As you are the subjects of Caesar, which you plainly acknowledge by admitting his coin, upon which he inscribes himself "Lord of Asisa, Sryia, and Judea" it is but just you pay him the tribute due fro, subjects to their sovereign; nor have you any reason to object 
on the plea of religion, since he demands of you for the exigencies of the public
service only temporal things, and such as are in some respects already his own, by being stamped with his own image and superscription.  But spiritual things, which belong to God Alone, as your souls, stamped with His image, Divine worship, religious homage, etc., God, not Caesar, demands of you.  "Give therefore to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God what belongs to God."

Tostatus says, "What our Savior here commands us to give to God, is nothing else but our heart and affections.  Here our Divine Lord likewise shows us, how we are to steer the middle course between the two extremes, into which some persons fall. Some say that all must be given to God, and nothing to Caesar, that is all our time must be given to the care of our soul, and none to the care of the body; but Christ teaches that some just be given to the one, and part to the other."

Origen, the Third Century apologist and writer, was barely 17 when a bloody persecution of the Church broke out in his home town of Alexandria, saw his father arrested and imprisoned.  

He wrote this concerning Matthew 22:21  "Although Christ clearly establishes here the strict obligations of paying to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, ye the is afterwards accused of denouncing the capitation-tax as if he forbade tribute to be paid to Caesar.  
In like manner, in spite of the most explicit declarations of the Catholic Church, 
respecting her loyalty and subjection to temporal powers, her enemies fail not to 
calumniate her doctrine as inimical (unfavorable, harmful) to the state, and subversive 
of due subordination.

In his Papal letter address to all the Catholic Bishops in the Christian world, His 
Holiness, Pope Clement XIV wrote:  "Be careful that those whose instruction in the law of the Gospel is committed to your charge, be made sensible from their very infancy of their sacred obligation of loyalty to their kings, of respect to their authority, and of submission to their laws, not only for wrath, but for conscience sake."

I need to point out that this was written before the French Revolution and the 
separation of Church and State was not in full swing at this time.  The Bottom line
of the Pope's letter was that Princes should not exact, and subjects should not affect to give them Eccesisastical jurisdiction.  Pope Clement XIV died in 1774.

St. Athanasius quotes the following strong words from an epistle of the famous Hosius, to Constantius, the Arian Emperor:  "Cease, I beseech you, and remember that you are mortal.  Fear the day of judgment, and meddle not with ecclesiastical matters; neither do you command us in this kind, but rather learn them of us.  To you God has committed the empire; to he has committed what belongs to the Church.  And as He who, with a malicious eye, beware lest, by an improper interference in ecclesiastical matters, you by made guilty of a great crime.  For it is written, 'Give to Caesar what is Caesar's...'  Therefore, neither is it lawful for us on earth to hold the empire, neither have you, O Emperor, power over incense and sacred things."

St. Ambrose answered Valentinian, the Emperor who by the ill counsel of his mother 
Justina, an Arian, who required of St. Ambrose to have one Church in Milan made over to the Arian heretics, saying, "We pay that which is Caesar's to Caesar, And that which is God's; it cannot verily be yielded to Caesar; because the temple of God cannot be Caesar's right.  Be it said, as all must allow to the honor of the Emperor, for what is more honorable than that the emperor be said to be the son of the Church.  A good Emperor is within the Church, but not above the Church."



God love yas,

Tim
