Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Reading I
Is 25:6-10a

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines.  On this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; he will destroy death forever.  The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face; the reproach of his people he will remove from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken.  On that day it will be said:
"Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!  This is the LORD for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!" For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain. 

Verse 6:  Mountain of the Lord of Hosts, or Mountain of Zion, is a figure of the Church, and of Heaven. The Jews shall feast: yea, some of all nations shall partake of the
Blessed Sacrament and obtain Heaven. 

"The expressions are too grand for a corruptible feast"-Calmet

Choice Wine...This is literally "of vintage."  Vintage wines were used on great occasions where rejoicing, merrymaking, and celebration took place.

In some translations you may read here:  "of wines on the lees."  In the East, the wines were very thick.  See Psalm 75:9  This whole passage is a reference to the Gentile being converted upon the rejection of the Jews.

Verse 7:  "the web that is woven over all nations; he will destroy death forever"  He will open their eyes to the truth of the Gospel.  They shall no longer be as criminals, 
expecting death or mourning.

Verse 8:  "The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face;"  In Hebrew it reads, "He shall swallow up death in victory."  See 1 Cor 15:54  Christ, by dying, conquered 
death, and rescued us from its power, if we do not voluntarily subject ourselves to it again.  This was faintly represented by the liberation of the captives.

Verse 10:  "For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain."  The Mountain here is the Catholic Church.  

Our reading ends with verse 10a, but the rest of verse is also important.  I will quote using the Douay-Rheims translation.

"For the hand of the Lord shall rest in this mountain: and Moab shall be trodden down under him, as straw is broken in pieces with wain."

Moab...That is, the reprobate, (a wicked or unprincipled person), whose eternal punishment, from which they cannot escape, is described under these figures.

St. Judas Maccabeus, the only Old Testament Hero to be Canonized a Saint in the Catholic Church, and his men probably executed this vengeance on Moab.  See 1 Mac 5:6


Reading II
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20

Brothers and sisters:
I know how to live in humble circumstances;
I know also how to live with abundance.
In every circumstance and in all things
I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need. 
I can do all things in him who strengthens me. 
Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress.

My God will fully supply whatever you need,
in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen.

Verse 11-12: St Paul deeply appreciates the aid sent by the Philippians through Epaphroditus.  But above all he is cheered by the sentiment that it manifests.  

The "I know how to live..." is a short parenthesis that shows St. Paul did not depend on such material aid. 
He accepts what was sent as an expression of the Philippian's concern for him, but he doesn't seek it.

Verse 13:  "I can do all things in him who strengthens me."  The Greek word "Panta" which means "all things," refers to the personal experiences he mentions in the Epistle and has little to do with martyrdom or persecution.  Christ gives to His Apostle the power to 
endure all things for the sake of the Gospel.

Verse 14: "Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress."  That is, "contributing to relieve my wants."-Dr. Robert Witham
  
In some translations, you may find the word "tribulation" used.  In using the Greek word "thlipsis," St. Paul relates his imprisonment to the Apostolic struggles of the time that
precedes the Parousia (Second Coming).  This is the sense that thlipsis often has.  
See Romans 5:3; 8:35; and 1 Cor 7:28 

Verse 19: "My God will fully supply whatever you need,"  It is not necessarily what they would call in Latin, a "Quid Pro Quo." In English it means "what do you want?" but 
just as he has seen fit to support St. Paul with a gift from the Philippians, so he will see fit to aid them and supply their needs. 

Verse 20:  "To our God and Father, glory forever and ever. Amen."  This is a solemn doxology that flows from the joy of their whole letter.  It is addressed only to "Our 
God and Father."
See 1 Thess 1:3; 3:11-13; Ephesians 3:20



Gospel
Mt 22:1-14

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people in parables, saying, 
"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king
who gave a wedding feast for his son. 
He dispatched his servants
to summon the invited guests to the feast,
but they refused to come.
A second time he sent other servants, saying,
'Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared my banquet,
my calves and fattened cattle are killed,
and everything is ready; come to the feast."'
Some ignored the invitation and went away,
one to his farm, another to his business. 
The rest laid hold of his servants,
mistreated them, and killed them. 
The king was enraged and sent his troops,
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 
Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready,
but those who were invited were not worthy to come. 
Go out, therefore, into the main roads
and invite to the feast whomever you find.'
The servants went out into the streets
and gathered all they found, bad and good alike,
and the hall was filled with guests. 
But when the king came in to meet the guests,
he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. 
The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it
that you came in here without a wedding garment?'
But he was reduced to silence.
Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside,
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'
Many are invited, but few are chosen."

Verse 1:  "Jesus answering, spoke to them again in parables, saying" and concludes His discourse with again describing: 

First, the reprobation of the Jews. 

Second, the calling of the Gentiles to the true Faith.

Third, The final judgement of both the one and the other.

"In this parable the marriage feast", says St. "John Chrysostom, "Our Savior again declares to the Jews their reprobation, and the vocation of the Gentiles,
their great ingratitude, and his tender solicitude for them.  For he did not send them a single invitation only; he repeatedly invited them. 'Say,' says He, to the 
invited; and afterwards, 'call the invited;' thus evincing the greatness of their obstinacy, in resisting all the calls and pressing invitations of the Almighty."

Cardinal Juan Maldonado of the 16th Century says, "This parable is certainly not the same as that mentioned in St. Luke 14:16, as every one that will be at the pains to 
examine and compare all circumstances of each, will easily discover, though they are very much alike."

Verse 2:  "The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king"  I and St. Augustine agree with Cardinal Juan Maldonado, this parable does seem different from that in St. Luke's
Gospel.  The main design in this parable, is to show the Jews that they were all invited to believe in Christ; though so few of them believed.

The King, of course is God; His Son, non other than our Blessed Lord, Jesus Christ; the spouse is the Catholic Church; the marriage is Christ's Incarnation; the Feast, is the Grace of God in this life and His glory in the next.  His servants were the Prophets, and lastly His persecution.

St. John comments, "I have prepared, and made fat for the feast; but this is but an ornament of the parable."

Dr. Robert Witham says, "The same takes place in the Kingdom of Heaven, as when a King makes a marriage feast for his son.  Jesus Christ seems to have had two things
in view in this parable:  first, that many are called to the kingdom of Heaven, that is His Church, and that few come as He concludes.  In verse 14 we will see again the words 'many are called.'  Second, that not all that come when called will be saved.  That is, will be reputed worthy of the celestial feast; because some have not on the wedding garments, as He shows in verse 11.

Cardinal Juan Maldonado sums it up saying, "Thus the conduct of God in the formation of His Church, and in the Kingdom of Heaven, is like to that of a King, wishing to 
celebrate the marriage of his son."

St. John Chrysostom says, "Marriage is here mentioned to show there is nothing sorrowful in the Kingdom of God, but all full of the greatest spiritual joy."

St. John the Baptist also calls Christ the Spouse; and St. Paul says, "I have espoused you to one man." See 2 Cor 11; Ephesians 5:25 and Rev 21:2-9

The "Nuptials" in this place, do not signify the union of marriage, or the incarnation of Jesus Christ, by which Christ is made His spouse; but the marriage feast, to which
men are said to be invited.  This is no other than the Doctrines, the Sacraments and Graces, with which God feeds and nourishes our souls, united to Him by faith in this
life and by eternal joy and glory in the next.

Bishop Cornelius Jansenius of Ypres, not the heretic who started the Jansenist heresy, this Bishop Jensenius was a writer and authored several books on Scripture, and his 
famous manifesto, "Concordia Evangelica."  He states on this parable,"The union is begun here on earth by faith, is cemented by charity in all such as are united to 
Christ in the profession of the One True faith He came down to establish, and will be consummated and made perpetual hereafter by the eternal enjoyment of Christ in His
Heavenly Kingdom."

Verse 3:  "He dispatched his servants"  St John the Baptist and Christ Himself, who took the form of a servant, to call such as had been formerly invited to the nuptials that
were to be celebrated in His time.  The Jews were invited by Moses and the Prophets, and were instructed to believe that the Messiah would celebrate this happy feast.  On the 
predetermined day, they were again called by his servants saying, "Do penance for the Kingdom of God is at hand"  come to the feast; that is, become members of His Church,
by believing in Christ.-Bishop Jansenius

St. John Chrysostom says, "In the same manner the Jews had been invited by the voice of the Prophets and afterwards by the Baptist, who declared to all, that Christ should 
increase, but that he himself should decrease.  At length they were all invited by the Son in person, crying aloud to them, "Come to Me all you who labor and are heavily 
burdened, and I will refresh you."  See Matthew 11:28

And again "If any man thirst, let him come to me and drink."  See St. John 7:38

And NOT by his words only, but by his actions also did he call them; and after His Resurrection, by the ministry of St. Peter and the rest of the Apostles he informed the 
invited Jews that the banquet was ready; because the Christian religion being now established, the way to eternal happiness was laid open to mankind."

Verse 5:  "one to his farm"  "After they had put to death the Son of God, still did the Almighty invite them to the marriage-feast; but they with futile excuse declined and
slighted the proffered favor; wholly taken up with their temporal concerns and sensual enjoyments, their oxen, lands, and wives.  From the punishment inflicted on these, we learn, that no consideration, how specious so

ever it may appear, can prove a legitimate excuse for neglecting our spiritual duties."-St. John Chrysostom

"Such as refuse to be reconciled to the Holy Catholic Church, allege vain pretexts and impediments; but all these originating in pride, indolence, or human respects, will not serve them at the day of General Retribution and strict scrutiny."-Rev George Leo Haydoc

Verse 6:  "The rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them."  

Thus the Jews had many times treated the Prophets.

Dr. Robert Witham says, "These were by far the most impious and the most ungrateful; as is related in the Acts of the Apostles, with regard to the death of Saints James,
Stephen, and Paul.

Verse 7:  "The king was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city."

In this Verse our Blessed Lord predicts the destruction of Jerusalem, which happened in 70 AD.  The Armies of Vespasian and Titus, sent against them by the Almighty, in 
punishment of their incredulity and impiety.  

The Destruction of Jerusalem took the lives of all the Levites, the Jewish priests.  The 
Jews have not offered sacrifice since that day.  It was as if God made a clean break from those who were invited and declined the invitation, for those who accepted the invitation and joined His Church.

St. John Chrysostom in his 70th Homily says, "Thus the king destroyed those murderers, and burnt their city: for sooner or later God is observed to exert His vengeance on all 
such as despise His word, or persecute His ministers.

In the 6th Book of Josephus, "the History of the Jewish war," he describes this in the miseries the Jews suffered.  Josephus says in the last siege of Jerusalem, 1,100,000 
people perished, and that the city was completely destroyed.  Other interpreters, Cardinal Juan Maldonato for example, suppose that the evil spirits are here meant, by whom God punishes man, according to Psalm 77:49.

Verse 8:  "The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to come."

The Almighty knew full well that they were not worthy; He still sent them these frequently repeated invitations, that they might be left without any excuse.

St. John Chrysostom says, More is signified here than the bare letter conveys; they were not only less worthy of the nuptials, but by their very great obstinacy, ingratitude, 
quite unworthy.  Not so the Gentiles.  Hence the first sentence of the next verse.

Verse 9:  "Go out, therefore, into the main roads."  

Or Highways, as in other translations.  The Apostles kept themselves within the precincts of Judea, but the Jews continually sought their destruction.  Therefore St. Paul said to them (Acts 13:46) "to you it behooved us first to speak the word of God, but seeing you reject it and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold we turn to the Gentiles.

Verse 10:  "bad and good alike"  Christ has before told the Jews that harlots and publicans should in preference to them, inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, and the first 
should be last , and the last first, which preference of the Gentiles, tormented the Jews more than even the destruction of their city.

Good and bad persons of every tribe, tongue, people, nation, sex, and profession, without any exception any exception of persons or conditions.  Hence it is evident that the Church of God does not consist of the elect only, and that faith alone, without the habit of charity and good works, will not suffice to save us.

Verse 11:  "Wedding garments"  which John Calvin erroneously understood to mean faith, for he came by faith to the wedding.

St. Augustine says, "it is the honor and glory of the spouse, which each one should seek, and not his own; and he shows this, in a sermon on the marriage feast, to be charity.  This is the sentiment of the ancient Fathers, Pope St. Gregory the Great, St. Ambrose and others.  St. John Chrysostom expounds it as an immaculate life, or a life shining with virtues, and free from the filth of sin, is nearly the same; for charity cannot exist without a good life, nor  the purity of a good life, without charity."

Quoting St John Chrysostom again in his 70th homily on St. Matthew, he says,  "The garment of life is our works; and this is here mentioned, that none might presume, 
(like Calvin, Luther, Zwingli and their followers) that faith alone is sufficient for salvation.  When, therefore, we are called by the grace of God, we are clothed with a
White garment, to preserve which from every stain from every grievous sin, depends upon the diligence (the watching and praying) of every individual."

It was the custom then, as it still is in every civilized nation, not to appear at a marriage feast, or at a dinner of ceremony except in the very best attire.

Verse 12:  " not having a wedding garment"  "By this one person, are represented all sinners void of the grace of God."-Dr Robert Witham

"To enter with unclean garments is to depart out of this life in the guilt of sin.  For those are no less guilty of manifesting a contempt for the Deity, who presume to sit down in the filth of an unclean conscience, than those who neglected to answer the invitations of the Almighty.  He is said to be silent because having nothing to advance in his own defense, he remains self-condemned, and is hurried away to torments; the horrors of which words can never express."-St. John Chrysostom

God love ya,

Tim
