Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I
Is 5:1-7

Let me now sing of my friend, my friend's song concerning his vineyard.  My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside; he spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines; within it he built a watchtower, and hewed out a wine press.  Then he looked for the crop of grapes, but what it yielded was wild grapes.

Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard:  What more was there to do for my vineyard that I had not done?  Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes?
Now, I will let you know what I mean to do with my vineyard: take away its hedge, give it to grazing, break through its wall, let it be trampled!  Yes, I will make it a ruin: it shall not be pruned or hoed, but overgrown with thorns and briers; I will command the clouds not to send rain upon it.  The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished plant; he looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! for justice, but hark, the outcry! 


Verse 1:  "Let me now sing of my friend, my friend's song concerning his vineyard.  My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside;"

This translation uses the word "friend." The Douay-Rheims, which is my personal favorite, uses the word "Cousin."  The Prophet Isaiah calls Christ, as being of his family and 
kindred, by descending from the House of David.  The House of David of course is the Fruitful place or as in our translation, the fertile hillside.

The Septuagint uses the word "Beloved" in place of friend.  The word "dad" has also been used and probably was meant to mean, “as a near relation.”

Calmet says, "Isaiah being of the same tribe, sets before us the lamentations of Christ over Jerusalem."

Dr. Robert Witham says, "The Hebrews had Canticles of sorrow, as well as of joy.  The Prophet thus endeavors to impress more deeply on the minds of the people what he had 
been saying.  

The Hillside used in this translation is meant that the area was on a mountain, that is, not on flat land.  In other translations you may come across the word "horn" to describe this.

Verse 2:  Stones... They burn and starve in different seasons  See Col 12:8

Choicest...In Hebrew the word is "Sorek."  (Hmm I wonder if this is where Gene Rodenberry got the idea for the name of Spock's father on Star Trek?)  Anyhow, There was a famous 
valley of this name.  See Judges 16:4  The Angels guarded the vineyard in which Abraham, Moses, and others were found.

Watchtower...This is the place where they kept the wine.  See Matthew 21:33  It denotes the Temple, Scriptures, etc

wild...That is sour.  See Deuteronomy 32:32

Verse 3:  judge...God condescends to have his conduct scrutinized.

Verse 4:  Why did it bring forth...In other words, Why has it produced wild grapes when I looked for sweet ones?

Verse 5:  let it be trampled...that is, to be trampled by the Chaldees, and after the death of Christ. "When God withdraws His aid, man is unable to stand.  yet, he falls
by his own fault, which God only permits."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 6:  During the whole Babylonian Captivity, the land might keep its Sabbaths. See Leviticus 26:34

Calmet says, "The people shall be deprived of saving doctrine."

Verse 7:  House of Israel...This comparison is very common.  Psalm 79:9; Matthew 20:1  The preceding parable is explained.

the word "outcry" is used here as in crying for vengeance.  See Jeremiah 12:8; Genesis 4:10; and 18:20.


Reading II
Phil 4:6-9

Brothers and sisters:  Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.  Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the God of peace will be with you.

Verse 6:  by prayer and petition..."By the Greek, the sense and construction cannot be in "every prayer;" but in every thing, in all circumstances, have recourse to Prayer."
-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 8:  whatever is true...Here the Apostle enumerates general precepts of morality, which they should practice.  

In words, in promises, in lawful oaths, St. Paul commands rectitude, or to make right the mind and sincerity of one's heart.

whatever is honorable...by these words St Paul is prescribing gravity in manners, modesty in dress, and decency in conversion.

whatever is just...that is, in dealing with others, in buying or selling, in trade or business, to be fair and honest.  In truck driver language:  "No Ripping anyone off."

Whatever is pure...or holy in other translations, may be understood that those who are in a professed religious state, or have received Holy Orders, Ordained priests, in 
simple layman's terms, should lead a life of sanctity and chastity, according to the vows they make; but these words being also applied to those in the world, indicate the 
virtuous life they are bound by the Divine Commandments to follow.

whatever is lovely or amiable..."That is to practice  those good offices in society that procure us the esteem and good will of our neighbors."-Rev Fr. George Leo Haydoc

whatever is gracious..."That is by our conduct and behavior we should edify our neighbors and give them good example by our actions."-Rev Fr. George Leo Haydoc

if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things....That those in error, (the Jews persecuting the Church, Gnostics, heretical Christians, etc) by seeing the 
morality and good discipline of the true religion, may be converted.  And finally, St Paul commands not only the Church in Phillipi, but ALL Christians, to think on these 
things.  "That is, to make it their study and concern, that the 'Peace of God might be with them.'"-Rev Fr. George Leo Haydoc

Gospel
Mt 21:33-43

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people:
"Hear another parable.
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.
When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. 
But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat,
another they killed, and a third they stoned. 
Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. 
Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking,
'They will respect my son.'  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 'This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.'
They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" They answered him,
"He will put those wretched men to a wretched death
and lease his vineyard to other tenants
who will give him the produce at the proper times." 
Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures:
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
by the Lord has this been done,
and it is wonderful in our eyes?
Therefore, I say to you,
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that will produce its fruit."


Matthew 21:33  "Here ye another parable: There was A certain master of a family who planted a vineyard, and made a hedge round about it, and dug in it a wine-press, and 
built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen: and went into a strange country."

A certain master of a family...This Master is God; the vineyard, the Jews: the husbandmen, the Jewish priests (Levites); the servants, God's prophets, sent from time 
to time: the son, called (see Mark 12:6) his Only and most dear son, is our Savior, Jesus Christ, whom they persecuted to death.

"By this parable Our Lord teaches the Jews that the providence of God had wonderfully watched over them from the beginning, that nothing had been omitted to promote their salvation, and that notwithstanding his prophets had been put to most cruel deaths, still the Almighty was not turned away from them, but had at length sent down his only Son, who should suffer at their hands the inexpressible ignominies and tortures of his Cross 
and Passion."-St. John Chrysostom.

Matthew 21:37  "And last of all he sent to them his son, saying: They will reverence my son."

They will reverence my son...This is not said, as if God were ignorant what the Jews would do to his only begotten Son, since in this very place he declares that they would 
condemn him to death; but, to show what they should have done, and what he had a right to expect from them.

Matthew 21:38  "But the husbandmen seeing the son, said among themselves: this is the heir, come, let us kill him, and we shall have the inheritance."

Heir..From this text, it appears that the princes of the Jews knew Jesus to be the Messiah, and that it was only through envy and malice they were so blinded as not to 
acknowledge him for the Son of God.  When therefore, the apostle says, (1 Cor 2:8) if they had known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; this, it is probable, 
must be understood of the common people, since we can hardly believe that the princes of the people were ignorant of it, as Christ had so repeatedly inculcated this truth, that he even says Himself they had no excuse, and were only actuated by hatred against Him and His Father.-St John 15:22

Inheritance...It appears from St. John 11 that one of the motives why the Jews killed our Savior was, lest if they let Him live, all men should believe, and the Romans should
come and destroy their nation.  But the very means they took to secure their kingdom to themselves, hastened their downfall, and eventually caused their ruin; since in 
punishment of their crucifying Jesus Christ, their city and state were completely ruined under the Roman Emperors Titus and Vespasian.

Matthew 21:41  "They say to him: He will bring those evil men to an evil end: and will let out his vineyard to other husbandmen, that shall render him the fruit in due season.

He will bring those evil men to an evil end...This answer was made by some of them.  Yet St. Luke 20:16, tells us, that others among them, (whom we may take to be the Scribes
and Pharisees) cried out, God forbid; seeing well enough that this was a prediction of their future ruin.

If we compare this text with St. Luke, it will appear that it was from the midst of the people that this answer was given, which was confirmed by Jesus Christ, and at which the high priests were so indignant, because they saw clearly it must fall upon themselves.

Matthew 21:42  "Jesus said to them: Have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone which the builders rejected, has become the head of the corner?  By the Lord this has 
been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes."

The head of the corner...By these words,  (Psalm 117) which the Jews themselves expounded of their Messiah, Christ showed them, that although they, who should have been 
the architects, had rejected him, yet he should be the chief corner-stone to unite the Jews and the Gentiles converted into one Christian Church, militant on earth and 
triumphant in Heaven.  See Acts 4:11

St Augustine says that "this parable was addressed not only to the opponents of Christ's authority, but likewise to the people."

Matthew 21:43  "Therefore I say to you, the Kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof."

The Kingdom of God shall be taken from you...By this dreadful conclusion He tells them (the Jews) in plain terms, that they shall be forsaken, and punished for their blindness and obstinacy.

God love yas,

Tim
