September 29, 2002
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Reading I

Ezeckiel, whose name signifies, "Strength of God," was of the priestly race, (the Levites) and of the number of the captives that were carried away to Babylon with King Joachin.  He was cotemporary with Jeremiah, and prophesied to the same effect in Babylon as Jeremiah did in Jerusalem; and is said  to have ended his days in like manner, martyrdom.

"Ezeckial strove to comfort the captives, who began to repine that they had listened too readily to Jeremiah,exhorting them to submit to the King of Babylon.  Some think that part of his prophesies are lost, as Josephus mentions two books: but the nine last chapters, regarding the new city and temple, might form the second division.  The Jews hesitated whether to allow his works to be canonical, as they seemed to differ from Moses, and from the dimensions given of Solomon's Temple.  But the same God might surely suggest some improvements, and the morality of the prophet is most excellent.

His style may be compared to that of Homer, says Hugo Grotius and Alceaus.  Many have thought that Pythagoras was his disciple; yet the latter seems to have lived after the 
prophet, who was led into captivity with Jechonias."-Calmet

"The Jews allowed none to read the first and the nine last chapters, nor the beginning of Genesis, nor the Canticles before they were thirty years old; and they never attempted to explain the vision nor the building of the temple, supposing it to be above the power of men."-St. Jerome


Ez 18:25-28

Thus says the LORD:
You say, "The LORD's way is not fair!"
Hear now, house of Israel:
Is it my way that is unfair, or rather, are not your ways unfair?
When someone virtuous turns away from virtue to commit iniquity, and dies, it is because of the iniquity he committed that he must die.
But if he turns from the wickedness he has committed,
he does what is right and just, he shall preserve his life;
since he has turned away from all the sins that he has committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. 

Verse 25.  The "Not Fair" in other translations, reads:  "Not Right"  Not right or not fair in thus punishing or rewarding for the last act; or rather, God shows that those who complain are guilty.

Verse 27  Shall preserve his life, or His Soul, he shall save alive.  Mortal sin destroys that life of grace.

Verse 28.  Do Penance.  This is requisite, as well as a change of conduct.
Padre Pio was frequently telling people, "Change your life."  Nothing could be more profound than that statement.  It says it all.



Reading II

Phil 2:1-11

Brothers and sisters:
If there is any encouragement in Christ,
any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit,
any compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing.
Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory;
rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for his own interests,
but also for those of others.

Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus,
Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance,
he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.  Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


Verse 1  Brothers and sisters: If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and mercy,
If there be, therefore, any consolation...
In other words, if you have any desire to comfort me in Christ, or for Christ's sake.

Philippians 2:3  "Let nothing be done through strife, nor by vain-glory: but in humility, let each esteem others better than themselves."  This is the Douay-Rheims translation.

esteem others better than themselves..."St. Thomas Aquinas puts the question, how an innocent man can with truth think himself worse than the most wicked of men?  He answers,
that a man who has received very extraordinary gifts from God, cannot think these gifts less than what any other has received; but he may reflect that he has nothing, and is 
nothing of himself.  A man truly humble considers only his own sins and failings, and is persuaded that any other person would have made better use of the same graces; which 
agrees with what follows (Verse 4) "not considering the things that are his own."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 4:  Things that are his or interests of others... "Self-love and Self-interest are the two great sources of divisions.  The Christian religion teaches a contrary doctrine."-Calmet

Verse 6:  Being in the form of God...that is truly, properly, and essentially God from eternity, as the ancient Fathers have observed against Arius and the Arian heresy.

taking the form of a servant..."That is, taking upon Him our human nature, became truly a man, and as man the servant of God, but remaining always God as before, thought it not robbery, no injury to His eternal Father, to be equal, to be esteemed, and to declare Himself equal to God, to be one thing with Him: as on divers occassions he taught the people, as we have observed in the notes on St. John's Gospel."-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 7:  he debased himself...divested himself of all marks of greatness, for the love of mankind.  The Greek text signifies, he made Himself void; on which account Dr. Wells, instead of "made himself of no reputation," as in the Protestant translation, has changed it into emptied himself; not but that the true Son of God must always remain truly God, as well as by His incarnation truly, man, but that in Him as man appeared no marks of His Divine power and greatness.

Made to the likness of men...not only as to an exterior likness and appearance, but at the same time truly man by uniting His Divine Person to the nature man.

"In shape (or habit) found as man...not clothed exteriorly only, as a man is clothed with a garment or coat, but found both as to shape and nature a man; and as St. John 
Chrysostom says, "with the appearance of a sinful man, if we consider Him persecuted by the Jews, and nailed to an infamous Cross.""-Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 9:  "God has given him a name...The name or word "Jesus" represents the dignity of Him who is signified by the name, and who is exalted even as man, above all creatures in heaven, earth, and hell; all which creatures either piously reverence Him, or are made subject to Him against their will, that every tongue may confess our Lord Jesus Christ to be now, and to have been always in the glory of His Father, equal to Him in substance and in 
all perfections."- Dr. Robert Witham

Verse 10:  "that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,"

If we show respect when the name of our sovereign is mentioned, may we not express our respect also at the name of Jesus; and if to His name, why not to His Cross as well as to the throne of a King?


Gospel
Mt 21:28-32

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people:
"What is your opinion?
A man had two sons.
He came to the first and said,
'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.'
He said in reply, 'I will not, '
but afterwards changed his mind and went.
The man came to the other son and gave the same order.
He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ' but did not go.
Which of the two did his father's will?"
They answered, "The first."
Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you,
tax collectors and prostitutes
are entering the kingdom of God before you.
When John came to you in the way of righteousness,
you did not believe him;
but tax collectors and prostitutes did.
Yet even when you saw that,
you did not later change your minds and believe him."

Matthew 21:28  "But what think you: A certain man had two sons, and coming to the first he said: Son, go work today in my vineyard."

A certain man had two sons...The ancient interpreters, by the first son generally understand the Gentiles, as also publicans and scandalous sinners; and by the second, 
the Jewish people.  The Gentiles who at first did not or would not worship and serve God; yet afterwards they, as also publicans, and many sinners, received the faith, and being converted, became faithful servants of God, and saints: the Jews. or the greatest part of them, who pretended to be God's servants, and his people, rejected the gospel and their Messiah; therefore this commination or denunciation follows. The publicans shall go before you into the Kingdom of God.

St. John Chrysostom says, "By these two sons are to be understood, the Gentiles and the Jewish people; the latter our Redeemer wishes to make sensible of their own great 
ingratitude, and of the ready obedience of the cast-off Gentiles.  For they having never heard the Law, nor promised obedience have still shown their submissions by their works; whereas the Jews,  after promising to obey the voice of God, had neglected the performance.

Matthew 21:33  "Here ye another parable: There was A certain master of a family who planted a vineysrd, and made a hedge round about it, and dug in it a wine-press, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen: and went into a strange country."

A certain master of a family...This Master is God; the vineyard, the Jews: the husbandmen, the Jewish priests (Levites); the servants, God's prophets, sent from time 
to time: the son, called (see Mark 12:6) his Only and most dear son, is our Savior, Jesus Christ, whom they persecuted to death.

By this parable Our Lord teaches the Jews that the providence of God had wonderfully watched over them from the beginning, that nothing had been omitted to promote their salvation, and that notwithstanding his prophets had been put to most cruel deaths, still the Almighty was not turned away from them, but had at length sent down his only 
Son, who should suffer at their hands the inexpressible ignominies and tortures of his Cross and Passion.-St. John Chrysostom.

God love yas,

Tim
