Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


The Greatest of the Prophets appeared at a critical moment of Israel’s history.  The second half of the eighth century B.C. witnessed the collapse of the Northern Kingdom under the hammer-like blows of Assyria (722), while Jerusalem itself saw the army of Sennacherib drawn up before it walls (701).  In the Ozia, King of Juda died (742), Isaia received his call to the Prophetic Offic3e in the Temple of Jerusalem.

Chapters 40-55, sometimes called the “Deutero-Isaia,” are generally attributed to an anonymous poet who prophesied toward the end of the Babylonian Exile.  From this section come the great Messianic oracles known as the “Songs of the Servant,” whose mysterious destiny of suffering and glorification is fulfilled in the Passion and glorification of Christ.

Chapters 56-66 contain oracles from a later period and were composed by disciples who inherited the spirit and continued the work of the great Prophet.


Reading I
Is 55:6-9

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near.
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the wicked his thoughts; let him turn to the LORD for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts. 


Verse 6:  Near...He will shortly turn to the Gentiles.   See John 12:35 and Acts 13:46

Verse 7:  forsake his way...This is a necessary preliminary to God's service.

Verse 8:  My Ways...I am not vindictive, but require a sincere conversion.  We cannot serve both God and the world.  We must therefore adhere to the former.

Verse 9:  This proves we cannot know the mind of God.  If we could know His mind, He would not be God at all.


Reading II

During the first Roman Imprisonment, 61-63 A.D., St. Paul came to know a slave named Onesimus, who had deserted his Master, Philemon, a wealthy Christian of Colossae, in Phyrgia.  After the Apostle had won the fugitive over to Christendom, he looked for a favorable opportunity to send him back to his Master.  This opportunity offered itself when he was dispatching a letter to the Colossians in the year 63 A.D.  Onesimus accompanied St. Paul’s messenger Tychicus (Col 4:7-9).  To Philemon the Apostle addressed this touching appeal, entreating his friend to deal kindly with the runaway.

Phil 1:20c-24, 27a

Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me life is Christ, and death is gain.  If I go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me.  And I do not know which I shall choose.  I am caught between the two.  I long to depart this life and be with Christ, for that is far better.  Yet that I remain in the flesh is more necessary for your benefit.

Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ.


Verse 20:  May I enjoy the Lord...that is enjoy the fruits of the friendship and love for me, and rejoice with You.  St. Paul uses the word "death" here or in other translations it reads: "Refresh my bowels in the Lord," to show his satisfaction.  Satisfaction for His friendship and 
the freedom to pass from this life to the next.

St. Paul has written freely, and with confidence in the Lord's obedience; that is, Ready Compliance, in giving him, to wit, his freedom.  After this St. Paul was made a Deacon and then eventually a Bishop and Martyr.



Gospel
Mt 20:1-16a

Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.  Going out about nine o'clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.' So they went off.  And he went out again around noon,
and around three o'clock, and did likewise. 
Going out about five o'clock, the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?'  They answered, 'Because no one has hired us.'
He said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard.'
When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,  'Summon the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and ending with the first.'
When those who had started about five o'clock came,
each received the usual daily wage. 
So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. 
And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day's burden and the heat.'  He said to one of them in reply,  'My friend, I am not cheating you. 
Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 
Take what is yours and go. 
What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? 
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? 
Are you envious because I am generous?'
Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last."


Verse 1:  For the Kingdom...The participle "for," is found in the Greek translation and connects the present parable with the last verse of the preceding chapter:  indeed it is a comment on that text, and describes to us the Gospel dispensation.

Thus, the conduct of God in the choice He makes of members for His Spiritual Kingdom, the Church, and of His elect for the Kingdom of Heaven, is not unlike that of the father of a family, who hires workmen to labor in his vineyard.  There are various opinions respecting who are meant by the "first," and who by "the last," in this parable.  Many of the fathers suppose that the saints of different states and degrees are here designed, whose reward will suffer no diminution from the circumstance of their having come to the service of Christ at a late age of the world, according to Saints Hilary of Poiters, Pope  Gregory the Great, and Theophylactus; or at late age of life, according to Saints Basil,  Jerome, and Fulgentius.  In the latter case, however; we must understand that their greater fervor in co-operating with Divine grace, in the latter part of their life, has supplied and compensated for the defect of their preceding negligence; hence, it may sometimes happen that the reward of such as enter late in life on the service of God, will exceed that of the less fervent who have entered at an earlier period.  

But as Christ rather seems to speak here of His "Militant" than of His "Triumphant" Church, many commentators explain the parable of the Jews and the Gentiles.  

For the Jews, after bearing the heavy yoke of the Mosaic Law for about 1200 centuries, received nothing more than what was promised to the observance of that Law; while Christians receive a more plentiful reward for their easier labor under the sweet yoke of the Gospel.  in which sense Christ says to the Jews, Luke 13:29 "Publicans and harlots will go before you into the Kingdom of heaven.  And Strangers shall come from the East, and from the West, and from the North, and the South, and shall sit down in the Kingdom of God.  And behold, they are last that shall be first, and they are first that shall be last."  

Hence, the Jews may be supposed to murmur, that they who are first in their vocation to be the people of God, and first in the observance of His Law, should not be preferred 
to others, who in these respects have been far posterior to them.-Tertullian

St. John Chrysostom says, "By the vineyard, we here understand the Commandments of God.  
The time for labor is the present life.  In the first, third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours, that is, infancy, youth, manhood, declining years, and extreme decrepitude of 
performance of the Divine Commandments."


Verse 2:  The Roman penny or denarius, was the 8th part of an ounce; which at rate of 5 shekels per ounce is 7 ½ Denarius (pronounced "Den-R-EE").  It is put here for the 
usual hire of a day laborer.  They didn't have a Winemaker's Union back then. 

Verse 3:  About the third hour...As the Jews divided their nights into four watches, each watch comprising three hours, so they divided their days into four greater hours, 
from sunrise to sunset, and each of these great hours contained three lesser hours; so that the whole day from sunrise to sunset, consisted of twelve hours, as did the night.

The first of the great hours, comprehending the three first lesser hours,  contained half of the space between rising of the sun and mid-day; and the end of this time was called 
the "Third Hour."

The next great hour was from that time till mid-day, called the "Sixth Hour."  The following great hour contained half of the time between noon and the setting sun, the end of which was called the "Ninth Hour."

The Fourth great hour consisted of the last three lesser hours remaining till sunset, so that at the end of the "Eleventh Hour," mentioned in verse 6 in better translations than this one, this one says, 5 o’clock, began the last lesser hour of the twelve hours of the day; of which our Savior said, John 11:9, "Are there not twelve hours of the day?"

As to the moral sense of the parable, "by day"  is commonly expounded all the time from "Creation" to the end of the world, and so the third hour is reckoned from "Adam to Noah";  the Sixth from "Noah to Abraham;" the Ninth from "Abraham to Moses," and from the Ninth  to the Eleventh, was from "Moses till Christ's Coming;" and the time from Christ to the "end of the world," is the Twelfth Hour.

Other interpreters, "by day" is understood to mean "Human Life;" and by different hours, "infancy, youth, the age of manhood, old age, and the last hour, "man's decrepit age."

God is master and disposer of all, who by His grace calls some sooner, some later.  The "market-place" in which all men are so often found idle, as to the great concern of  their eternal salvation, is the world.  

"The design of this parable was to show that the Gentiles, though called later than the Jews, should be made partakers of the promise made to the Jews; this is also the meaning of verse 16, where it is said: The last shall be first, and the first last."-Dr. Robert Witham.

Verse 4:  I will give you what is just...The prospect of a reward is therefore a good motive, authorized here by Christ Himself.

Verse 7:  I will also give...Some are called to do the service of their God, and to life of virtue, from their infancy, while others by a powerful call from above, are converted late in life, that the former may have no occasion to glory in themselves, or to despise those who, even in the 11th Hour, enter upon the path of rectitude; and all might learn that there is time sufficient however short, left them to repair by their diligence and fervor their past losses.

St John Chrysostom says, "Jesus Christ does not count so much the numbers of years as the fervor and diligence we employ in His service."

The Reformer, John Calvin is rather unhappy in his choice of this parable to prove his favorite tenet, that salvation is not the reward of good works, but of faith alone, or predestination, since Jesus Christ represents Heaven as given wholly as a just reward of meritous labor in the vineyard, though some labor a shorter and others a longer time, and God of His great goodness may give more to some than to others, while to all He gives at least their due.  A truly humble Christian will be ever satisfied with his lot, without envying that of others.

St. Augustine says, "As star differs from star in the glory in the firmament, (1 Cor 15:4) so will there be different degrees of glory in Heaven."

Verse 16:  Few chosen...Only such as have not despised their caller, but followed and believed him; for men believed not, but of their own free will.-St. Augustine.

"The rejection of the Jews and of negligent Christians, and the conversion of strangers, who come and take their place, by a conversion both of faith and morals.  On the part of
God all are called." ( Matthew 11:28)-St. Basil

Come to Me all..."In effect, many after their call, have attained to faith and justification; but few in comparison are elected to eternal glory, because the far greater part do not obey the call, but refuse to come, while many of those who come fall  away again, and thus very few, in comparison with those that perish, will at the last day be selected for eternal glory."-Tertullian, And he wrote this in the late Second Century!


God love yas!

Tim

