September 15, 2002
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Book of Sirach, formerly known as Ecclesiastics, so called  from the Greek word that signifies a preacher; because, like an excellent preacher, it gives admirable
lessons of all virtues.  The author was Jesus, the son of Sirach, of Jerusalem, who flourished about two hundred years before Christ.  As it was written after the time of
the Prophet Esdras, it is not in the Palestinian Canon, the Canon used by the Jews and Protestants.  The Book of Sirach is a Deuterocanonical Book and is received as Canonical
and divine by the Holy Catholic Church, instructed by Apostolical tradition, and directed by the Spirit of God.  Incidentally, I have personally found 42 references to the 
Book of Sirach in the New Testament.  There are probably more.  It was first written in Hebrew, but afterwards translated into Greek by another Jesus, the grandson of the 
author.  The Book of Sirach has been nick-named, "The Catechism of the Jews."


Reading I
Sir 27:30--28:9

Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs them tight.  The vengeful will suffer the LORD's vengeance,
for he remembers their sins in detail.  Forgive your neighbor's injustice; then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.  Could anyone nourish anger against another and expect healing from the LORD?  Could anyone refuse mercy to another like himself, can he seek pardon for his own sins?  If one who is but flesh cherishes wrath,
who will forgive his sins?  Remember your last days, set enmity aside; remember death and decay, and cease from sin!
Think of the commandments, hate not your neighbor;
remember the Most High's covenant, and overlook faults.

Sirach 27:30  "A mischievous counsel shall be rolled back upon the author, and he shall not know from whence is came to him."

Him...God will punish, when the sinner has perhaps forgotten his offence.

Calmet says, "such are often chastised here, and always hereafter."


Sirach 28:1  "The vengeful will suffer the LORD's vengeance, for he remembers their sins in detail."

Sins...To seek revenge out of rancor, or contrary to justice, is a grievous sin.

Sirach 28:2  "Forgive your neighbor's injustice; then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven."

Forgive...This charity enforces, when the offender is penitent, if remission of punishment be contrary to justice and discipline.  We all stand in need of pardon.

Sirach 28:5  "Could anyone refuse mercy to another like himself, can he seek pardon for his own sins?"

In Greek this reads, "Who will expiate his sins?"  Is God bound to receive His victims or prayers while he entertains such dispositions?

Sirach 28:7-8  "remember death and decay, and cease from sin!  Think of the commandments, hate not your neighbor"

Using the Greek version of this verse, we can easily see the author is saying, Remember corruption and death, and abide in the Commandments, which of course, condemns revenge.  

In other words, "Do not rage or menace your neighbor with destruction and death; stick to the Ten Commandments.  Be mindful of the precepts, and do not be angry with your neighbor, and of the covenant."-Calmet

Sirach 28:9  "remember the Most High's covenant, and overlook faults."

The words: "Overlooking ignorance" is found in better translations than this one.  The author uses a softer term.  In effect, most quarrels proceed from a misunderstanding.  "Every sinner is ignorant."


Reading II

St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans is given the position of honor at the head of all the New Testament Epistles.  It was written at Corinth during the winter of 57-58 AD, at the close of St. Paul's Third Missionary Journey, prior to his voyage to Jerusalem, where at the instigation of his bitter Jewish adversaries he was to be arrested and afterwards held prisoner, for several years.  This date for the composition of the Epistle is arrived at by comparing the circumstances and persons to which it alludes with those at Corinth during St. Paul's sojourn there at the close of his third missionary journey.

St. Paul during this period of his missionary activity had covered thoroughly the territory of the Eastern Empire and was looking for new places to evangelize in the West.  He purposed, accordingly, after visiting Jerusalem, went to Spain, stopping en rout at Rome.  St. Paul was a citizen of Rome by virtue of his birth.  He wished to inform the Romans of his intended visit and to set before them the fruits of his meditations on the great religious question of the day, justification by faith and the relation of this new system of Salvation to the Mosaic religion.

St. Paul did deal briefly with this question in his letter to the Galatians, but he had not developed in writing his doctrine on the point.  It is this reason, I personally am convinced that this is the sole reason we have Protestantism in the world.  It was Luther's misunderstanding of this doctrine that has caused what the Great Hilaire Belloc refers to as the "Shipwreck of Christendom."


Rom 14:7-9

Brothers and sisters: None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.  For if we live, we live for the Lord,
and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.  For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

None of us lives for himself...The liberating act of Christ, freeing mankind from the enslavement of the 613 Jewish Laws, Sin, and Death enable us to live for God.  This implies the service of God in all things; it is also the basis of a Christian's social obligations.

We are the Lord's...We belong to and must acknowledge our relation to our Blessed Lord as Christ, (in Greek the word for Christ is Kyrios).  Our bodies are not our own, we have been purchased for a price.  See 1 Cor 6:20.

Lord of both the dead and the living...St. Paul formulates the finality of the redemptive passion and exaltation of Jesus Christ, stressing the sovereignty over the "dead and the living" that became his as of the resurrection.  It is a Universal dominion proper to the Kyrios of all.  
See 1 Thess 5:10 & Phil 2:11.  

The Christian who through Baptism shares in the redemption of Christ will eventually enjoy the glory of the Risen Kyrios himself.  And yet, St. Paul never says that the 
Christian will, "Become lord with" Christ.  This is the false belief of the Mormon Church.  For there is only One Lord Jesus Christ, (See 1 Cor 8:6), the Lord of the dead and the living. 

Since Jesus did not die and rise again for Himself but to enable men to live for God, the Christian must recognize his situation as a result of this.  He must not judge 
anyone, whether they be "weak" or "strong."


Gospel
Mt 18:21-35

St. Matthew one of the twelve Apostles, is the author of the first Gospel.  This has been the constant tradition of the Catholic Church and is confirmed by the Gospel itself.  It was written in his native Syriac tongue, Aramaic, sometime between the years 42-50 AD.  The Gospel was translated into Greek around the year 80.  This made the Gospel of St. Matthew the only New Testament Book written in a language other than the Greek common to the people of the Empire.

It was first written to fill a sorely felt want for his fellow-countrymen, both believers and unbelievers.  For the former it served as a token of his regard and as an encouragement in the trial to come, especially the danger of falling back to Judaism; for the latter is was designed to convince them that the Messiah had come in the Person of Jesus Christ, our Blessed Lord, in whom all the promises of the Messianic Kingdom had been fulfilled in a spiritual, rather than a carnal way: "My Kingdom is not of this world."

St. Matthew's Gospel then, answered the question put by the disciples of St. John the Baptist, "Are you He who is to come, or shall we look for another?"

Mt 18:21-35

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, "Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive?
As many as seven times?" Jesus answered, "I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. 

That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided to settle accounts with his servants.  When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.  Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt.  At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.' Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan.

 
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. 
He seized one of his fellow servants and started to choke him, demanding, 'Pay back what you owe.'  Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him,  'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'  But he refused.  Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt. 

Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! 

I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.  Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?'

Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt.  So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart."

Matthew 18:21  "Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother offends me, and I forgive him?  Seven times?"

St. Peter knew the Jews to be much given to revenge; he therefore thought it a great proof of superior virtue to be able to forgive seven times.  It was for this reason he proposed this question to Our Lord; who, to show how much He esteemed charity. immediately answered, not only seven times, but seventy times seven times.  He does not mean to say that this number must be the bounds of our forgiving; we must forgive to the end, and never take revenge, however often our brother offend against us.  There must be no end of forgiving poor culprits that sincerely repent, either in the Sacrament of Penance, or one man another his offenses.

To recommend this great virtue more forcibly, he subjoins the parable of the king taking his accounts; and, from the great severity there exercised, he intimates how rigid will his heavenly Father be to those who forgive not their enemies.-St. Dionysius of Carthage.


Matthew 18:22  "Jesus said to him:  I say not to you, till seven times; but seventy times seven."

Till seventy times seven...That is 490 times; but it is put by way of an unlimited number, to signify we must pardon private injuries, though ever so often done to us.

Dr. Robert Witham, one of my favorite 18th Century Theologians, says, "When our brother sins against us, we must grieve for his sake over the evil he has committed; but for ourselves we should greatly to rejoice, because we are thereby made like to our Heavenly Father, who bids the sun to shine upon the good and the bad."

"But if he thought of having to imitate God alarm us, though it should not seem difficult to a true lover of God, let us place before our eyes the examples of his favorite servants.  Let us imitate Moses, who after a thousand injuries, raised his fervent supplications in behalf of his people.  Let us imitate St. Paul, who, though daily suffering a thousand afflictions from the Jews, still wished to become an anathema for their salvation.  Let us imitate St. Stephen, who, when the stones of his persecutors were covering his wounds, prayed that Almighty God would pardon their sin.  Let us follow these admirable examples, then shall we extinguish the flames of anger, then will our Heavenly Father grant us the forgiveness of our sins, through the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ."-St. John Chrysostom

Matthew 18:24 "When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.  Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt.

Ten thousand talents.  This large amount of money is put as an example for an immense sum.  In this translation, it does not mention the amount, but in better translations St. Jerome listed ten thousand talents.  A talent, in United States dollars would be the equivalent of $3,400 or 4,000 British Pounds.  A talent of silver is about 375 lbs.  So, with these numerical figures in mind, you can readily get the idea this poor servant owed a great deal of money, certainly enough to purchase a Beverly Hills mansion and have plenty left to hire all the servants.

Dr. Witham says, "The 10,000 talents, according to some authors, amount  to 1,875,000 British Sterling; that is, 740,000 times as much as his fellow servant owed him; the hundred pence amounting to not more than 3.2 British Pounds.


Matthew 18:35  "So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart."

So shall my Heavenly Father do you...In this parable the master is said to have remitted the debt, and yet afterwards to have punished the servant for it.  God does not in this manner with us.  But we may observe here, once for all, that in parables, diverse things are only ornamental to the parable itself; and a caution and restriction is to be used in applying them.

Dr. Witham says, "Not that God would revoke a pardon once granted; for this would be contrary to His infinite mercy, and his works are without repentance.  It means that God will not pardon, or rather that He will severely punish the ingratitude and inhumanity of the man, who, after having received from God the most liberal pardon of his grievous transgressions, refused to forgive the slightest offense committed against him by his neighbor, who is a member, nay a son of his God.  This ingratitude may justly be compared with the ten thousand talents, as every grievous offense committed against God, exceeds, in an infinite degree, any offense against man."

Tertullian in the late Second Century said, "This forgiveness must be real, and not pretended; from the heart and not in word and appearance only; Sacrificing all desire of revenge, all anger, hatred and resentment, at the shrine of charity."

I hope you enjoyed the commentaries and please share with me if the sermon you hear at Mass mentions anything you have read here.

Remember to e-mail me at my e-mail, this responder is coming to you from my wife's account.

God love yas!

Tim


