Hide and Seek: God Invites Us to Freedom

Times for Use

Advent, Lent, or when preparing for confirmation, or as immediate preparation for the sacrament of reconciliation.

Materials Needed

A container of water, a statue of Mary (or one of the saints), and a piece of cloth.

Introduction

Most teenagers have at one time played the game of hide and seek. It's a good metaphor for their lives. They seek happiness in many ways: success in school and athletics, companionship through dating, and adventure and excitement through parties, trips, and concerts. But sometimes what they seek leads them into experiences they regret. They might cheat on a test, use people sexually, get drunk at a party, or become involved with drugs or gang violence. They feel ashamed and guilty and they hide.

It is into their places of hiding that God, who is their true friend, journeys with them There in their shame God loves them and invites them to face their failure, to trust in God's forgiveness, and to begin again on the right path.

When others condemn us and see only our failure and sin, Jesus looks into our hearts, our center, and invites us out of hiding back to the path of love and life, where we celebrate the mystery of God's love and forgiveness.

Shared Experience

Place a container of water in a central place. If possible cover with a cloth a statue of a saint, one who is familiar to your group, for example Mary, the mother of Jesus, Joseph, Patrick, or Francis of Assisi. Ask participants if they have ever played hide and seek. Did they like it better to hide or to find those hiding? After they have a chance to respond, invite them to remember a time when hiding was more for them than a childhood game. For example, can they remember a time they "hid" even from friends or parents because they were ashamed? What was it like to feel ashamed enough to want to hide? Although it may be difficult, invite anyone who wants to, to share their experiences. Point out that it is at times like these that only someone who really cares for us can see beyond our sin and shame into our hearts to the real us.

Getting Started

Leader




When, as small children, we played hide and seek, it was great fun to sometimes find friends who were hiding and sometimes let them find us.

Speaker One

                          Life is a lot like this. Most of us are seeking people, things, and events in life 

                          that will make us happy. We are all seekers in one way or another.

Speaker Two

                          Sometimes we seek love in relationships, sometimes knowledge through study. 

                          Sometimes our goal is to be successful in the drama club or on the soccer field. 

                          Sometimes we seek meaning in career planning. It is through seeking that we

                          discover who we are, our values, beliefs and dreams.

Speaker Three

It's good to remember this when we pray to God. God, too, is a seeker who is trying to find us. The message of Christ is that God is relentless in searching for us. God follows us not only into our places of success, where we are happy to be recognized, but also into our places of hiding, where we are filled with shame and guilt. When others leave us because they see something disgusting, God stands by us and sees the inner person.

Quiet Time

Reader One

                         Close your eyes now and listen to a reading from the gospel of John (John 8:3-

                         11): The scribes and Pharisees led a woman forward who had been caught in the 

                         act of adultery

(After the reading you might want to note that the man, too, was guilty, but in the society of that time the woman alone was publicly blamed. This is a grave injustice.)

Response

                         This would be an appropriate time to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation. 

                         Explain that those who would like to allow Jesus to come into their hiding 

                         places, their places of shame, can now take advantage of the sacrament of God's 

                         forgiving presence.

(After celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation, or if the sacrament is not being celebrated, invite a volunteer to come forward to remove the cloth from the statue.)

Leader

                     The saints were always able to come out of hiding because they believed that 

                     Christ's truth had set them free. We, too, can believe that Christ has set us free. 

                     We, too, can come out of hiding. In the waters of baptism we received this gift of                      

                     freedom. Let us now use water as a sign of God's love for us.

(Ask participants to come forward and form a circle. The first dips her hand into the water and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of the next person in the circle saying, "Come out of hiding, God loves you." Continue until all have received this blessing.)

Conclusion Leader

                    Go now in peace, knowing that God loves and forgives you and always seeks you 

                    out. May you seek and find God in all your daily activities. Amen.
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