Confirmation Candidates Celebrate Their Saints’ Names
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Our students researched the life of the saints they chose for their confirmation names and then made a name ribbon with his/her saint’s name to wear on confirmation day. At a Sunday Mass prior to confirmation day, the pastor blessed the name ribbons, the candidates publicly renewed their faith, and proclaimed their desire to receive the sacrament of the Holy Spirit.

Priest: The name ribbon which each of you will receive is a reminder of your commitment to Christ. It bears the name of the saint you have chosen to be your special protector as you live a deeper life in the Lord. At baptism, your parents and godparents acted on your behalf as you were welcomed into God’s family and given the gift of faith. Now you yourselves stand before our heavenly Father, asking for another gift. What is the gift you seek?

Candidates: To receive the Holy Spirit in confirmation.

Priest: Why do you wish to receive the Holy Spirit in confirmation?

Candidates: To serve God better, to grow in God’s love, and to strengthen my faith.

Priest: Are you prepared to do everything that the Spirit asks you to do?

Candidates: I am.

Priest: If you feel that you are ready to receive this gift, come to the altar when your name is called. Present the gift of personal sacrifice that you gave in service to others as part of your preparation, and then receive the name-ribbon bearing the name of the saint you have chosen to help you in your new commitment to Christ.

(The priest blesses the name-ribbons)

(While a student reads the poem My Name, candidates come to the altar  and present their record of service hours . Father pins their name-ribbons on their robes. Students return to their pews and remain standing.)

Priest: Lord, Jesus Christ, you said: “Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened to you.” We ask you to open our minds and hearts so that the Holy Spirit may find us prepared to receive his power. Help us to be true instruments of your peace and love. May the name-ribbon blessed and worn by each candidate be a sign of new life and a symbol of the loving service to others that you will give throughout your lives. Come, Holy Spirit, fill our hearts and enkindle in us the fire of your love.

Candidates: Send forth your spirit, and we shall be recreated, and the face of the earth will never be the same. Amen.

Priest: My God bless you and keep you in the palm of his loving hand. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

My Name

God, our Father, called my name from all eternity

To be among his chosen with marked identity.

He formed me in his image with touch of love divine

And promised that his kingdom would rightfully be mine.

At birth, he told the world that I dwelled within

 his heart

And gave my consecration to him right from

 the start.

In waters of my baptism, his Spirit blessed my name,

Anointing me with power no other one could claim.

God asks me to keep holy my name for him each day;

To let it bring him glory in all I do and say.

Wherever I may journey, he offers me his grace

And prompts me to let others see Jesus in my face.

O Triune God, stay with me and grant protection true;

Please seal my name forever with faithfulness to you.

